
 

Epiphany Sunday ~ 01.09.2011 

 Isaiah 60:1-6  • Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  • Ephesians 3:1-12  • Matthew 2:1-12 
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A Godly Baptism Ceremony 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How does it change your understanding of repentance to know 

that Jesus has repented for us in righteousness? 

2. How would you explain to a friend why Jesus was baptized? 

3. What aspects of Jesus’ baptism seem most significant to you? 

4. How does Jesus’ baptism reveal and explain the Trinity? 

5. In what ways does the Church participate with Jesus in being an 

epiphany to the world of what reality is all about? 

6. What are some new ways you can participate in Jesus’ revelation 

of himself to the world? 

 I had the privilege of baptizing my 10-year-old nephew Christian, and what a de-

light it was! Because I know Jesus Himself as the Good News, I could begin the bap-

tism ceremony by asking the question, “So, why was Jesus baptized?” (Matt 3:13-17).  

♦ “Was he baptized because he was a sinner?” “No!” was the loud response from 

the attendees. “Was he baptized because he needed to repent?” “No!” came the 

second and proper response from the attendees. “Well then, how did Jesus’ par-

ticipation in John’s baptism of repentance (Acts 19:4) fulfill all righteousness if 

Jesus was already righteous and had no need to repent?” 

♦ I then went on to proclaim: “Jesus is the Son of 

God as Man who came to us in our sinful flesh. 

He was born of Mary, a sinner, which means he 

actually inherited his mother’s sinful flesh and nature alongside his godly nature. 

And yet, Jesus was the one man who never sinned in sinful flesh” (Heb 4:15). 

♦ Pressing on I noted: “Because we are all sinners, and sinners can’t even repent 

without repenting in a sinful way (that’s how full of sin we are!), Jesus was substi-

tuting for us and taking the place of every human person in his baptism. He was 

literally repenting for us in righteousness—being rightly related to his Father in 

the Spirit without any sinful thoughts or actions in human flesh!” 

♦ Continuing, I said: “Therefore, when Jesus lived, He lived our life. When He was 

crucified and died, he suffered and died our death. When he rose, all of Humanity 

rose in Him. When He ascended, everyone ascended in Him. Christian, that is what 

your baptism is all about! It is your participation with Jesus today in proclaiming 

with him that 2000 years ago, all of humanity was baptized into the Life of God 

the Trinity—adopted and included in His Life 

and Love forever!” 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 “Arise, shine; for your light has come” (Isa 60.1).  

To see the light is to become luminous. To experience 

an epiphany is to become an epiphany for others. 

This is a big part of my image of what it means to be 

the Church. We have lifted up our eyes and begun to 

look around in the light of Christ (60.4), and there-

fore we see things in an utterly unique way.   

 This doesn’t make us perfect; if anything, it makes 

our imperfections even more obvious.  But it does 

force us to deal with reality at a depth otherwise un-

reachable, and this is our gift to the world.  Or rather, 

it is the way in which Father has gifted the world 

with us.  Our calling is to be shaped into a unique 

lens through which the world can see life, the uni-

verse, and everything. Our calling is to enable the 

world to see things worth seeing.  We shall see and 

be radiant (60.5).  And so shall they. 

~ John Stonecypher 

 ACTORS: Jesus, John, God the Father, God the Holy Spirit, and a Narrator (OPTIONAL: have crowd of peo-

ple watching in awe)  

 PLACES: Narrator in back, Father and Spirit linking arms on side of stage, John in the middle, Jesus next 

to John when he walks over.  

Narrator: Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by his cousin, John, who, appar-

ently, ate locusts and wild honey and wore camel’s hair. 

John (preaching to crowd/ people passing by): A man is coming who is even greater than I. He is so 

great, I am not even worthy to remove his sandals from his feet. 

Jesus: (who has just walked onto the stage): Let it be that you shall baptize me, cousin, for now it is 

time to fulfill all righteousness.  

Narrator: Then John baptized Jesus. (Act out the motions of John baptizing Jesus). As Jesus rose from 

the water, heaven opened up, and he saw the Spirit of God descend upon him in the form of a dove 

and lightning. (Holy Spirit reaches out and lays hands on Jesus’ head). Then, a voice from heaven said:     

Father: (Booming voice): This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. 

The End 

~ Emily Stepp 

Rise and Shine 
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A Note On Epiphany 
 

 The word epiphany means “manifestation”, “insight” 

or “revelation”. What is the epiphany that we receive in 

Jesus’ baptism? 

 1. The revelation that God is Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. The Son is baptized as the Father speaks from 

heaven and the Spirit appears in the form of a dove. 

 2. The revelation that Jesus is God the Son baptized 

(immersed) in humanity. 

 3. The revelation that all of humanity—both Jew and 

Gentile—is now, through Jesus, baptized in the Trinity.  

 This is why some Christian traditions celebrate the 

visit of the Magi on Epiphany and some celebrate Je-

sus’ baptism. Those two events reveal the reality of hu-

manity’s inclusion in the Trinity through Jesus.    

~ Jonathan Stepp   


