
 The Fourth Sunday of Easter is also known as “Good Shepherd Sunday” and the lec-

tionary this week emphasizes Jesus as our Shepherd. Our first instinct may be to see 

ourselves as the sheep who follow Jesus the Shepherd. That is a wonderful truth, and 

one of the most significant ways to experience God the Trinity in these passages,  but I 

think there is a deeper truth that I've often missed. This Truth is wholly related to our 

adoption into the Life of the Trinity and it has to do with the phrase in 1 Peter 2:25, 

which says "...now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls."  

 If we'll ask "Who is Jesus and how is it that we have returned to Him (and His Fa-

ther in the Spirit)?" it will clue us in to the deeper truth. Can you see it??? That excit-

ing truth is that we (the human race) have returned to God the Trinity IN JESUS, and 

in His literal Humanity, which makes Jesus not only the Shepherd (John 10:2) and the 

Gate (John 10:7), but also the Sheep! 1 Peter 2:19-24 intimates at Jesus' "Sheepness" 

on our behalf in the imagery given, which sounds to me a lot like a lamb going silently 

to slaughter. We can also come to this deeper truth by acknowledging the two central 

truths of the Gospel:  1).  God the Trinity only ever planned for our adoption into His 

Life through Jesus Christ—or the Son of God made human on our behalf and in our 

place, and 2).  If we could have gotten ourselves adopted and saved, God would have 

never planned for His Son to do it! 

 Yes, when perceived by the Spirit and through the Gospel, all of the lectionary 

scriptures for this week actually point to Jesus taking our place in every way, includ-

ing as sheep, and sharing His response to His Father and our fellow human beings 

with us in the grace of the Triune God. So no matter where you are in your journey of 

Inclusion—whether in struggle, doubt, celebration or joy—Jesus shares with you His 

embracing of the fact that IN HIMSELF, THE RESURRECTED JESUS, you have, even 

now, returned to the shepherd and guardian of your soul! 

           ~ Tim Brassell 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ 05.15.2011 

Acts 2:42-47 • Psalm 23 • 1 Peter 2:19-25 • John 10:1-10 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What is it about Adoption that makes the Gospel better than 

simply following Jesus' example?  

2. How does thinking out of Who Jesus is change how you 

read scripture? 

3. How could suffering unjustly be a way of “ruling”? 

4. How could suffering unjustly make the world better? 

5. How devoted is your church to the breaking of bread? 

6. Why do some modern Christians seem less devoted to the 

breaking of bread than the early Christians? 



Devotion to the Breaking of Bread 
 Luke says the early Church was devoted to “the breaking of bread” (Luke 2:42). Why? Because disci-

ples recognize the risen Jesus in the “breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:30-35). Christians are as much de-

voted to breaking bread as they are to praying, reading the Bible (“the apostles’ teaching”) and fellow-

ship, because Jesus took bread and said “this is my body” and he took wine and said “this is my blood.” 

Whenever we break bread together in his name we are recognizing the Son of God in the flesh as Jesus. 

 The bread points us to more than just Jesus’ death. It also points us to the incarnation (the Word be-

came flesh, symbolized by bread), and the resurrection (we recognize the risen Jesus in the breaking of 

the bread), and his second coming (it proclaims the Lord’s death until he comes, 1 Cor. 11:26). If we only 

interpret the breaking of bread in the light of Jesus’ death, then we won’t be very devoted to it because, 

after all, who wants to have a funeral for Jesus every Sunday? The early Church was devoted to it be-

cause they saw that it points us to the totality of who the Son of God is in flesh and blood as the man Je-

sus Christ—his incarnation, his life, his death, his resurrection, and his ascension. Communion can com-

municate the entire gospel of Jesus in one simple moment of everyone eating together. It’s also worth 

noting that Luke doesn’t say they worried it wouldn’t be “special” if they were devoted to it every time 

they came together. They realized that every aspect of worship (prayer, sermons, songs, etc.) feels more 

special some times than other times, but we still do them every time because we’re devoted to them.  

 The Good Shepherd Jesus told Peter, “feed my sheep” (John 21:17). 

Feed them what? Feed them Jesus. The early Church was devoted to 

feeding people Jesus—through the Bible, through prayer, through fellow-

ship, and through the breaking of the bread that is his body.  

~ Jonathan Stepp 

How The Royal Priesthood Rules 
 In the cross we find the weapon of the grace-based Trinitarian revolutionary—non-violent truth-

telling. Christ’s objective on the cross was utterly unique, but his tactic is universal. He endured unjust 

suffering on the cross, “leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2.21). 

Peter has just finished telling us that we are “a royal priesthood” (2.9). We will reign with him a thou-

sand years, and THIS is how we will reign—by suffering unjustly at the hands of those we rule, foregoing 

revenge and threats, for the sole reason that we know we can trust “the One who judges justly” (2.23). 

We share in Jesus’ vocation to do only good and to speak only truth (2.22). 

 It is only in this way that the kingdom comes, that the Father’s will is done on earth as in heaven. In 

Adam we were bound in shame and fear, and violence was the only way we knew to respond to violence. 

But now we have been set free from that way of living death, so that we can live in the way that makes 

the world more right (2.24). The world finds healing as we share in His wounds. It is in this direction, 

and no other, that our shepherd now guides our souls (2.25). Our embrace of suffering reveals the truth 

about ourselves, about our persecutors, and about God. And the truth will set us all free. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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