
 

Easter Sunday ~ 04.24.2011 

Jeremiah 31:1-6 • Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 • Colossians 3:1-4 • Matthew 28:1-10 
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O Give Thanks! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What is the crucial difference between Salvation and Adoption (even 

though Christ completed both in one act?) 

2. What does Jesus’ resurrection say about the love of the Trinity? 

3. What are some other scriptures, besides Psalm 118, that we often 

“rewrite” by the way we construct our theology? 

4. In what ways do you still see the Father’s love as conditional? 

5. How does it change our view of what it means to be human when 

we realize that we have died, risen and ascended with Christ? 

6. What is your favorite part of the celebration of Easter? 

 At the birth of our daughters, my wife and I were excited! What a thrill to count all 

their fingers and toes and get all of the right numbers! Ten, each! Whew!!! O Give 

Thanks! We wanted them to be as we had always envisioned—completely safe, whole 

and healthy in mind, body and spirit! Truly human as humans were designed to be! 

This analogy hints at the purpose of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It's one thing to 

be included in a family and be hampered by sin. It's another thing to be included and 

to share in the divine nature of the Triune God and His family, yet without sin, as He 

had always envisioned for us. This is why we give thanks for the necessity of Jesus' 

Resurrection! God the Father, Son and Spirit was going to adopt us into His family in 

and through Jesus, period (Eph 1:3-5). God wanted to make sure that in our adoption 

we would be as he had always envisioned—safe, whole and healthy in mind, body and 

spirit! Truly and fully human as we were designed to be! As Jesus Christ IS!  

 That is where the Resurrection and "Whew!!!" comes in! If Jesus came only to die 

and put our sin to death then we would have no hope for life, because He did such a 

good job of putting our sin to death that there would have been no more us! If our 

daughters had been born with deformities of every kind, we would have loved them 

regardless, but they would have been hampered by the deformities from living the 

kind of life they were ideally created for, humanly.  In His Resurrection, Jesus made 

sure that not only would our deformity and sin die permanently, but He rose with a 

renewed and ideal humanity so that we could live and be the Adopted Human Chil-

dren He and His Father had always dreamed of in the Spirit! Read the lectionary text 

of Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 in this Gospel context, and you will find yourself saying some 

of the same things that me and the Psalmist have said in the light of our Birth and 

Adoption in the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, especially "Whew!!!" and "O Give 

thanks [to you] Lord, [because] you...have become my salvation!" 

~ Tim Brassell  



Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
 Tim and John both wrote about Psalm 118 this week—but 

each in his own unique way. Psalm 118 is the Easter Sunday, 

resurrection, Jesus-has-kicked-Satan’s-butt psalm of victory. 

Tim points us to how this Psalm of resurrection and demonic 

butt-kicking is an expression of our joy at being born again 

when Jesus was born again of the virgin tomb. And John helps 

us see how our fallen, sinful theology would sound if we had 

written Psalm 118 in our blindness instead of the Holy Spirit 

writing it. Both perspectives point us to the same reality: 

Easter calls us to repentance. Seeing Jesus, fully God and fully 

man, risen, glorified, and triumphant over death means that 

we must rethink everything we thought we knew about what it means to be human. 

 St. Paul calls us to this kind of mind-blowing new perspective in Colossians 3:1 when he tells us to 

“set our hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.” (In fact, Christ is the 

right hand of God - see Psalm 118:15-16.) Why should we repent, change our minds, and focus on Christ 

instead of all of our desires and suffering? Because we have died with Christ (v.3) and risen with Christ 

(v.1) and when he comes we will share in his glory (v.4.) In my two churches we recite these words 

every Sunday during communion. I say “this table proclaims the mystery of our faith,” and then we all 

respond together “We died with Christ, we rose with Christ, when he comes we will share in his glory.” 

 We say it every Sunday because it is the gospel. It is the good news. It is the Truth of who Jesus is and 

we need to say it over and over again until we are home with the Father. Our flesh says “maybe” and “if” 

and “you need to do your part.” But with our lips we confess, and in our 

hearts we believe, the gospel of Jesus Christ: humanity has been raised 

into the life of the Trinity through his resurrection.  

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! And we are risen with him! 

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Salvation, maybe 
Psalm 118, Bad News Revised Version (BNRV) 

1O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is as good to me as I am to him; his mercy endures for as long as 

my faith does! 

14 The LORD shall become my salvation, maybe… 17 If my faith is strong enough, then I shall not die, 

but live, and declare the works of the LORD, if he does in fact do them. 18 Because he has anger is-

sues, the LORD hath chastened me sore; but if I repent really well, then he might not give me over 

unto death… 21 I shall praise thee if thou hear me, for thou just might become my salvation after all. 

22 The stone the builders rejected has become one of a handful of pretty important stones!  

~ John Stonecypher 

Peter and John Running to the Tomb  

by Eugene Burnand, ca. 1898. 

Psalm 118, Bad News Revised Version (BNRV) 

1O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is as good to me as I am to him; his mercy endures for as long as 

my faith does! 

14 The LORD shall become my salvation, maybe… 17 If my faith is strong enough, then I shall not die, 

but live, and declare the works of the LORD, if he does in fact do them. 18 Because he has anger issues, 

the LORD hath chastened me sore; but if I repent really well, then he might not give me over unto 

death… 21 I shall praise thee if thou hear me, for thou just might become my salvation after all. 

22 The stone the builders rejected has become one of a handful of pretty important stones!  

~ John Stonecypher 


