
 When you’re learning to read the Bible in the light of Grace, it can be jarring when 

you come to passages about judgment and fear—this week’s epistle text, for example: 

“You invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 

deeds” (1 Peter 1.17). The Scriptures clearly affirm that we are saved according to 

grace, but with equal clarity they testify that we 

are judged according to our works. Really, look 

it up; it’s quite unsettling. 

 To judge is to tell the truth, to discern, to di-

vide truth from non-truth. To judge an alcoholic 

by grace would be to say that he does not have 

a drinking problem. So really, “judging by 

grace” just means “Lying.” But if the alcoholic 

has people who love him unconditionally 

(grace), they will want to see him whole/

unbroken (saved). So they will tell him the 

truth about himself (judgment). The hope is 

that the alcoholic will see the truth (belief) and 

admit the truth (confession), and rethink his 

future (repentance). Until he does that, he is condemned to a painful life—not be-

cause anyone is condemning him, but because he is living against the grain of reality. 

 It is good that the Triune God judges us according to our deeds, because only the 

truth will set us free. We become free to “love one another deeply” only as our souls 

are “purified” by “obedience to the truth” (1 Peter 1.22). 

         ~ John Stonecypher 

 

Third Sunday of Easter ~ 05.08.2011 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 • Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 • 1 Peter 1:17-23 • Luke 24:13-35 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Do you agree that we are judged according to our works? 

2. Has someone ever improved your life by telling you some-

thing unpleasant about yourself? 

3. Why do we tend to think that preaching God's grace won't 

compel a good response to God? 

4. How has God's grace created a good response in you? 

5. How does it change our view of judgment, repentance, and 

works to view them in the light of our inclusion in the loving 

relationship of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
Supper in Emmaus  

by Jacopo Pontormo, 1525 



Why The Trinity Must Be Central 
 Trinitarian Theology means putting the doctrine of the Trinity at the center of all Christian thought 

and all human living. This week’s issue helps us see why this is so important. In the Scripture Jesus 

speaks to us constantly about judgment, belief, response, repentance, heaven, and hell. If we define such 

concepts by any means other than the Father who loves the Son in the love of the Holy Spirit (i.e. The 

Trinity) we will come to the wrong conclusions. John and Tim have 

helped us see how we define two of these ideas—judgment and re-

sponse—in the light of the Trinity, and in doing so they have shown us 

why the Trinity must be central to everything we think about in life. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

God’s Grace Compels a Response 
 Consider Acts 2:14a, 36-41. Often times, this chapter in Acts is used to prove that you must do some-

thing to make Jesus Lord, and that your faith and repentance are what get you saved, almost in a con-

tractual way. The Truth is actually more beautiful than that!  

 Peter only says repent and believe AFTER he has said that the Holy Spirit has come upon all flesh 

(NASB = “all mankind”), Acts 2:17, AND, AFTER he has already proclaimed Jesus as Lord of all by the Fa-

ther, v.36 (Lord of all by grace, not by faith or repentance!). In verse 33 Peter preaches that Jesus re-

ceived the Spirit (but doesn't Jesus already have the Spirit from birth and without measure?), and that 

he had poured it out already that day on all flesh. It was AFTER they heard about such astounding grace 

that the crowd asked "Brothers, what should we do?"  

 According to this passage, and contrary to popular opinion, proclaiming mankind's resurrection in 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ and preaching the fullness of God's grace DOES compel a response and 

DOES convict people of sin and help them turn from it!  

 Notice that the crowd asks what should they do as a result of hearing this word of grace and that it 

isn't Peter that first tells them what they need to do! When Peter does tell them what to do, surprisingly 

he doesn't say confess your sins or go do a bunch of works or even "have faith!" He says, IN THIS ORDER, 

"repent" (metanoeo = to change one's mind), "and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of 

sins" ("for" as in "because of" NOT "to get what you don't have"). In my mind, it is already obvious to the 

crowd that their sins had already been forgiven since the Spirit had already been poured out on them on 

this day of Pentecost! When Peter finishes off with "and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" he 

can only mean, in the context, that: you will receive (embrace) what you have already received (or what 

has already received you!!) There is no receiving of God without Him first having received us!  

 If we are willing to receive it, Peter's sermon is one of the all time greats on how the Word of God's 

grace in Jesus includes and transforms us! Proclaiming God's Word of our Adoption and inclusion in His 

Grace does not, as many think, minimize our personal and corporate desire to evangelize, nor does it di-

minish the effectiveness of our following Him and doing His will in our lives, such as being baptized. 

Rather, proclaiming this Good News maximizes good things even more (v.41-47)! Hallelujah!!  

~ Tim Brassell 

The Adopted L i fe Page 2 Th ird Sunday of  Easter  

 

The Adopted Life 
 

Publishers: Tim Brassell / Jonathan Stepp 

Editor: John Stonecypher  
 

©The Adopted Life 2011    
 www.theadoptedlife.org 


