
 

First Sunday of Advent ~ 11.28.2010 

 • Isaiah 2:1-5 • Psalm 122 • Romans 13:11-14 • Matthew 24:36-44 
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 During Advent, we stand on our tip-toes in anticipation of New Creation, when 

what happened to Jesus at Easter will happen to the entire universe.  Some believe 

that this week’s gospel text (Matthew 24:36-44) is about that event, but I dis-

agree.  When I listen to Jesus’ words here, I hear him telling the disciples: 

♦ About the end of the age, not the end of the world. 

♦ The age would end with the coming of the Son of Man 

♦ The Son of Man, according to Daniel, is humanity’s representative who  

ascends from earth to heaven, where he is crowned by the Ancient of Days. 

♦ The movement is from earth to heaven, not the other way around. 

♦ This event is the Son of Man’s vindication, the destruction of his enemies 

(emphasized by the imagery of “clouds”). 

♦ This event would destroy Jerusalem and its corrupt Temple system “in this 

generation” (within 40 years of when Jesus was speaking). 

♦ They should run for the hills when they see armies surrounding Jerusalem. 

♦ They would not see the catastrophe coming until the instant it arrived.  It 

would be as unpredictable as Noah’s flood or a thief breaking into a house. 

 That “present evil age” ended in 70 A.D., and the Age of the 

Messiah’s reign began.  But Jesus is still the same guy he was 

back then.  He is still the One whose Spirit is like the wind— 

you never know what it’s going to do next.  Like a thief, his 

Kingdom  breaks into the world in unpredictable times  

and places.  So in this way, Jesus’ message in this text  

remains relevant  to us today:  “ALWAYS BE READY.” 

~ John Stonecypher  
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How does it change your thinking to consider that Matt. 24:36-44 

may not be talking primarily about Jesus’ Second Coming? 

2.   What does it mean to be “always ready” for Jesus’ coming? 

3.   What are some of the ways that Jesus’ First Coming was a fulfill-

ment of Isaiah 2:1-5? 

4.   How can we as Christians live the Kingdom now even as we look 

forward to its fullness? 

5.   What does clothing ourselves with Christ mean in our day-to-day 

lives? (Rom. 13:14)  

Always Be Ready 
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 From the time of our fall, humanity has been screaming for someone to COME and set up a govern-

ment of peace right here on earth! Isaiah 2:1-5 reveals that humanity will not be disappointed because 

the Triune God is COMING in the True Man, Jesus, to do just that!   

 Here are a few broad points to be made in the Light of the Good News: 

♦ This vision of a coming Temple, Mt. Zion and Jerusalem was bound up in Jesus, the Lord Himself, 

arriving and ministering on earth at His First Advent. 

♦ In the Life of Jesus, all of the world’s peoples, IN HIM, have said "Come, let us go up to the moun-

tain of the LORD.” 

♦ Since Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension, the Lord’s Body still remains on the earth in the form of 

His Church, in the Spirit. Therefore the Church is not passive in its communal life as it awaits the 

Second Coming! 

♦ Even though we, the Church, are in union with Christ like eve-

ryone else (and in a special way), we are not mistaking Christ’s 

presence in us by the Spirit as the Second Coming of Christ. 

~ Tim Brassell 

Our Future in Jesus 
 I’m not a morning person. So when Paul says in Romans 13:11 “Wake up from your slumber!” I think 

“Yikes! This is going to be difficult.” Then he says I need to “put aside the deeds of darkness” and clothe 

myself in Jesus. It just goes from difficult to impossible! I have tried to be good and it hasn’t worked out 

too well. I realize I need to focus on who I am in Christ while reading Romans. Because of Jesus I am: 

♦ An adopted child of the Father. 

♦ Forgiven and accepted into the life of the Trinity. 

♦ Destined to live forever in Christ’s resurrection. 

 Paul isn’t giving me a moral lecture. This is not  five points on how to be good and secure my place in 

heaven. Paul is prophesying in the Spirit. He is saying “The Lord is coming, Jonathan, and you will wake 

up. As the Son has clothed himself in your humanity, so you will clothe yourself in his Divinity.”   

 This is a picture of our future in Jesus. It is a prophecy of what Jesus 

is doing in our humanity. The Advent of the Lord means that we will 

awaken, emerge from the darkness, and begin to grow up to look like 

our brother Jesus. Now that’s Gospel! 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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