
 

Second Sunday after Epiphany ~ 01.16.2011 

 Isaiah 49:1-7  • Psalm 40:1-11  • 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  • John 1:29-42 
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Go Sing Your Song Too! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. What makes music such a good picture of the Triune Life? 

2. How would you describe the song of your life in Christ? 

3. Can you tell about a time in your life when you experienced fail-

ure and how Jesus brought you through that experience? 

4. How does Jesus’ own life help us understand failure in ministry? 

5. What are some of the objections we have to deal with in thinking 

about the fact that Jesus takes away the sin of the whole world? 

6. What does our belief that Jesus has taken away the sin of the 

world say to us about our mission as the Church? 

 No matter what singer or musician I see being interviewed their response is al-

most always the same: “I’m simply singing about the things in life that I am experi-

encing.” And boy, are we ever buying the stories that these singers are singing! I read 

on Wikipedia recently that as of February 4th, 2010 the iTunes online music store 

served its 10 billionth song download, and that in just a little under 7 years! Good 

gravy! That’s in addition to the estimated 230 Million songs illegally downloaded 

EVERY SINGLE DAY! 

 Well, the Lord has put a song in the mouth of the Psalmist and in your mouth too! 

(Psalm 40:1-11). Your story and experience may be a country song about how the 

Lord delivered you out of the desolate pit and the miry bog you were in (v.2). It may 

be a Gospel song testifying to how you were delivered from misfortune by Jesus 

(v.9a, 10b). It may be a rap song filled with dozens of multiplied rhyming words pro-

claiming God the Trinity’s wondrous deeds and thoughts toward you (v.5). Or it may 

be an off-tune ordinary song howled in the shower where it is very hard to restrain 

your lips after feeling the refreshing waters wipe away all the days grimy dirt like the 

Triune God has washed away your sins (v.9b)! 

 Since receiving clarity on the Gospel of Humanity’s Adoption in Jesus, I’ve hon-

estly been singing a lot more, and working strategically in such a way that others can 

hear my story and the Great Song of this Good News! I encourage YOU, no matter 

your background, culture or unique life and singing style, to join in the singing too! 

Not only does the Triune God give you a song of security and assurance in the Gospel 

(v.3) but, through his song in you, and in his passion for more of his adopted human-

ity to experience him as he really is, he will give others “an open ear”  

(v.6), and cause them to “buy” your songs and “see  

and fear, and put their trust in the LORD.”(v.3b). 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 On this second Sunday after Epiphany, the prophet calls upon us to see the light shining in our dark-

ness that we might “behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Our dark-

ness says that the sin of the world must be atoned for—and set right by—the very same sinners who 

caused the sin in the first place. And the paradoxical impossibility of that thought drives us to the deep-

est despair. Our darkness says that our sin is ours alone and we must fix it alone and when we are finally 

honest with ourselves we admit that we can never complete this impossible task. 

 Into this dark pit of despairing night the Epiphanal Light of the World shines with a brightness that 

stabs our sin-broken eyes and drives us to our knees in repentance. We cannot take away our sin, so the 

Son of the Father—baptized into our sinful nature and baptized into the Holy Spirit—has taken it away 

for us. And not only for us who believe, but for the whole world.  

♦ Therefore, hell is not a punishment for sinners. Hell can only be the pain of the delusion of believ-

ing that sin has not been taken away by the Son. 

♦ Therefore, everyone is a forgiven child of the 

Father in Christ, whether they believe it or not. 

♦ Therefore, the fall of Adam is undone and hu-

manity is liberated from captivity forever. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 Once upon a time, I heard Papa ask me to minister to an ailing congregation.  I dove in, ready to experi-

ence the miracle of church revitalization.  Then, after 7 years of sweat and tears, I preached that church’s 

last sermon, and I wished the congregants well as they moved on to their various new church families. I 

closed and locked the door on my way out, and went home to cry angry tears alone in my basement.   

 I bring this up just to say that I know what it’s like to “fail” in ministry.  Apparently, Isaiah did too:  “I 

have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity” (Isa 49.4).  But in brother Isaiah’s 

dynamic life in Christ with Papa and the Spirit, he knew something else.  He knew he was created to be a 

“polished arrow” for Papa, even though as far as he could tell, he’d never even been taken out of the 

quiver (49.2).  He knew he was created “that Israel might be gathered to” Papa’s arms, but that he hadn’t 

seen it happen (49.5).  Papa responded to Isaiah’s sadness by promising that not only will Isaiah be part 

of Israel’s restoration, but also that his ministry will be woven into Christ’s work of saving of the entire 

human race (49.6).  Isaiah’s labor of love will not be wasted, even though he will not live to see the  

results. 

 It is hard on our egos when we realize that Christ is building his own kingdom, and that he doesn’t 

need us to build it for him.  But like Isaiah, we can find meaning and joy in the fact that we get to make 

the bricks, even when we don’t get to see how he will use them.   

~ John Stonecypher 

The Sin of the World 
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