
 

Ascension Sunday ~ 06.05.2011 

Acts 1:6-14 • Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 • 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 • John 17:1-11 

 For Jesus, “being glorified” seems closely connected with (or even identified with) 

“ascending.” In the Upper Room, when Judas leaves the table to betray him, Jesus 

knows that the dominoes are about to start falling: Arrest… Crucifixion… Resurrec-

tion… Ascension. So it’s right at that moment when he says “NOW, the Son of Man is 

glorified” (John 13.31).  

 He goes on to unpack this for his disciples in the next few chapters of John, empha-

sizing the coming of the Holy Spirit and what will result from it: Namely, that they will 

share more intensely in Jesus’ peaceful relationship with the Father, and in Jesus’ con-

flictual relationship with the darkened world (John 14-16). These are the things that 

his glorification/ascension will accomplish. So when he speaks to Father directly at 

the end of his speech, he starts with “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son… 

Glorify me in your own presence with the glory I had in your presence before the 

world existed” (17.1, 5). 

 This is the context for my understanding of Ascension Sunday. It is about Jesus’ re-

location from earth to heaven, yes, but the good news is that being in heaven means 

being present at every point on earth. It’s in this way that Jesus’ “flying away” fits with 

his words: “Surely I am with you” (Matt 28.20). How does he come “to fill the whole 

universe”? By “ascending higher than all the heavens” (Eph 4.10). Ascending/Being 

glorified means becoming present to us in a new way (John 14.20). And his presence 

with us is not mystical; it’s incarnational. Jesus is glorified in his ascension AND in 

those who believe in him (John 17.10). We 

could say the two things are one and the same. 

After all, we are “his body, the fullness of him 

who fills everything in every way” (Eph 1.23).  

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Do you feel like Jesus’ ascension takes him farther away or 

brings him closer? 

2. What are some ways you have seen Jesus “become present 

in a new way” through believers? Through unbelievers? 

3. In what ways is the activity in the children’s lesson instructive 

to you about the Ascension? 

4. What are the weaknesses in this and any object lesson in 

the Light of the Gospel? 

5. How does the Ascension empower us to endure suffering? 



Exalted in Due Time 

 The Scripture says that we should humble ourselves so that we may be exalted in due time (1 Peter 

5:6). This is what happened to Jesus. Even though he was humbled in his suffering, in due time the Fa-

ther exalted him in his Ascension. Jesus’ humiliation led to his glorification, and our lives follow the same 

pattern. As John points out in his article this week, Jesus’ glorification takes place in those who believe. 

 This humbling in order to be exalted is one way to understand the difference between believers and 

non-believers that Tim describes this week in his article. To believe in the Ascended Jesus is to be in-

cluded in his humiliation and his glorification and to understand that 

truth. Those who do not believe are also included in the humiliation and 

glorification of Jesus, but they have no understanding of what is happen-

ing to them or what their destiny will be in Jesus.  

~ Jonathan Stepp 

An Ascension Children’s Lesson 
Text: John 17:1-11 

Activity: Fill a jar you can seal (a quart jar works fine), about 1/3 full with water, and add enough 

bright-colored food coloring (red, dark blue, etc.) to make it readily visible. Ad another 1/3 of a jar or 

so of vegetable oil. The oil will float on the water. When you shake the jar vigorously, the oil and wa-

ter will "mix" and become a single, colored liquid. But if left to stand (a half minute is usually lots of 

time), it becomes clear that the water, while it was very much "in" the oil, never really became "of" 

the oil; it always maintained its own identity. Also interesting to note is that the oil doesn't remain 

absolutely clear; there is a slight reddish (or bluish, or whatever) tinge to it.  

Lesson: Being in but not of the world does make a change in the world. 

 Because of Who Jesus is as the Father's Son, and who we are in Him, when He ascended to His Father 

in glory, all of humanity ascended in Him. We now all share in his and the Father's glory and can mix it 

up and proclaim this Good News to everyone confidently.  

 However, because we are distinct, we can trust or not trust that truth. In this children's lesson, let the 

water be representative of those who believe this truth, and the oil representative of those who don't 

believe that truth. The first point to be made is that all people (those who trust and those who don't) are 

in Jesus. However, like the oil and water, even though we are all in the same container (Jesus) and world 

we can't live in the oneness for which we are designed when we don't trust the truth (demonstrated by 

the division of oil and water even though still together in Christ).  

 BUT, as represented by the tinge of color in the oil when the fluids settle and take their stand, those 

who trust that they are in Jesus still have a positive impact on the world and should continue to proclaim 

the Gospel to everyone in the power, hope and truth of humanity's ascension through Jesus, in the Spirit! 

~ Tim Brassell 

Adapted from a sermon by Rev. Richard J. Fairchild on the Ascension at www.seminary.com 
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