
 Two great romances started in Genesis 1.   

 Through his mighty Word and hovering Spirit, the Father created humanity, 

male and female, destined to be united in one flesh.  But there was another love 

story that began that day—the epic romance between heaven and earth.  The  

Bible’s story begins (Gen 1.1) with their creation as 2 separate entities, and it ends 

(Rev 21.1-2) with their union and everything that happens as a result. 

 Heaven and earth flirt all through the Old Testament.  In a dream, Jacob sees 

the business being conducted between the two distinct-but-connected dimensions.  

We even catch glimpses of occasional human travel between them.  This climaxes 

in Daniel’s vision of the Son of Man “coming on the clouds” on a trip from earth 

to heaven, inaugurating a very different kind of kingdom. 

 When Jesus arrives, he announces that the romance has entered a new phase; he describes this phase-transition 

with countless analogies that start with “The kingdom of heaven is like…”  Just as frequently, he talks the upcom-

ing centerpiece of this phase-transition—the Son of Man fulfilling Daniel’s prophecy, de-throning the earth’s abu-

sive boyfriends by riding the clouds from earth all the way to heaven, the earth’s CEO’s office. 

 Throughout the New Testament, we frequently see heaven “open” like a wormhole between parallel universes, 

for the purposes of communication and transport.  But Jesus’ ascension seems to be in a category all its own.  Be-

cause he is the One in whom all things live and move and have their being, his ascension causes an entirely new 

heaven-earth integration to begin.  The flesh-and-blood Jesus ascended “in order to fill the whole universe” (Eph 

4.10).  In a mysterious but fully real way, Jesus being in heaven means all of earth being in heaven.  

 Heaven is the earth’s destiny, a future already realized inside the skin of Jesus, a future now mediated to the 

earth through the Spirit’s presence, “until the time comes for God to restore everything” (Acts 3.21).  On the day 

when heaven is unified with the earth, Jesus will be fully visible to our eyes, and WE will finally be truly visible to 

ourselves and each other for the first time. (Col 3.3-4) 

 The final marriage of heaven and earth will transform both into something quite new.  We are like the earth’s 

bridesmaids, walking her down the aisle.  And we rejoice that the wedding has begun, that the waiting has begun to 

be over.  The union of heaven and earth has been achieved in Christ; it cannot be undone.  The lovers have begun 

their embrace, and they will never be broken apart. 

~ John Stonecypher  
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 Have you ever been approached in a public place by a well-meaning Christian 

who asked “If you died tonight are you sure you’d go to heaven?”   

 I believe the shocking answer from the gospel is that we can die with confidence 

because we know that, in Christ, we are already in heaven now! This is the glory of 

Jesus’ Ascension. 

 The Father always planned that humanity would be adopted as his children. He 

always intended that this plan would be fulfilled by the Son becoming human as the 

man Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:5). In order for us to live with and relate to the Father as 

his children, our human nature has to be transformed from a perishable body into a 

glorified and immortal body (1 Cor. 15:42-44). This happened when Jesus, the Son 

of God in the flesh, raised up our humanity in his resurrection. 

 For us to be children of the Father we must not only be glorified and immortal, 

we must also be where the Father is. So, the Father has created heaven as the place 

where humanity and the universe can be brought to their full potential and live to-

gether with the Trinity in the union of their life in Jesus Christ.  

 If all Jesus had done was die and rise again, the plan of the Father would not have 

been fulfilled. Jesus had to ascend into heaven, to the right hand of the Father, in 

order to prepare earth and humanity for its merging with heaven and the creation of 

the new world in which we can live forever as the Father’s children (Rev. 21:1-5). 

 That ascension has taken place and we celebrate it every Ascension Sunday. Jesus, 

fully God and fully human, has entered into the Most Holy Place – the center of the 

Triune Life – and has taken humanity with him into that place by permanently unit-

ing himself to our flesh and blood human nature.  

 So, in Colossians 3:3, St. Paul tells us that our lives are now hidden with Christ in 

God. Where is Christ? In heaven. Where are you? In Christ. So, are you in heaven? 

Yes! Perhaps the better question about our eternal destiny is this: “Do you believe 

you are in Christ and are you happy about it?” Not believing or not being happy 

about being in heaven can turn it into an experience called hell. 

 And sometimes this life feels more like hell than heaven, doesn’t it? We don’t yet 

see or experience the fullness of where we are in Christ because we have not yet ex-

perienced our own death and resurrection. What we are waiting on is an unveiling 

(an “apocalypse” or “revelation”) which will reveal the truth of what is all around us 

but which we cannot see: that our lives are hidden in Christ in heaven.  

 So, St. Paul gives us tremendous hope to celebrate this Ascension Sunday when 

speaks these glorious words of prophecy: When Christ appears, then you will also appear 

with him in glory (Col. 3:4). 

~ by Jonathan Stepp 

Are You Going to Heaven? 
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Therefore, since we 

have a great high 

priest who has gone 

through the 

heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us 

hold firmly to the 

faith we profess. 

Hebrews 4:14  



 In three words, and until we put off this corruptible flesh, distinctly – YES and 

NO! 

 I am sure that as you continue to embrace the Truth of Humanity’s Adoption 

into the Life of the Trinity in Jesus Christ, you are being baptized in Jesus’ assurance.  

 This assurance proclaims, like nothing else, that in the literal humanity of Christ, I 

am, YOU ARE, RIGHT NOW, holy and blameless before the Father in Jesus, as 

Ephesians 1:4 notes! Your soul is wired to know this truth like no other! 

 The exciting thing about this Truth is that I can look at Christ through the human 

mind he has renewed in the Spirit and begin experiencing NOW, an actual foretaste 

of that truth. And a foretaste is a REAL taste of what is yet to come in more fullness 

(my wife Donna can tell you how much of an expert I am in foretasting her delicious 

and REAL meals before they arrive by the plate full!) 

 It is on the basis of this Truth Revealed in Jesus Christ that we can all claim to be 

Saints! Jesus is THE Saint on behalf of all humanity. He stands in our place, in our 

stead, and vicariously in every part of what it means to be human!  

 He is the ONLY true Saint there is, but He is not selfish! Rather, He shares Who 

He is with me, for me, and in me (and YOU!) through the Holy Spirit Who has now 

been accustomed to live with us in our sinful flesh through Jesus! 

 Wow! You can’t get much “Saintlier” than Who you are in Jesus Christ! 

 But if this is not only THE truth about my life, but the TRUEST thing about my 

life, as Paul says in Colossians 3:1Colossians 3:1Colossians 3:1Colossians 3:1----4444, then isn’t it true that I am, REALLY, no longer 

a sinner? Well, YES and, er, NO! 

 If there is one thing the pure Gospel of Jesus is helping me to appreciate, it is the 

paradox of our REAL Life in Jesus! And in the case of the question of this article, 

we can’t help but notice this paradox if we take seriously (as the late Dr. Thomas 

Torrance said), “the ground and grammar” of God the Trinity as Revealed in Jesus. 

 To date, and because we, in our distinction,  have not yet died, literally, in the 

flesh that Adam passed on to us (EXCEPT in Christ's distinct humanity!), we must 

live with the realization that as in Adam all die, so, and ONLY IN CHRIST, are we 

made alive. 

 Because you are created in the image of Jesus, you are not only in union with the 

Father in Him, but you are also distinct from Him within that union. In that distinc-

tion, the Holy Spirit of Christ communicates the Truth to you about your real life 

HIDDEN in Christ. It is in that truth that you can say without any fear of error that 

you are a Saint, pure and Whole - period!  

(Continued on page 4) 

Sinner, Saint, or Both? 
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 That communication from the Holy Spirit of who you REALLY are in His Son 

Jesus also keeps revealing (in the Light of Jesus) how wrong and misplaced your sin-

ful faith still is - Mark 9:24Mark 9:24Mark 9:24Mark 9:24! “I believe, help my unbelief” is still our state in this dis-

tinct union we have with the Triune God in Jesus, and anytime we can admit to mis-

placed faith of any type, we are saying loud and clear “I AM A SINNER!” 

 As the Worldwide Church of God’s updated Statement of Beliefs indicates under 

the heading of ‘Sin’: “Sin is anything that is not consistent with God's will.” As you signify, 

anytime you admit to repentance, you have to keep changing your mind to be con-

sistent with the Father’s will!  

 You keep changing your mind, in the grace of Jesus’ shared mind, because you 

keep realizing your thoughts about God and who you are in Him still don’t always 

line up with the truth revealed in Jesus! 

 Wow! You certainly are a sinner! Your thoughts don’t always line up with the will 

of the Triune God, and you have to be repenting constantly in order to get in line 

with the mind of Christ! 

 The fact that we can see Jesus and agree so blatantly with the truth that as in 

Adam we are dead, still sin, and will still die, so we can see and agree with the Holy 

Spirit that in Christ we ARE, and will yet be, made alive! 

 Are you learning how to hold the paradox together by thinking Jesus’ thoughts 

after Him and looking first to the Trinitarian Life for guidance? When we see Who 

God is, and when we see Who Jesus is, we see that in Jesus Our union with God the 

Father and Spirit, Humanity and Creation is REAL!  

 At the same time, we can look at God the Father, Son and Spirit revealed in Jesus 

and see that our distinction is as real as the distinctions between Father, Son and 

Spirit.  After all, we are created in the image of the Perichoretic Union of the Trinity!  

 It is in this paradoxical Truth that you and I can hold the diametric thoughts of 

Saint and Sinner together as one whole, in our real and distinct participation in that 

life of union! We are both Saints and Sinners, and it is all good! To be saints speaks 

of how good our adoption and salvation is in Jesus, and to be sinners is good be-

cause Jesus came to save only sinners! Check it out in 1 Tim 1:151 Tim 1:151 Tim 1:151 Tim 1:15----17171717! 

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 3) 

Sinner, Saint, or Both? . . . (cont.)  
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Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 3Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 3Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 3Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 3    

Acts 4:5-12 – Psalm 23 – 1 John 3:16-24 – John 10:11-18 

 Jesus, his Dad, and their Spirit eternally lay down their lives for one another.  

They know and abide in one another (Jn 10.15,17).  Jesus extends this dynamic by 

laying down his life for us, knowing us, and coming to abide in us (Jn 10.11,14;  1 Jn 

3.16).  We come to “know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us” (1 

Jn 3.24).  From there we receive “his commandment, that we should believe in the 

name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another” (1 Jn 3.23).  Note that 

“commandment” is singular, not plural.  To believe in Jesus is to love one another 

(3.17-18).  To believe in Jesus is to believe that he was being sensible when he laid 

down his life for us, to believe that he is correct in valuing every individual to such 

an unthinkable degree.  This belief has consequences.  By loving/healing/saving a 

sick man, Peter incurred the wrath of the wolves (Acts 4.7;  Jn 10.12-13).  This made 

sense only in the light of his [accurate] belief that it was in the presence of those ene-

mies that the Lord would prepare a table for him (Ps 23.5).  Believing Jesus means 

laying down our lives for others, based on nothing but his unlikely claim that this is 

the only way to wholeness/salvation/healing (Acts 4.12). 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 10    

Acts 8:26-40 – Psalm 22:25-31 – 1 John 4:7-21 – John 15:1-8 

 Because Father loves us, he longs for the Triune love to be earthed in human re-

lations.  To reveal his love to us, Father “sent his only Son into the world so that we 

might live through him” (1 Jn 4.9).  This Son is the Savior of the world (1 Jn 4.14), 

the One whom “all the ends of the earth shall remember,” the One who draws to 

himself “all the families of the nations” (Ps 22.27). Through his atoning work (1 Jn 

4.10), the Son has included all peoples into the Triune life of mutual indwelling.  

“Because he has given us of his Spirit,” we come to realize the truth “that we abide 

in him and he in us” (4.13). As we believe this truth and respond by “abiding” in 

him, engaging him within this relationship he has forged, the result is a life of love 

(Jn 15.5), love that springs forth as naturally as grapes from a healthy vine.   

 And as we love one another, Father’s love is living through us, perfectly achieving 

its desired effect (1 Jn 4.12).  The degree to which we love is the degree to which we 

are experiencing the reality of the God who is with us (4.7-8). When non-Christians 

meet Jesus, they are “remembering” the One who has always been active in their 

living and loving (Ps 22.27).  As they grow to understand the gospel, their love is 

“perfected” because they gain assurance and “boldness” regarding God’s judgment 

of them (1 Jn 4.17).  But how can they understand unless someone guides them? 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Acts 8.31). This is where we come in; like Phillip we use scripture to explain the 

gospel, bringing to their remembrance the One who has accomplished their salva-

tion.   

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 17Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 17Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 17Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 17    

Acts 10:44-48 – Psalm 98 – 1 John 5:1-6 – John 15:9-17 

 “Whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that con-

quers the world, our faith” (1 Jn 5.4).  The birth of New Creation means the con-

quest of darkness—the death of Adam and Eve’s distorted vision that drove them to 

hide in the bushes from their loving Father. Light Incarnate entered our darkness 

and defeated it.  Now through the testimony of the Spirit (5.6) he shares with us his 

knowing of our Father (Jn 15.15).  This is the victory “the LORD has made 

known...in the sight of the nations” (Ps 98.2).  His royal coming/arrival/presence 

shines light on the world, judging it and saving it (98.3).  As we hear the Word, the 

Holy Spirit enables us to believe (Acts 10.44), and we begin to share in the Word’s 

victory over Adamic blindness (1 Jn 5.5).  We begin learning to be loved (Jn 15.9-

10), which turns out to be much harder than it sounds.  But as we learn to spread 

our leaves to the Son, fruit springs from us, fruit that lasts (15.16). 

 

Ascension Sunday, May 24Ascension Sunday, May 24Ascension Sunday, May 24Ascension Sunday, May 24    

Acts 1:1-11 – Psalm 47 – Psalm 93 – Ephesians 1:15-23 – Luke 24:44-53 

 “While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven...and a cloud took him out of their sight” (Luke 24.51; Acts 1.9).  “God has 

gone up with a shout” (Ps 47.5).  The Father “raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly place” (Eph 1.20).  But we misunderstand if we 

think this makes Jesus an absentee landlord whose hands are tied because of his dis-

tance from us.  No, it is because he is ascended that the man Jesus “is king...robed in 

majesty...girded with strength” (Ps 93.1).  It is because he is ascended that he is now 

“far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named” (Eph 1.21). 

 Heaven is not a faraway place. To use N.T. Wright’s analogy, heaven is earth’s 

control room. It’s the ship’s bridge, where we find our captain in the captain’s chair, 

doing the captain’s job. And because we trust him, we are set free to do our job on 

his ship—making disciples, precisely because all authority on heaven and earth have 

been given to him. 

~ John Stonecypher 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Knock, Knock 

 “Daddy, can I have an egg?” These words are spoken almost daily by my three-

year-old Abby, and this day was no exception. It was early and I had just completed 

my morning exercise program. Coffee in hand, I made the egg and one for myself 

too. After sharing our eggs together I headed off to the shower wearing only a pair of 

shorts and a t-shirt.  

 As I walked past the front window of our home I noticed two very well dressed 

women coming up our walk. They wore long black overcoats and black hats. The hats 

I recall were small and round with a short brim. They both looked very nice.  

 When they rang our doorbell Abby ran into the bedroom where I was putting on a 

hat and a coat and said, “I’ll wait in here until the strangers leave.” I smiled and said, 

“OK, remember: these ladies are our sisters too.” She smiled and I grabbed my Bible 

on the way out the door.  

 By this time the reader may know that it was Jehovah’s Witnesses that had come 

calling. There were two ladies present and one was clearly training the other. It was a 

bit of a give-away as the lady doing most of the talking looked over at her friend for 

approval at times throughout the conversation. The one doing most of the talking 

was as pleasant and nice a person as I have ever met, and her friend was guarded but 

very polite.  

 The conversation opener they used was to ask if I had any idea what major issues 

were concerning families today. I thought to myself: this is a great opportunity and I’d 

better leap through this window with haste. As quickly as the trainee finished the 

question I answered, “I can tell you exactly what’s wrong with the families in Amer-

ica.” The lady in charge gave me a look that told me she was astonished at such a 

dogmatic statement. The trainee eagerly asked me to elaborate. 

 I said, “The problem with families is that they don’t know who they are.” I contin-

ued, “You see, you belong to the Father, Son, and Spirit; you always have and you 

always will. The Father loves you and likes you and has included you in His circle of 

life and love and fellowship. That’s who you are - and when you don’t know that you 

are the very thing your soul longs for, then you will hurt yourself and others trying to 

become it.”  

 Well, this let us cut to the chase and the lady in charge began to explain the Jeho-

vah’s Witness’ Gnostic beliefs about Jesus and the Trinity. What they said was well 

articulated, and I could tell that they believed it; but it became obvious that at least 

one of them found it lacking  

 They explained to me that Jesus was not God; rather He was just a moral teacher 

and a prophet - albeit a very special teacher and prophet. Drawing upon the logic of 

C.S. Lewis I asked them to name someone they considered to be a great moral 
(Continued on page 8) 



teacher. They gave me a name I did not recognize and I surmised that he was most 

likely a well known teacher within the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Let’s call him Jack.  

 I asked “If Jack said to you, ‘I am the way the truth and the life no one comes to 

the Father except through me’ and ‘I am God,’ would you consider him to be a great 

moral teacher or would you think that perhaps a more suitable environment for Jack 

would be the mental hospital?”  

 They both stood with blank looks, and then I reminded them that Jesus did say 

those things. He claimed to be God, He forgave sins and healed, and He claimed to 

be the way that humanity would be saved and redeemed. If, then, Jesus is not God 

then He is no “great moral teacher.” He is a nut case to be dismissed as such. 

 We talked a little more about the whole matter and then the lady in charge began 

to quote to me passages from the Bible that say that God is one. I said “Yes He is 

one, and that oneness has been shared with all of humanity and we have been 

brought safely into that oneness through the finished work of Jesus.”  

 I then asked the two ladies if they had families- they both said they did. I asked if 

they considered their family one family. “Yes” came the answer. I told them that 

God is one God but with three distinct persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. Just like one family has more than one member, so the Trinity is the One God 

with three distinct persons. Not three gods but one God, eternally existing as Father, 

Son, and Spirit. 

 The whole way through our conversation I assured them both that they were 

loved and adored by the Father, Son, and Spirit. I tried so very hard to make them 

feel the River of Living Water that flows though humanity and creation. I made it 

my conscious goal to help these ladies see more of who is Jesus without ever sound-

ing condemning or judgmental. They are my sisters in our Adoption and I set out to 

treat them as such.  

 The Evil One is constantly speaking His message of “I am not.” He whispers to 

us that we are not loved, forgivable, good, liked, accepted, or included. It happens to 

all of us, so I knew it had to be happening to them at times.  It may even be that 

their door-knocking for the Jehovah’s Witnesses was how they were medicating this 

feeling of “not-being”.  

 So I tried very hard to never once speak the “I am nots” to them. Instead I 

wanted to bathe them in Jesus message to us – I AM! Jesus’ message to us is that we 

are included in the fellowship of Triune God because of His action on our behalf, 

not because of our performances. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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 Well you know how the story ends, right? Well, maybe you don’t know how it 

ends but you can fairly guess how it does not end. It does not end with the two Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses converting to Christianity and coming to my church.  

 But that was never the point anyway.  

 The day was not wasted. The last part of our conversation went like this: Insisting 

that the Trinity did not exist, these two ladies, especially the one in charge, would not 

budge on who Jesus is. Finally I asked them if we could at least all agree that, what-

ever we say God is, He has existed before anything else existed. They agreed, and a 

smile came over their faces as we found common ground.  

 I turned in my Bible to I John 4, and we read that famous passage where John tells 

us “God is Love.” Turning to the trainee I asked, “If God is before all things and He 

is a singular thing alone in the Universe, who does He love? There has to be at least 

two and the Bible tells us God is Three in One.”  

 At this the trainee folded her arms across her chest, tilted her head slightly, and 

quizzically said, “Huh!”  In a flash the lady in charge shook my hand, thanked me for 

my time, and explaining that they had a meeting to go to, literally grabbed the trainee 

by the arm and left.  

 I went back inside and watched as they walked to their car and I said, “Father, 

thank you for that.” I knew that at least for the trainee, and perhaps the lady in 

charge, the Seed in them was at work. In the sighing “Huh!” of the trainee, the Spirit 

of Adoption could be heard shouting “Abba, Father.”  

 I pray for them and pray that Jesus would help them know that He is in His Father 

and they are in Him and that He is in them. Jn 14:20 

~ Bill Winn 

  

(Continued from page 8) 
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 To date, in my education of who Jesus is and who we are in Him (grounded firmly 

in the ancient church, the creeds, and scriptures), I have yet to find a better resource 

than Baxter Kruger’s audio series The Big Picture. I continue to receive a comprehen-

sive education through many and varied other sources, but I find myself coming back 

to The Big Picture time and time again for the clearest, most systematic AND PRACTI-

CAL material to help me as a pastor.  

 Early in this 33-CD set, Baxter points out that theology loves questions such as 

“How do I help the 15-year-old who is on drugs?” and “Why is Dan seeking to di-

vorce his wife for another woman?”  The Church should love those questions be-

cause it believes that, in Christ, it is the only community in the world that can stand 

up and KNOW what is REALLY going on and address those things with Holy bold-

ness!  

 But the Church doesn’t always know, does she? Rather than answer these ques-

tions with confidence, far too often she’s confused, completely quiet, legalistic and 

moralistic, or even dumbfounded at how the Revelation of Jesus Christ confidently 

meets these tough issues head on! More discouragingly, those outside the church do 

not even consider that the Church could be of real help in any of this, so they walk 

right past her without any acknowledgement. 

 What’s wrong? Where is the Freedom from bondage Jesus promised? Why don’t 

our children and grandchildren want the “Christianity” we have? What specific per-

sons, situations and historical things have made the church feel as if she has no word, 

or place to help, and why has she listened to this voice? What is the way forward?  

 In The Big Picture Baxter addresses these questions and more in very specific and 

scripturally backed ways, with firm grounding in the Trinitarian Faith of the New 

Testament Church! This series is simple without being simplistic and deep without 

being too complex. I am confident that it offers more education in the Trinitarian 

faith - viewed through the lens of who Jesus is - than most current seminary classes 

on the subject.  

 Baxter has had as personal mentors, friends and teachers the top recognized ex-

perts and educators in the field of Trinitarian theology, including the renowned Drs. 

Thomas and James Torrance. Thomas F. Torrance once said of Baxter’s books “They 

say everything I was trying to say in all of my writings!”  

 I highly recommend The Big Picture to you and your church as one major way to get 

“The Big Picture” in which we live, and were created to thrive, as we continue to 

grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ!  

 Find The Big Picture CD Series at: www.perichoresis.org 

~ Tim Brassell 

Check this Out: The Big Picture 
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Why I Am No Longer An Annihilationist 

 For many years I believed that the ultimate fate of those who don’t trust in Jesus 

is to be destroyed forever. I didn’t believe a loving Father would allow people to ex-

perience the torments of hell forever. Instead, I thought he would put them out of 

existence (annihilate them). It’s not a majority view among Christians and never has 

been, but in some circles annihilationism is a common belief. 

 I changed my mind about it when I came to a better understanding of who Jesus 

is as the Son of God in union with humanity. 

 The whole human race – and indeed the whole creation – is in union with the 

Son of God. The Father created us through the Son, he upholds our existence and 

we live and move and have our being in him (Heb. 1:3, Acts 17:28).  

 What’s more, the Son of God has become flesh and blood (incarnate) in every 

part of humanity – however dark or sinful that humanity may be (John 1:14, 2 Cor. 

5:21). 

 So, for the Father to annihilate a human being he would have to undo both the 

creation and the incarnation. He would have to have Jesus withdraw his sustaining 

presence from a created person and stop living in that person through his incarna-

tion.  

 This is impossible, though, because the Father does not lie.  When he makes a 

covenant with humanity he keeps it – even when we do not uphold our end of it. In 

Jesus the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have promised to be God With Us, to never 

leave us or forsake us, and to adopt us into their life forever.  

 This does raise the fearful specter of some people suffering forever. 1 Corinthians 

15:22 says that, in Christ, everyone will be resurrected. So all people will live forever 

in the incorruptible, imperishable body of the resurrection. But scripture doesn’t 

promise us that everyone will be happy about that. Some may be miserable forever 

about being children of the Father in Christ. 

 However, as much as it raises this fearful thought, the resurrection of all human-

ity in Christ also raises the glorious potential that everyone will have forever to re-

pent. If you always exist and are never annihilated then there is always the chance 

that you can change your mind and start being happy about being a child of the Fa-

ther. 

 As a dad, I think I can understand that. Even if one of my kids grew up to hate 

me, to never speak to me, and to be miserable, I would still never kill my child! I 

would, like the Father in the parable of the prodigal son, always be looking, hoping, 

and praying for his repentance. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Trinity and Humanity, Together 

 We’re sometimes asked “Are you sure the adoption of humanity is the gospel? 

I’ve never heard it before.” In this light we find it helpful to look at the writings of 

other Christians who have expressed the gospel clearly.  

 Irenaeus of Lyon, writing in the 2nd century, addressed the question of whether 

Adam (and Eve) are saved in Christ. He makes this argument (emphasis ours): 

. . . inasmuch as humanity is saved, it is fitting that he who was created the original human 

should be saved. For it is too absurd to maintain that he who was so deeply injured 

by the enemy, and was the first to suffer captivity, was not rescued by Him who 

conquered the enemy, but that his children were — those whom he had begotten 

in the same captivity. Neither would the enemy appear to be as yet conquered, if 

the old spoils remained with him. Against All Heresies, Book 3, Chap. 23, Para. 2 . 

 Does his argument seem radical to us? Many of us wouldn’t know whether Adam 

is saved or not, but it is quite clear to Irenaeus. He says “it’s absurd to think that Je-

sus would save the human race and not save the father of the human race!” 

 Is Irenaeus, then, a universalist? No - he understands that all humanity has been 

adopted into the life of the Trinity and saved from the devil, but that doesn’t mean 

that all humanity believes this truth about themselves. In our distinction we can still 

choose to believe the enemy’s lie that we are his captives, even when the truth is that 

Jesus has rescued us all. 

St. Irenaeus of  Lyon on Humanity’s Salvation 


