
 

Christ the King Sunday ~ 11.20.2011 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 • Psalm 100 • Ephesians 1:15-23 • Matthew 25:31-46 

 Christ the King Sunday brings us to the end of another year of Christian worship. 

The Advent Season of a new year (Year B in the lectionary cycle) will begin on Sun-

day, November 27. Christ the King Sunday also brings us to the end of The Adopted 

Life. From now on, Tim and Jonathan’s regular place to write about the gospel will be 

the Trinity and Humanity blog, and John’s regular place will be The Shack Bible Project 

(although John will pop in for a visit at Trinity and Humanity from time to time).  

 When we first started The Adopted Life in August of 2007 we had the goal of shar-

ing the good news of humanity’s adoption in Jesus Christ through articles that re-

flected the kind of writing we wanted to read—writing that is Trinitarian, Christ-

centered and boldly proclaims the truth of humanity’s identity in Christ. Throughout 

these four years we have always felt greatly blessed to know that there are others 

who also want to read these kind of articles. 

 We hope you will continue to follow our writing on our respective blogs, and we 

especially look forward to continuing to learn from all of you as our conversation con-

tinues on those blogs. Your comments on the blogs will help us stay in touch and keep 

growing in the grace of who we are in Jesus. 

 The gospel of our adopted life in Christ is all about who we are in Jesus and who we 

will be in him for all eternity—the Father’s own children, baptized in his Holy Spirit. 

As we celebrate the reign of Christ the King—both his reign now and the coming full-

ness of his Kingdom—we pray that his redemption of humanity from all the places to 

which we have scattered, and the safety we have in him, will fill your life with the joy 

and purpose our Father created you to experience 

as his adopted child.  

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. How has your life changed as you have come to understand the 

gospel better through The Adopted Life and other gospel 

sources? 

2. How have you been sharing the gospel of adoption with others? 

3. Has the Good Shepherd ever had to save his sheep from you? 

4. What do you think—is there any hope left for goats? 

5. Take turns expressing what you personally find most encouraging 

about Ephesians 1:15-23. 

6. Take time to pray for Tim, Jonathan, and John (as well as others 

you know who proclaim this Good News!) as Paul prayed for the 

Ephesians! 



 It is fitting that we close out this venture of The Adopted Life in the same way we went into it. In our very 

first article Jonathan Stepp had a caption that stated: "Our preaching is not a sales pitch or an invitation, it 

is a proclamation of the Truth: we are safe in the Son of God." This is exactly what I believe the Apostle Paul 

to be saying to us, all of humanity, in Ephesians 1:15-23, and what we want you to remember most as a 

sharer in this ministry. Because of Who Jesus is and who you are in Him, no matter where you adventure in 

life, you are safe in Jesus' literal Person, and there is a special "immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great power" (Eph. 1:19). 

 Notice the emphasis that this is all according to "his great power"—the relational power of the Son—

shared with all of creation in our adoption into the Triune Life, by the Father, through the Son, and in the 

Spirit! Said more directly, this is not anything you have to work up or out, create, program, initiate, main-

tain, affect or "succeed at" in order to be included in! It is a fact, proclamation and declaration that hap-

pened [past tense] . . .  

. . . in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 

but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over 

all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. ~ Eph. 1:20-23. 

 Thanks for your prayers for us as we have labored together in proclaiming and receiving this Good 

News of God the Father, Son and Spirit, over the last 4 years. We continue to pray for you along with Paul in 

the Spirit "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and 

of revelation in the knowledge of Him. [We] pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that 

you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints" (Eph. 1:17-18). 

 Christ is King, and that makes all the difference in all of creation!!! 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 

 My name is John, and I’m a goat. I know I am a goat, because I know there have been many times in my 

life when I have chosen to impede the flow of Triune love through my words and actions and relationships. 

I have met Jesus himself and denied him food, drink, clothing, hospitality, and company (Matthew 25.42-

43). I don’t know about you, but I am not guiltless in my dealings with the Lord’s sheep. I am ashamed to 

say that I have pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at the weak animals with my horns until I scat-

tered them far and wide (Ezekiel 34.21). Praise be to God who has saved his sheep from people like me 

(34.22). As the Son of Man comes in his glory, in the day of clouds and thick darkness, we scatter like rats.  

 Praise be to God who has embraced us goats as his children and has rescued us from all the places to 

which we have scattered (Ezekiel 34.12).  He has rescued me, in part, by gathering me together in this 

Adopted Life space with you, and I am grateful to you for sharing the journey with me.  We are all goats 

learning to live as adopted sheep, and it’s been an honor to learn alongside you all. 

~ John Stonecypher 

I’m a Goat, but I’m GOD’s Goat 
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