
 

Second Sunday of Christmas ~ 01.02.2011 

 • Jeremiah 31:7-14 • Psalm 147:12-20 • Ephesians 1:3-14 • John 1:10-18 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How has the Father disciplined you in your life? 

2. Can you describe a time in your life when you experienced 

the Father’s discipline and then the joy of rebuilding? 

3. How difficult or easy is it for you to see Eph. 1:3-14 as a 

love letter the Father has written to you? 

4. How does it change our perspective to see the promises of 

Eph. 1 as something already given to us in Christ? 

5. Which do you do more of: hit-and-run or adoption ministry? 

6. How can your church be adoption-oriented in its ministry? 

Mourning Into Gladness 
 This week’s reading from Jeremiah is most meaningful to me when I read it in a 

larger context of Israel’s cyclical history with Yahweh: “Whenever God slew them, 

they would seek him…Time after time he restrained his anger and did not stir up his 

full wrath” (Ps 78.34,38). Over and over again, Yahweh holds back the big punish-

ment, because he knows it will really hurt.  But the time comes when he must stop 

holding back, and it is Jeremiah’s sad duty to report on this breaking news:  

 “You have kindled my anger, and it will burn forever… I will kindle an unquench-

able fire in the gates of Jerusalem that will consume her fortresses” (Jer 17.4,27). “I 

will completely destroy them and make them…an everlasting ruin” (25.9). Jeremiah 

sums up:  “The LORD has given full vent to his wrath” (Lam 4.11).  

 There will be no more holding back; the discipline—painful though it may be—

must go all the way until the job is done.  “The fierce anger of the LORD will not turn 

back until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart” (Jer 30.24).   

 The punishment will hurt, but it will WORK. Because look at what happens after 

the eternal destruction of Jerusalem: “I will build you up again and you will be re-

built, O Virgin Israel” (31.3). Here we arrive at today’s joyful Christmas text: “He who 

scattered Israel will gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd… I will 

turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead  

of sorrow” (31.10,13). “The days are coming…when this city will be  

rebuilt for me… The city will never again be uprooted or  

demolished” (31.38, 40).  

 Jesus’ coming is good news, in part, because his presence  

demolishes us so that we can be rebuilt.  It is not always a  

pleasant process, but it WORKS. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Hit-and-run ministry or adoption? You may well ask what I mean by “hit-and-run ministry.” Hit-and-

run ministry is when you go into a situation briefly, do a good work, and then get out as quickly as possi-

ble. For example: a beggar hits me up for money, I give him a dollar, and run as quickly as I can in the 

other direction. That’s hit-and-run ministry. What about adoption? Adoption is when I throw open my 

life, my home, and my very self to welcome another person so that we 

can share our lives together, come hell or high water. 

 Which kind of ministry does the Son of God engage in? It’s adoption 

all the way, baby! This week’s gospel text (John. 1:14) says “he took on 

flesh and blood and pitched his tent among us.” In Jesus the Father, Son, 

and Spirit have moved into our neighborhood, built a house, and plan to 

live here forever. That’s the good news of the gospel! 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 …In Jesus the Christ, humanity has been given the most mind-blowing and earth-shattering promises 

ever! That’s Paul’s claim as he writes out in one sentence, in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, one of the 

most beautiful portions of a love letter ever written: Ephesians 1:3-14.  In Christ: 

♦ Humanity has been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places (v.2). 

♦ Humanity was chosen to be holy and blameless before Him in love 

(v.4). 

♦ Humanity was destined for adoption as the Father’s children 

through Jesus Christ (v.5-6). 

♦ Humanity has redemption through his blood (v.7-8a). 

♦ Humanity knows the mystery of his will to gather up all things in Christ (v.8b-10). 

♦ Humanity has obtained an inheritance so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his glory (v.11-12). 

♦ We are urged to be among those who believe these Truths RIGHT NOW so that we can actually 

experience them RIGHT NOW! (v.13-14). 

 By the way, in the first instance look away from yourself and see yourself having received these 

promises in Christ on your behalf! Don’t spoil the Good News and turn these truths into something you 

and I need to do before we can have them! In these scriptures it is made absolutely clear that these 

promises FOR US have happened TO US, IN HIM. “HIM” is referring to Jesus the Christ, the Son of God as 

Man, and these promises were realized for us IN HIM, Who long ago did it to us IN HIS Life, Crucifixion, 

Death, Resurrection and Ascension! 

~ Tim Brassell 

Hit-and-Run Ministry or Adoption? 
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