
 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 01.30.2011 

Micah 6:1-8 • Psalm 15 • 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 • Matthew 5:1-12 
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How’s That Workin’ For Ya? 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Do the beatitudes seem naive or wise to you? 

2. Can you tell about a time in your life when you realized that what 

you were doing wasn’t working and you needed to do the opposite? 

3. What results of addiction have you seen in people’s lives? 

4. Have you ever been involved in an intervention, either as the inter-

vener or the addict? What was it like and how was it like the gospel? 

5. Why does the gospel seem foolish and impractical to us?  

6. How does the good news of our adoption in Jesus Christ impact our 

day-to-day decisions about relationships and our own actions? 

The Sermon on the Mount 

by Fra Angelico 

ca. 1440 

 Anyone who has seen the show “Dr. Phil” can identify with that question. It’s Dr. 

Phil’s way of getting people to think differently about their current strategy in ob-

taining certain results. It’s usually uttered by him in the middle of a great relational 

crisis (the worst kind of crisis!). Interestingly, I’ve noticed that Dr. Phil’s “cure” for 

most problems is to advise the people in crisis to think and do exactly opposite of 

their current approach. Very interesting…. 

 I believe this same dynamic is going on in Matt 5:1-12. By educating humanity as 

to how Adopted Life into the Trinity REALLY works, in his own way, Jesus is asking 

all of us, “How’s that workin’ for ya?” For instance, doesn’t it seem more natural that 

kingdoms are inherited by war and force, rather than by “poor”-ness? And doesn’t it 

seem more accurate to say that the dominating will inherit the earth rather than the 

meek? And yet, even though those ways at first SEEM right, what have they pro-

duced? War, force and domination haven’t given us what we really want, and our 

ways of thinking and doing are not working for us! Jesus (preceding Dr. Phil in all 

kinds of ways), encourages us to think and do just the opposite of what seems right 

in order to experience what we are really after. 

 More pointedly, and fortunately for us, Jesus is telling us the way things REALLY 

ARE with us in his union with his Father, the Spirit, all of humanity and all of creation 

right now, which is the opposite of what most of us think! In your crises (and BE-

FORE your crisis), ask Jesus to help you see him for who he really is in his relation-

ship to and with all things! For to see him for Who he really is means to see that IN 

HIM you’ve already got what you really want, including the way to participate with 

him and others so that you can actually BE who you 

are in him and be “Blessed” and “exceeding glad” (v.11-

12!) both now and forever! 

              ~ Tim Brassell 
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 It’s in our nature to love what works. We often ask of ideas “What is the practical value of this?” If a 

medicine cures our disease, we’ll take it in spite of the side effects (e.g. chemotherapy). If a coach is vic-

torious we cheer;  if he has a couple of losing seasons we say “It’s not working out” and call for his firing. 

 So why are we so opposed to the gospel? This week’s epistle text says that the cross appears foolish 

to our human nature but it is, in fact, the very power of God himself (1 Cor. 1:18). The cross works. It is 

effective. The cross reveals the Father’s determination to adopt humanity through the incarnation of the 

Son in spite of our sin and enslavement to death. By the cross Jesus defeats the powers of evil that would 

have derailed the Father’s plan of adoption and circumcises our human nature (Col. 1:13) to make hu-

manity fit for the Triune Life in which we are now included. That is powerful, practical, and effective! 

 Yet, as Tim points out in his article this week, we persist in turning away from the “ineffectiveness” of 

the cross to the “effectiveness” of human work: works like anger, revenge, war, and oppression which 

are completely ineffective. As John points out in his article, we will even pursue this human “wisdom” to 

the point of addiction and bondage—thus forcing our Father to stage an intervention to wake us up! 

 The cross reveals the adoption of humanity into the life of the Trinity by the incarnation of the Son as 

the man Jesus Christ. And from our fallen, sinful perspective this seems like foolish spiritualism. Yet all 

our “practical” moralism, ethics, and self-help is being 

revealed as a miserable failure. Maybe it’s time we got 

“wise” to the way the universe created by the Trinity 

really works and embraced the reality and effective-

ness of the “foolishness” of the cross. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 As a recovering addict, I know well what it is like to be confronted by people who love me.  In this 

week’s Old Testament reading, Israel has hit rock-bottom in her addiction to evil, and the Triune God 

and Micah stage an intervention.  Yahweh is no codependent enabler, because God is love after all—

tough love.  With the mountains themselves as witnesses (Micah 6.1-2), He recounts his kind and patient 

behavior toward Israel (6.4-5).  He articulates his desire for her recovery and healing (6.8).  He voices 

His feelings of frustration (6.3) at how she seems to think that her extravagant apologies make it okay 

for her to continue in her addictive pattern (6.6-7). 

 Yahweh is speaking the truth here because the truth is the only thing that can set Israel free.  The su-

preme blessing of rock-bottom is the clarity of vision—the epiphany—it can bring.  If Israel can see her 

situation clearly, she may come to recognize how unmanageable her life has become and how powerless 

she is to change it.  And if she can see that, she may finally be able to accept the help of the One who 

knows the path of her healing. 

~ John Stonecypher 

Get Wise to the Gospel 
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