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 My family and I just had the most wonderful experience of having one of my broth-

ers and his family (along with my mother and my wife’s sister and her family) in our 

home for the Thanksgiving holiday! Talk about a houseful…of laughter! I mean we 

were literally laughing, smiling and sharing in all of the Thanksgiving fixin’s till my face 

hurt from smiling that much for so many days! 5 Days! My personal experience caused 

me to question the idea that house guests are like “fish, and begin to stink after 3 days.” 

Ha-Ha! Not so, in this case! Each day was better than the day before, and AFTER my 

mother and sister-in-law left, we still had 11 people in our home the rest of the time! 

 I must admit that at the center of our joy was the Gospel of Humanity’s Adoption 

and Inclusion into the Life of the Trinity, graciously in Jesus, which we all are learning 

to embrace in Jesus! It dominated our conversation and deeds, and even resulted in my 

brother and I deciding that we needed to partner up in creating new congregational 

worship songs that emphasize the Trinity and humanity’s adoption in Jesus. In fact, we have already written such a 

song and sung it along with my church, New Creation Community Church, over the Thanksgiving weekend!  

 The Gospel so filled our fellowship and thinking that this very day, my sister-in-law sent me an e-mail that in-

cluded the following statement about our time together: “I could see your Dad in Mike and the same spirit that was in him 

is in Mike, like a duplicate but with distinction, like Father, Son, and Spirit.  Another glimpse at Triune God.” As I was saying 

good night to my youngest daughter, Autumn, this evening, she mentioned to me that she just “experienced the best 

week of my life!” When I asked her “Why?” she said it was because she “realized with the family being here that we are all 

connected!” 

 All this share of good laughter and fellowship in family and the Gospel got me thinking about the Advent sea-

son and one of its significant results, and that is: Advent means laughter is on the way!! 

 As noted in an article about the Advent on Wikipedia: “Christians believe that the season of Advent serves a 

dual reminder of the original waiting that was done by the Hebrews for the birth of their Messiah as well as the 

waiting that Christians today endure for the second coming of Christ.” - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent 

Amen! The Season of Advent is all about God coming in the Messiah, Jesus, to be with us! And if Advent is all 

about the coming(s) of Jesus, then it is also about laughter! How do we know? Because of Who Jesus was and is at 

his comings – Fully God and Fully Human!  

(Continued on page 2) 



 Though there is no scripture that speaks of Jesus laughing specifically, it must be 

true that he did so! Being that he had a fully human nature, is it conceivable to imag-

ine Jesus as a baby and not giggling or laughing? Children and sinners were drawn to 

him (Matt 19:13-17, Luke 7:34)! Is it conceivable that they were drawn to a man who 

did not laugh, or at least smile easily? Every parable from Jesus in Luke 15 ends in a 

party. Is it conceivable that Jesus loves to party, but not to laugh and smile? I 

thought that laughter and smiles were the definition of party? Ha-Ha! 

 And if laughter was a part of the life of Jesus, it means that laughter is something 

that the Father, Son and Spirit share in with us! Because laughter is good, and comes 

with all kinds of good benefits (including physical release, internal workout, and 

great social benefit), laughter must come from the Father, Son and Spirit (James 1:17)! 

 And if Jesus shared laughter with us in his first advent (or coming), then we can 

expect to share in lots more laughter with him in His second coming because, as the 

two men in white robes said to the disciples: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven." 

 The first Advent of the Trinity brought the Son of God into our humanity, and 

his messengers promise us that we will see this SAME Fully God and Fully Human 

Jesus in the Second Advent! So as we enter the Christmas and Winter season, along 

with some of the accompanying “Winter blah’s”, be encouraged in the increased 

laughter that often follows a focus on Jesus, and especially on the 2nd Coming that 

promises much more of it in All of Humanity’s Adoption into the Life of the Trinity 

forever in Him!    Luke 6:21b, "Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” 

~ Timothy Brassell 

(Continued from page 1) 

Laughter is on its Way . . . (cont.) 

Page 2 The Adopted L i fe Volume 3,  I ssue 12 



A Trinitarian, Christ-centered paraphrase of Galatians 4 

 (4.1) Until heirs become adults and receive their inheritance, they are as penniless 

and powerless as slaves.  (2) Until the date set by their father, they have to do what 

their nannies and tutors tell them to do.  (3) It’s like that with the human race:  While 

we were kids, we were dominated by powers over which we would someday rule. (4) 

But our Papa, on the date he set himself, gave us our inheritance by sending his Son 

to us.  He was born of a woman, just like us.  And just like us, he was born under the 

domination of our nannies and tutors.  (5) He came to us in that place so that we 

could share in his freedom from it, so that the human race would emerge from 

childhood and claim the inheritance we have been given – a full share in Jesus’ rela-

tionship with Papa.  

 (6) Because we ARE His sons and daughters, Papa injected into our hearts the 

Spirit of his Son.  It is this Spirit in us who loves Papa and cries out to Him: “Papa! 

Father!”  It is because of this Spirit that the human soul is haunted with longing for 

our true Father. (7) It is because of this Spirit that your heart quakes when you hear 

the good news.  The news that you have now been embraced forever by the Father 

for whom you have been longing.  He has adopted you as His child, the heir of His 

rich Life with His Son and their Spirit. 

 (8) Back when you did not know Papa, your life was dominated by realities that 

were less than divine. (9) But now you have begun to share in the mutual knowing 

between Papa and his Son and their Spirit.  How is it possible that now you want to 

turn back to living under the domination of lesser things? (10) You were sharing in 

the Great Dance of infinite aliveness, but now you’ve given that up for your new 

religious hobby of calculating which days are holier than other days.  In what uni-

verse is that considered a good trade!?! (11) When I spent all that time sharing the 

gospel with you, was that just a wasted effort?  

 (12) You guys are my friends, and it’s as your friend that I’m begging you: Lay 

down the religious games, re-join me in the journey of becoming authentic people in 

community.  You have been true friends to me. (13) I remember when I first came 

to meet you guys.  It was because of my physical disability that I first found myself 

among you, with the opportunity to tell you about Jesus. (14) It was hard for you to 

deal with my blindness, but you did.  Instead of being grossed-out by me, you em-

braced me.  In your openness to me, I experienced your openness to Master Jesus 

himself.  

 (15) What happened to the love you once felt toward me?  There was a time 

when you would have torn out your own eyes and given them to me, if that would 

have helped my condition. Where are those feelings now? (16) Are you shutting me 
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out now, just because I’m telling you the truth? (17) Those jackals who are with you 

now -- you like them because they tell you pleasant lies. They tickle your ego by say-

ing you have the potential to become “super-Christians” like they are. (18) I know it 

feels nice when impressive people express an interest in you, but you have to look 

deeper and see that their intentions are not good! 

 (19) You guys are like sons and daughters to me. It was an honor to be the one 

who spiritually “birthed” you into your new life in Jesus.  And now I am again in the 

pain of childbirth as you fight against the new birth He has given you. (20) I wish I 

could be with you right now, so I could change my tone.  But my tone can’t help but 

express how frustrated and confused I am about you! 

 (21) Let’s try another line of thought:  Okay, you who want to let Torah run your 

lives, why don’t you go ahead and do what Torah actually says: 

 (22) Abraham had one son from slave woman and another son from a free 

woman. (23) The slave child resulted from Abraham’s clumsy attempt to accomplish 

by his own effort what Papa had promised to do for him.  The free child came from 

Papa himself, according to what he had promised. (24) Do you see what I’m getting 

at here?  The slave woman is Torah, bearing slave children (25) who are crushed un-

der the weight of demands they are unable to fulfill.  (26) But OUR mother is the 

free woman: (27) “You with the barren womb, shout ‘WOOHOO!’  Burst into song 

and dance!  For your children shall outnumber all others.” (28) You, my friends, are 

children not of slavery but of promise. Your life is not about struggling to obey 

some taskmaster’s demands.  Your life is about receiving the beautiful life Papa has 

promised.  

 (29) But remember how the rest of the story goes.  The slave woman’s child 

abused the free woman’s child.  That abuse continues to this day, as the Torah-

fetishists persecute those who live in the freedom of the Spirit. (30) Listen to what 

the Bible tells us to do in this situation: “Send them away, both the slave woman and 

her child. The inheritance will be received only by the free.”  

 (31) Brothers and sisters, we are children not of slavery but of freedom! 

~ John Stonecypher 

(Continued from page 3) 
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 If Jesus Christ walked down your street where you live today, who would he want 

to stop and visit? This is a good question to think about.   

 You and I might reason that he would want to stop and visit the person on your 

street that is living the holiest life, or perhaps the person who is most involved in the 

Church. It stands to reason from a human point of view that God would want to 

visit only good people. But is this an accurate way of reasoning? The Bible does give 

examples of Divine visits. Luke describes one such visit:  

Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. There was a man there named Zac-

chaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. He tried to get 

a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a syca-

more-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way. When Jesus came by he 

looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I 

must be a guest in your home today” ~ Luke 19:1-5, NLT. 

 It is important for us to understand what kind of person Zacchaeus was. Zac-

chaeus was a tax collector in the region around Jericho for the Roman Empire. As a 

tax collector he collected the taxes due to the Roman government. He also collected 

an extra amount of taxes for himself. He became very rich doing this. He was per-

haps the most disliked person in town. Because of this kind of behavior he had the 

reputation of being a swindler.  

 Let us continue on with the story:  

Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy. But 

the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. 

Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, 

Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!” 

Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a 

true son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost” ~ Luke 

19:6-10, NLT. 

 Zacchaeus reminds me of the character Henry Potter from the Christmas movie 

It’s a Wonderful Life. You’ve probably seen this movie.  

 Try to imagine Jesus visiting the movie’s fictitious town of Bedford Falls. Imagine 

Jesus walking down the middle of the street with the entire town turning out to see 

the Lord and Savior of the world. Imagine Jesus, as he walks down the middle of the 

street, acknowledging Henry Potter. Imagine the reaction of the people as Jesus in-

forms Henry Potter that he will be a guest in his home on that day.  

 Henry Potter was the meanest person in town. He was the richest person in 

town. The entire town would have been astounded that Jesus would want to visit 

(Continued on page 6) 
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“old man Potter.”  I can see this happening in this fictitious town. I can see Jesus 

visiting “old man Potter” and reconciling him to God. I can see Jesus reaching 

where no one would reach with the love of God.  

 In the movie’s fictitious town of Bedford Falls “old man Potter” was a social out-

cast. No one wanted to include him in their life. What would Jesus do? Jesus would 

reach out to Henry Potter and include him in his Divine Life. This is exactly what 

Jesus was doing when he went to visit Zacchaeus.  

 During the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry, sitting down and eating with a person 

implied acceptance of that person. No one in the community wanted anything to do 

with Zacchaeus. Jesus was reaching out to Zacchaeus in order to include him in His 

life. 

 As a matter of fact, Jesus includes the entire human race in His life. Let’s talk 

about that for a moment. When Jesus died on the cross, the entire human race died 

with Him (2 Cor. 5:14). When Jesus was raised from the tomb, the entire human 

race was raised to a new life in Him (1 Cor. 15:22). Paul talks about this in his letter 

to the church at Colossae:  

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, 

where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, 

not the things of earth. For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 

And when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 

~ Colossians 3:1-4, NLT  

 Jesus Christ is our life! We live our lives in union with Jesus Christ! Jesus sits at 

the right hand of the Father in heaven. This is why it is so important for us to con-

sider heavenly things more so than the things of the earth. 

 Let us consider and think about the things of heaven. Let us consider the will of 

the Father concerning us, the human race. Listen closely at what Paul taught the 

Church at Ephesus concerning this very issue:  

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. Even before he made the 

world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided 

in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This 

is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace 

he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. He is so rich in kindness and grace that he 

purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. He has showered his 

kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding ~ Ephesians 1:3-8, NLT 

(Continued from page 5) 
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His Life is a Wonderful Life . . . (cont.) 

 The Father has reached out through the Son to all humanity in order to adopt all of us 

as children and include us in the fellowship of the Trinity. Do we see the reality of this? 

We are all children of God by adoption. We both belong to Jesus and we are brothers 

and sisters of Jesus.   

 One reason Jesus went to visit Zacchaeus was because he realized that Zacchaeus was 

his brother and he wanted to spend some time with his brother—even though everyone 

else in the community considered him to be a swindling con artist. The same would be 

true of Jesus visiting the fictitious town of Bedford Falls. Jesus would want to visit Henry 

Potter because he would consider Henry Potter his brother and an adopted child of the 

Father.  

 Now let us think about the question that we began with. If Jesus came walking down 

your street where you live—who would he want to visit? The truth is that he would come 

walking down the street thinking about how he has family in every home. He would want 

to stop and see everyone—because he loves everyone and all the people on your street 

are his brothers and sisters and adopted children of the Father.   

 His grace is wonderful grace. His life is a wonderful life. 

~ Mark Nelson 

(Continued from page 6) 



 The history of Christmas is strange and convoluted. Other important festivals of 

the Church, including weekly Sunday worship, Easter, and Epiphany are all more 

ancient in their origin, so Christmas sometimes looks like a novelty or a recent inno-

vation. (“Recent” here meaning “the 4th century” as opposed to “the 1st century.”) 

 The whole idea of celebrating Jesus’ birth has sometimes been regarded as ridicu-

lous or offensive. Some of the Church Fathers thought it was a bad idea (such as 

Origen) and in 1644, having put the King on the run, the Puritan-dominated Parlia-

ment of England then proceeded to outlaw Christmas.¹ Christmas made its 

comeback a few years later, but many Puritans continued to call yuletide “fooltide.” 

 It seems, then, that Christmas needs some defense. What are we celebrating and 

why? In brief, we are celebrating the moment when the Son of God was born into 

his creation as one of us: a Son of Man. We are celebrating humanity being born 

again in the birth of the Last Adam—Jesus Christ, the Son of God born of Mary.  

 And why do we celebrate? Because our new birth in Jesus’ birth is our adoption 

and our salvation. As the Son of God now shares forever in our humanity we also 

shares forever in his Divinity. His birth as Mary’s son is the means of our birth as 

the children of God the Father. 

 So personally, I make no apologies to Origen or the Puritans for celebrating this 

joyful moment in the Father’s plan of Adoption. Let the celebrations begin!  

 And let the celebration last for twelve days! The twelve days of Christmas are one 

aspect of the festivities that our ancestors did a much better of job of than we do. 

The earliest celebrations of Jesus’ birth were connected with the celebration of his 

baptism on Epiphany, January 6. Over time his birth came to be celebrated on 

December 25 and the twelve days between the two celebrations became the season 

of Christmas. 

 By the medieval period, Christmas was more than just a one day event, with 

presents in the morning and back to work the next day. Christmas lasted from 

Christmas Day all the way through Twelfth Night, on January 5 the night before 

Epiphany on January 6. 

 I say it’s time for us as Christians to recapture this twelve day celebration of  

Christmas. Think for a moment of the amazing and joyful event that we are 

celebrating. Doesn’t the awesome descent of the Son of God into our humanity call 

for more than just one day of joy and worship? When we think of Jesus’ birth we 

have so much to talk about and celebrate, it seems to call for an extended 

celebration. 

 The Revised Common Lectionary, which many of our churches in the United 

States use to connect Scripture readings to the worship days of the Christian Year, 
(Continued on page 9) 
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already encourages and enables an extended celebration of Christmas. It designates 

the Sundays between Christmas and Epiphany as the “First Sunday of Christmas” 

and the “Second Sunday of Christmas” and assigns Christmas-connected Scripture 

readings to those Sundays (You can check out the Lectionary here: http://

tinyurl.com/yfzmlon ).  So if nothing else, it would be relatively easy for the Sunday 

worship and preaching of our congregations to continue the celebration of Christmas 

throughout the twelve days from Christmas to Epiphany. 

 We also have plenty of freedom in our family lives at home. Most of us with kids 

will find our children out of school during those twelve days, even if we don’t get 

them off work. We can think of ways to connect the fun they have on Christmas 

break with the ongoing celebration of the Christmas season. In the evenings 

throughout the Christmas season, from December 25 all the way through January 5, 

we could have special games, treats, and family activities. We could make Twelfth 

Night a special celebration, as a final celebratory night at the end of Christmas. 

 Every year at Christmas time I hear Christians lamenting the commercialization of 

the festival and the lack of focus on Jesus. And yet, we have to admit that sometimes 

we as Christians allow ourselves to be too much carried along by what our culture is 

doing. Our culture says that Christmas is a one day event, on December 25, that is 

preceeded by a month of shopping.  

 Why not resist the culture this year? For our churches and families, let’s decide 

that Christmas is a twelve-day event preceeded by the month long celebration of 

Advent. That way of doing Christmas doesn’t make much sense from a commercial 

standpoint, but it makes a lot of sense from the standpoint of celebrating the 

incarnation of the Son of God and the adoption of humanity into the life of the 

Trintiy. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 

¹Martindale, Cyril Charles. "Christmas." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 3. New York: Robert Apple-

ton Company, 1908. 1 Dec. 2009 http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm  
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 In the first centuries of the Church, Jesus’ birth and baptism were celebrated on 

the same day, January 6. In the mid-4th century, the two events began to be cele-

brated separately, with Jesus’ birth assigned to December 25 and his baptism con-

tinuing to be celebrated on Epiphany, January 6. 

 One of the early promoters of celebrating Jesus’ birth on December 25 was Greg-

ory of Nazianzus, who began the festival at Constantinople around 379 or 380 A.D.¹ 

 The following quote is from one of Gregory’s sermons on Jesus’ birth and may 

well have been delivered on one of the first December 25 Christmas celebrations in 

Constantinople:  

This is our present Festival; it is this which we are celebrating today: the coming 

of God to humanity, that we might go forth, or rather (for this is the more 

proper expression) that we might go back to God—that putting off the old man, 

we might put on the new; and that as we died in Adam, so we might live in 

Christ, being born with Christ and crucified with Him and buried with Him and 

rising with Him. . . For where sin abounded Grace did much more abound and if 

a taste condemned us, how much more doth the Passion of Christ justify us? 

Therefore let us keep the Feast, not after the manner of a heathen festival, but 

after a godly sort. ~ Oration 38 On the Theophany, or Birthday of Christ, paragraph 4. 

¹Martindale, Cyril Charles. "Christmas." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 3. New York: Robert Appleton Com-

pany, 1908. 1 Dec. 2009 http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03724b.htm.  

Gregory of  Nazianzus on Christmas 


