
 When Stephen looked up and saw “the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God” (Acts 7.56), what was he seeing? Was he on a video teleconference call with a 

faraway deity? Or was this an episode of “The Ghost Whisperer,” where he saw him-

self surrounded by apparitions made of a ghostly immaterial substance that could be 

seen only by special eyes? I dislike both of these dualist interpretations. So I beg your 

indulgence while I exercise my theological imagination to think through this event in 

a fresh way: 

 N.T. Wright says: “Heaven and earth in biblical cosmology are not two different lo-

cations within the same continuum of space or matter. They are two different dimen-

sions of God’s good creation…. Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the one 

who is in heaven can be present simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth: 

the ascension therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, without people hav-

ing to travel to a particular spot on the earth to find him…. God made heaven and 

earth; at the last he will remake both and join them together forever” (Surprised by 

Hope).  

 The Bible indicates several instances of travel between these two 

“dimensions” (Gen 5.24; 28.12; 2 Kings 2.11; 6.17; Ezek 3.12, 8.3; etc), but I think in 

Stephen’s vision we are seeing something new. The connections between heaven and 

earth are no longer sporadic or temporary, because in Jesus, the two space-times have 

been permanently joined together. I wonder if Stephen was seeing the new shape of 

reality, a new cosmos re-formed by the Incarnation—the beginning stages of the full 

integration of heaven and earth. This vision inspires hope for the day when the two 

dimensions will be so interwoven that all will see what Stephen saw, and death itself 

will be unable to survive. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. The connection between heaven and earth—

how is it different in the Old Testament? 

2. Have you ever experienced something like 

“heaven opening” at a certain time and place? 

3. What made our Adoption so painful for Jesus? 

For us?  

4. What costs did Jesus pay in His incarnation? 

5. How does the Holy Spirit help us see reality in 

Jesus? 



The Stumbling Block 
 Our human nature stumbles over Jesus. We like to be able to neatly categorize the stuff of this world. 

We like the gods to be god and humans to be human, but Jesus is both - and not half and half, either, like 

Hercules, but fully both at the same time. What?! We like heaven to be up there somewhere and earth be 

down here, but, as John points out in his article this week, Jesus has joined the two together. What?! We 

like good people to be rewarded and bad people to be punished, but, as Tim points out this week, suffer-

ing is a part of what it means to be human - regardless of how good we think we are. What?! 

 So, Peter tells us that Jesus is a stumbling block (1 Peter 2:8.) He messes with our neat categories and 

challenges our carefully thought out systems of philosophy, religion, and science. And at first that seems 

like bad news. To some people, who love their thought-systems, it is such bad news that they run away 

from Jesus. Then the Holy Spirit starts to work on us and we slowly begin to realize that it’s not Jesus 

that’s the problem, it’s our systems of thought. We have misunderstood everything that is going on 

around us. Like the ancients staring up at the sky and thinking the sun orbits the earth, we have gotten it 

all backwards. Our categories, our ways of thinking, and our world views are warped and skewed.  

 That’s when Jesus becomes so precious to us (1 Peter 2:7.) When we 

realize he is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6) and we can only 

understand ourselves and the universe when we see it all in the light of 

who he is: the Son of the Father, holding all things together. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

Adoption and Incarnation are Costly 
 Even as Stephen saw and proclaimed the Son of God as Man (the Incarnation), and received a literal 

hailstorm of stones for doing so, those who see and proclaim this same Incarnation with him, will often 

suffer for it (Acts 7:55-60.) Because we are sinners at the root of our existence, there is just no being 

adopted into the life of the Trinity in Jesus without the cost of suffering. Our sin problem is so organic 

and perverse that like a doctor having to break and reset a bone, so in Jesus Christ our sin and death had 

to be broken and reset, guaranteeing suffering. And because Jesus has adopted us and undone our bro-

kenness through suffering and become victorious over the grave through His bodily Resurrection, we 

can pray with the expectation of an assuring answer, this prayer along with the Psalmist: 

In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in your righteousness deliver me. 

Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. 

You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name's sake lead me and guide me, 

take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge. 

Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 

Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

~ Tim Brassell 
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