
 In a world where uncertainty is the rule of the day we find it easy to have our con-

fidence shaken! As that tree of negative fruit falls under the axe of its own deception 

in the Light of Jesus (Isaiah 10:33-34) God the Holy Trinity assured humanity long 

ago about good things we can be certain of because of His Comings to us in Jesus!  

♦ Isaiah 11:1-2 God the Father, Son and 

Spirit, through Jesus, WILL CERTAINLY 

arise up from among us as a God/Man!   

a) This “shoot” would be a real man coming from the line of Jesse.  

b) This “shoot” would have the spirit (Holy Spirit) of the Lord (God the Fa-

ther) resting on Him, the man (the Son of God as Man!).  

♦ Isaiah 11:3-5 He, the triune God, through Jesus, WILL CERTAINLY administer 

justice with fairness and righteousness, even as he protects the helpless and 

stamps out wickedness, right here on earth! 

a) Because this has been accomplished in our human nature, in the person of 

Jesus, we can experience this NOW in our lives, jobs and relationships. 

♦ Isaiah 11:6-10 God the Holy Trinity, through Jesus, WILL  

  CERTAINLY transform specific things from within Creation! 

a) Humanity WILL all live in peace with each other! 

b) With regard to creation, humanity WILL live in  

peace with all of creation, including the animals! 

c)   With regard to evangelism, everyone will know  

the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  The sea is  

all water through and through!  

        ~ Timothy Brassell 

 

Second Sunday of Advent ~ 12.05.2010 

 • Isaiah 11:1-10 • Psalm 72:1-17, 18-19 • Romans 15:4-13 • Matthew 3:1-12 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How does our hope of the Kingdom help us in day to day life? 

2. What does it take for us to be able to experience the fairness and 

righteousness of the Kingdom right now in our relationships? 

3. In what ways is the Triune Life welcoming and hospitable to us? 

4. What are some practical ways in our families and churches that 

we can welcome others the way the Trinity has welcomed us? 

5.   In what ways does believing the gospel make us look weird? 

6.   What are the blessings of the Kingdom that we experience that 

make it worth it to be “out of step” with the rest of the world? 

Certainty at Christ’s Coming 
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Welcome Christ By Welcoming Each Other 
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of  Advent 

 Central to the Triune God’s life with us is hospitality—the art of making space in your life for others.  

Yahweh made space in his life for creatures, but when he came to Adam & Eve’s house for a visit, they 

hid behind the houseplants and pretended they weren’t home.  From one perspective, the incarnation is 

the Trinity’s way of injecting their hospitable-ness back into the human race. 

 Let’s be honest: All of us have done our part to make the world an inhospitable place for others, and 

that is why Christ’s welcoming presence is painful to us.  It contradicts us, crushes us (Ps 72.4), burns us 

(Mt 3.7-10), and even kills us (Isa 11.4). But even our death is made to serve our resurrection.  Pain 

hurts, but it is a gloriously effective teacher. 

 Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans because of inhospitable race relations between the Jewish and 

Gentile believers there. Paul had to give them the painful reminder that when God welcomes you into his 

life, it is so that you can extend that same welcome to others (Rom 15.9-12). 

When the Trinity welcomed us into their life, it meant brining all of our 

crap—even death—into their life.  And if hospitality hurt God, it will surely 

not be painless for us. But as we do the hard work of bearing with each other, 

the glorious Triune harmony is earthed in our human life-together (15.5-7). 

~ John Stonecypher 

Believing the Gospel Makes Us Weird 
 Let’s admit it: John the Baptist looked like a weirdo. He lived in the desert, wore animal skins, and ate 

bugs. Why? He believed the gospel. The good news of the Lord’s Coming puts anyone who believes it out 

of step with everyone else. The gospel puts us out of step because it goes against the grain of the fallen, 

sinful state of humanity. Like a brood of vipers we get so used to acting like snakes that we forget that 

we’re not snakes - we’re the Father’s adopted children through Jesus. Anyone who believes that gospel, 

and stops living like a snake, looks like a weirdo to the rest of us snake-living people. For example: 

♦ The Triune Life is a life of sharing (Matt. 5:40) and that looks weird in a world of selfishness. 

♦ The Triune Life is a life that includes everyone (Matt. 5:44-45) and that looks weird in a world of 

division and exclusivity. 

♦ The Triune Life is a life of repentance (Matt. 3:2) and that looks weird in a world of stubbornness 

and pride. 

 Here’s good news for all us weirdoes: what’s weird now will be nor-

mal in the fullness of the Kingdom when the knowledge of the Trinity 

covers the earth as the waters cover the sea. Perhaps John wasn’t so 

weird after all, he was just way ahead of his time. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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