
 

Third Sunday after Epiphany ~ 01.23.2011 

 Isaiah 9:1-4  • Psalm 27:1, 4-9  • 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  • Matthew 4:12-23 
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Jesus Lives in our Mess! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How difficult is it to see Jesus in the midst of our messes? 

2. Can you tell about a time when Jesus was present in a clear and 

powerful way in a mess that you were a part of? 

3. What things in your life are you tempted to trust in for security 

instead of trusting in the Lord? 

4. How does our life change when we trust only in the Lord? 

5. Has your thinking about the Kingdom changed over your lifetime?  

6. How does it change the way we think to understand that Jesus 

himself is the coming of the Kingdom? 

 Life is messy! One moment Rep. Gabrielle Gifford of Arizona is meeting with con-

stituents at a shopping center. The next moment, 6 people are killed and 13 others 

are shot. The pain is so far-reaching that many of you have been praying about this 

situation. As bleak as this situation is and looks, there is a reason for hope! 

 How do we all KNOW, down to our toenails, how dark this kind of senseless killing 

and wounding is? Isaiah 9:2: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light.” We know what darkness is because we are so immersed in The Light.  The 

Spirit is not speaking to us of something nebulous 

in our mess, but speaking of Persons in Relation-

ship. The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 27:1, “The Lord 

is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” Because The Light is actually the 

Lord Jesus Christ who created and sustains us all, we can begin to have hope that it is 

in the Person of the Lord Jesus that the relational Love of the Father, Son and Spirit is 

being shared with us and bringing consolation, redemption and healing.   

 Because Jesus is Fully Man and Fully God, we can begin to imagine how he might 

as God help us through this in our actual humanity. God in Christ has not stood apart 

from our humanity and suffering but has fully embraced it. Therefore, as the Spirit 

says through Paul in 1 Cor 1:10, “Be united in the same mind and the same purpose.” 

Because of Who Jesus is, Light dawns even in the shadow and region of death! (Matt 

4:15-16).  Therefore we can think differently and positively in Jesus Christ about the 

negative things, see them redeemed in him, and share this truth about him with oth-

ers! (Matt 4:17-19). This is the Good News of the kingdom by which every disease 

and every sickness among the people is and will be 

cured (Matt 4:23). 
 

           ~ Timothy Brassell 
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Stronghold of Light 

Page 2 Th ird Sunday 
af ter  Epiphany 

 What does Jesus mean when he says in this week’s gospel text that “The kingdom of heaven has come 

near”? (Matt. 4:17). Growing up in an apocalyptic sect, I thought I knew:  He means the world govern-

ment of his millennial reign is about to start. I never quite sorted out how the kingdom of which Jesus 

spoke could be 2,000 (or more) years away from his statement about it and yet also somehow be “near.” 

All I knew is that I was living in the end-times and Jesus was talking about my time—not his own. 

 Step 1, I would say, is to really get a handle on what the “kingdom of heaven” must be. Regardless of 

what it might mean for the earth, now or in the future, it is first of all “of heaven.” That is to say, it is the 

rule and order of heavenly life. It is God’s life. And what is God’s life? His life is the Father loving the Son 

in the love of the Holy Spirit. So the Kingdom of Heaven is the Life of the Trinity.  

 Step 2 is to realize that Jesus says it “has come near.” Not “will” come near or is “about to be seen.” If 

the Kingdom of Heaven is the Triune Life and it “has come,” then Jesus must be talking about himself be-

cause he is the one that “has come.” 

 Step 3, then, is to embrace Jesus. He is the Kingdom 

of Heaven come near, he is the Triune Life grounded 

in human nature and drawn near to our suffering. He 

is The Epiphanal Light shining in the darkness.   

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps 27.1).  

 The stronghold of my life—What is it?  Is it my job? My family? My 

checking account? My political ideology? My gun? My ability to always be 

right? If my joy in life depends on such things, fear makes perfect sense, 

because I am relying on things that are inherently unreliable.  

 But the situation changes if I depend instead on the infinitely depend-

able Triune God. Kierkegaard says that “purity of heart is to will one 

thing.” The psalmist here says that his “one thing” is “to live in the house 

of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord” (27.4). He desires only one thing, 

fears the loss of only one thing—relationship with God: “Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn 

your servant away… Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!” (27.9).  

 When the Light of the world enlightens us, we come to see that such non-relationship is a cosmic im-

possibility. To be human is to live and move and have our being in the Son’s perfectly secure relation-

ship with the Father in the Spirit. This is the true stronghold of life. Fear makes no sense here. 

~ John Stonecypher 

The Kingdom of Heaven has Come 
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