
 The Virgin Mary isn’t afraid to call it like she sees it. In her song of praise (Luke 

1:46b-55) she sees the birth of Jesus accomplishing three acts of revolution: 

♦ The Scattering of the Proud. 

♦ The Bringing down of the Powerful. 

♦ The Sending of the Rich away Empty. 

 She also sees the Savior’s birth as the accomplishment of three acts of salvation: 

♦ The Lifting up of the Lowly. 

♦ The Filling of the Hungry with Good Things. 

♦ The Rescue of Israel. 

 Mary sees Jesus coming to set right what is wrong, to put an end to the rich and 

powerful lording over the poor and weak. Like his mother, Jesus had some radical 

ideas about what he had come to do: Preach good news to the poor (Luke 4:18), 

show love to enemies (Luke 6:27-36), and tell the rich to sell everything they have 

and give it to the poor (Luke 18:22). 

 Whether you are poor or rich, the gospel is good news (Your classification proba-

bly depends on who you compare yourself to. Americans, feel free to compare your-

self to Somalians). Are you poor and oppressed? Good news! Jesus is coming to set 

you free from the fallenness of human civilization. 

Are you rich and powerful? Good news! Jesus is 

coming to liberate you from the tyranny of your 

greed and disregard for the well-being of your 

brothers and sisters. Amen, Come Lord Jesus! 
 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 

Third Sunday of Advent ~ 12.12.2010 

 • Isa. 35:1-10 • Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55 • James 5:7-10 • Matt. 11:2-11 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How does Jesus’ coming challenge our ides of right and wrong? 

2. What are some ways that we can participate in Jesus’ work to 

feed the hungry and lift up the lowly? 

3. Has anyone ever made you feel foolish for believing in the hope 

of Christ’s return? 

4. How does Jesus himself strengthen our hope in the future? 

5. How is Jesus helping you see the ways that you hurt others? 

6. How difficult is it to see the vengeance of the Lord as a healing 

discipline from a Father who embraces jerks? 

Mary’s Song 
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Human Utopia is Real in Jesus! 

Page 2 Th ird Sunday  
of  Advent 

 Let’s face it: The comings of the Lord sound like utopia! With all our Christian talk about the lame 

leaping like deer, God the Savior lifting up the lowly, and the dead being raised, who could expect to be-

lieve such things, let alone proclaim them? This may tempt some of us to shy away from proclaiming it.   

 Here are a couple of points that God the Trinity has to say to us through Psalm 146:5-10 that may 

help encourage you, even as you suffer for the sake of believing and proclaiming human utopia in Christ: 

♦ Ultimately it is in the Lord, and in His faith and glorified humanity (not our own), that this Utopia has 

been and will be believed and accomplished! (Psalms 146:5-6/Luke 24:44). Ultimately, our faith and 

conviction to proclaim this truth boldly will come from hav-

ing regular fellowship with our Lord!  

♦ If the broken parts of our human existence— oppression, 

starvation, jail, blindness and depression (Psalm 146:7-8)—are so “real” and “natural,” then why do 

we find ourselves discouraged by them?  If these things are so “natural,” we should be able to accept 

them and be encouraged in them.  After all, it is “authenticity” and “realness” that really encourages 

us, right? Isn’t it deeply true that we somehow all know that this brokenness is not right and that is 

why we hope and work for cures? 

~ Tim Brassell 

Good News for Jerks 
 In this week’s Old Testament reading, Isaiah has some harsh words for bullies (35.4), the unclean 

(35.8), and ravenous beasts (35.7,9).  This always sounded like good news to me, until I started getting 

in touch with my inner unclean ravenous bully.   

 When I look honestly at my past, I see a path littered with the casualties of my ambition, manipula-

tion, and not-always-so-subtle unkindness. But my victims are to be encouraged that God “will come 

with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save” them 

(35.4).  The gospel is that everyone will be made safe from ME, in the same 

way that they will be made safe from broken bodies (35.3,5-6) and damaged 

ecosystems (35.1,6-7).   

 But the gospel is ALSO for us unclean ravenous-types, for the vengeance 

of the LORD is a healing discipline from a Father who embraces jerks.  I 

have been placed on “the Holy Highway,” but my unhealthy patterns of 

thinking/feeling/behaving cannot survive here (35.8a).  This is bad 

news for my neuroses, but good news for me.  Because “no traveler, not 

even [us] fools, shall go astray” (35.8b). 

~ John Stonecypher 
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