
 I was starting to get used to the fact that “Blessed are” the poor, the meek, and the 

persecuted. But in this week’s gospel text, Jesus goes and gives me an even harder 

one: “Blessed are those who have not seen” (John 20.29). He says this in the context of 

Thomas seeing the scars in the risen Jesus’ hands and side. Jesus is saying that it’s nice 

that Thomas gets to scientifically verify the resurrection, but the REALLY fortunate 

ones are the billions of us who can’t. What? Thomas has direct access to the data, and 

I have to rely on hearsay, and I’M the lucky one? 

 I’ve been wrestling with this problem for awhile, and I’m coming to a conclusion: 

The data of our theological science is not primarily historical data. It’s true that some 

people saw something happen 2,000 years ago and jotted down some notes about it. 

But when it comes to the real data (whatever that is), they had no better access to it 

than I do. Indeed, Jesus seems to indicate that, by witnessing the historical event first-

hand, they are put at something of a disadvantage, perhaps because the historical data 

might cloud the real data for them. 

 Karl Barth never put much stock in historical research about Jesus. This always 

bothered me. But Jesus’ conversation here with Thomas makes me wonder if Barth 

was right. That the primary data of theological science is that irreducible “encounter” 

that the Triune God has with us. Our data is the “I-Thou” relationship that is there in 

the Incarnate Risen Son, binding us to the Father in the Spirit. It’s a relationship that 

is infinitely beyond our ability to control, and it cannot be argued using data from  

history or science. 

 I’m still figuring this one out, but I can take a simple lesson from it, one that I 

barely understand but can take on faith: Thomas, who saw and touched Jesus’ scars, is 

no more blessed than I am. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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Acts 2:14a, 22-32 • Psalm 16 • 1 Peter 1:3-9 • John 20:19-31 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What does it mean to be “encountered” by the 

Triune God? 

2. “Thomas, who saw and touched Jesus’ scars, 

is no more blessed than I am.” Agree or Dis-

agree? 

3. How does the testimony of the apostles help us 

sort out truth from fiction in our spiritual lives? 

4. How can we help and encourage one another 

in the faith? 

The Incredulity of St. Thomas by Caravaggio, ca 1601 



The Communion of Saints 
 Everything we have, we have in communion. Existence in 

communion is the only kind of existence there is. That is how 

God exists and it is how we exist in him and with him.  God him-

self is communion—the loving relationship of the Father, Son 

and Spirit. Adoption, creation and salvation are ours because the 

Son shares the communion of the Triune Life with us by being in 

communion with our human nature.   

 Our texts this week point us to how our experience of life is 

an experience in communion. The Psalmist says that we have no 

good thing apart from the Lord (Psalm 16:2), and in his sermon 

in Acts 2, Peter explains to the Israelites of his time that they 

can’t just kill Jesus and get rid of him. They are bound up in his 

death and resurrection whether they like it or not. In fact, John 

points us to the way in which the resurrection of Jesus himself is 

known and experienced in communion. John tells us that Tho-

mas did not believe in Jesus’ resurrection until he was together, 

in communion, with the believing community and experienced 

Jesus there (John 20:26).  

 Where the reality of communion really gets interesting, though, is in Peter’s epistle. He commends us 

for loving Jesus even though we have not seen him (1 Peter 1:8). When we read Peter’s eyewitness testi-

mony to the resurrection, we really begin to see how utterly dependent we are on the communion of the 

saints. We each have our own experiences of meeting and being in relationship with Jesus (as John dis-

cusses in his article this week), but how can we confirm and check our experiences? How can we know 

that our personal experiences of the risen Jesus are not mere flights of fancy or self-delusion?  Because 

we have the “control” of the apostles’ experience to check ourselves against. In this context the word 

“control” means to “verify an experiment by a parallel experiment or standard of comparison.” In other 

words, I can confirm by reading their words that the Jesus that Peter met and saw resurrected, whose 

wounds Thomas touched, is the same Jesus I know through the Spirit in my personal spiritual life.  

 Without the apostles and the Church, and the Bible they produced—without the communion of 

saints—we would be left wondering what is real and what is imaginary. But because we have commun-

ion with Jesus through the Spirit, and because we have communion with each other through the Spirit, 

and have communion with the apostles and all the saints who have gone before us through the Spirit, we 

have a standard of comparison by which to sort out truth from falsehood. 

 Did Jesus really rise from the dead, glorified and resurrected on the 

third day as he said he would? Yes. How do I know? I have met him, 

alive and seated at the Father’s right hand, and the communion of saints 

confirms that we are all blessed in this way:  Blessed to love him though 

we do not yet see him. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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The Two Disciples at the Tomb  
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