
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness  

does not understand it or overcome it. ~ John 1:5 

 We cannot find our way home. We know we have a home; we feel it in our bones 

and in the depths of our souls. We search for home in food, in friendship, in marriage, 

in sex, and in drugs. But we do not find it because we are blind in the dark. We are 

always searching, always longing, but never finding. 

 And then one cold, dark night, a light shines. The light of heaven itself, the glory of 

the cosmos. It shines as a star guiding magi, an angel speaking to shepherds, and 

most of all it shines as a new-born child. Clothed in the darkness of the creation the 

light of the creation shines and is seen—but barely seen, clothed in darkness, like a 

poor reflection in a mirror. 

 We do not understand it and we cannot overcome it. Our night-blinded eyes are 

pierced by the pain of its brightness and yet we are drawn to it and cannot pull away. 

We lash out against it, with whips and crosses, but we cannot extinguish it. 

 It is only as this light ascends into heaven, dawning over those who live in the land 

of the shadow of death, that we are at last able to see: this light is both our home and 

the way home. This light is both what we were created for and it is what created us. 

This light both takes us home and tells us what home is. 

 We have a home but we cannot find it in the 

dark. So our home, who loves us, comes and finds 

us. The Father’s Son, the Light of the Cosmos, has 

brought us home in himself to the Father. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 

Christmas Day ~ 12.25.2010 

 • Isaiah 9:2-7 • Isaiah 52:7-10 • Hebrews 1:1-4 • John 1:1-14 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What does it mean that God the Trinity is our home? 

2. In what ways is Jesus both the one who takes us home to the 

Father and the one who shows us what home is? 

3. How can we share the gospel in ways that clearly proclaim 

“peace,” “good news,” and “salvation”? 

4. How do we announce salvation as already done in Jesus? 

5. How should we understand God’s wrath in light of Jesus? 

6. How does the coming of the Son as the man Jesus “break the 

oppressor's rod” and bring peace on earth? 

Coming Home 
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 Jesus has sent Messengers to proclaim the Good News about Himself. In Isaiah 52:7-10 we see 

pointed things that should be proclaimed and embraced when we gather around the Gospel (Jesus!): 

♦ We should hear “Peace!” Pastor, when was the last time your message was filled with “Peace to 

You from God our Father, The Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit!” from beginning to end? People, 

when was the last time you demanded such peace be proclaimed 

to you in your church? 

♦ We should hear “Good News!” Pastor, when was the last time 

you were intent not to preach anything close to bad news?! People, when was the last time you 

demanded such Good News be proclaimed to you by the Gospel messengers in your church? 

♦ We should hear “Salvation!” announced (as a fact, not a theory or potentiality!) Pastor, we 

should be saying to people that Jesus is (already!) their Salvation. Jesus bared His arm before the 

nations as a real human being and that’s what Christmas is all about! People, when was the last 

time you demanded such Good News be proclaimed to you in your church?  

 Once pastors see this Lord in plain sight and proclaim Him, those pastors will lift up their voices and 

sing for joy ,and everyone will break into singing at the comfort of the Lord. 

~ Tim Brassell 

“Dude, Gimme Back My Rod!” 
 Stick this in your Yule log and smoke it: That sweet little baby in the manger is God’s wrath in action. 

Really. Everybody knows Isaiah 9.6: 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 This Hallmark-worthy verse evokes snuggly feelings in me. But when I read the verse in context, I 

find that the gift of this child does not arise out of God’s huggable-ness. Verse 8 says “The ZEAL of the 

LORD of hosts will do this.” Zeal is anger, the jealous rage of a jilted lover.  It is the wrath of God that has 

caused this child to be born. 

 In his wrath, my Father shines His own Light into my “deep darkness” (v.2). He breaks the rod of the 

oppressor (v.4), and I hear my own voice shouting “Dude, gimme back my rod!” Surprised, I look down 

to see that my hands and clothes are soaked with the blood of my Fa-

ther’s children (v.5).   

 The Father’s response?  ZEAL. WRATH. FIRE. He takes my blood-

soaked clothes and burns them in eternal flames (v.5).  He plunders my 

life, preserving what is good, discarding what isn’t.  The result is joy 

(v.3), peace on earth, and goodwill toward men.   

~ John Stonecypher 
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