
 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 02.06.2011 

Isaiah 58:1-9a • Psalm 112:1-9 (10)  • 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 • Matthew 5:13-20 
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Your Only Way Out! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How could letting a congregation know they have the mind of Christ 

actually help them solve conflicts and problems?  

2. How does declaring the Trinity cut to the root of relational conflict? 

3. On a scale of one-to-ten, how anorexic is your city? Your country? 

Your planet? 

4. What can your congregation do in your community to “remove these 

things from among you”? (Isaiah 58:9) 

5. Why isn’t it enough to just follow the rules? 

6. How does Jesus share his life with us in our relationships? 

 After 18 months of preaching from the Apostle Paul about God the Trinity’s 

shared relationship with them in Jesus, the Corinthian congregation had hardly 

transformed and was back at unruly thinking and living yet again! How does Paul 

discipline them once he learns of their senseless acts and infantile discord? He re-

minds them: 

As it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart con-

ceived, what God has prepared for those who love him"— these things God has re-

vealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 

God. But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Cor. 2:9-10, 16b) 

 Do you see the profound nature of Paul’s approach? Rather than acting on the 

“spirit of the world” (v.12) and beating down an obviously already beaten down 

Church, Paul proclaims the Trinity! Paul reminds them of the epiphany of the 

“mystery of God” (v.1). The Saving Grace of their situation in Paul’s mind is to let 

them know that despite their issues and slow transformation, the Father reveals 

Himself to them through His Spirit, and they have the mind of Christ! 

 Imagine for a moment that the Corinthians hear Paul in the Spirit and take him 

seriously! Oh, what shared creativity they have in God the Father, Maker of heaven 

and earth, to see the unseen solutions they think they lack! Oh, what shared Light 

they have in flesh from the Son of God Who is Incarnate and present for them and for 

their Salvation! Oh, what shared Relational Power they have in the Holy Spirit, pro-

ceeding from the Father through the Son, Who shares with them the mind of Christ!  

 Imagine for one moment what would happen if YOU took your union with the 

Trinity seriously in the middle of your beat-downs, 

conflicts, disharmony and slow transformation! 

              ~ Tim Brassell 

 

 This is the gospel:  

   everyone is here! 
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 The scribes and Pharisees were some seriously righteous dudes. They kept the law of Moses as per-

fectly as one can (Phil. 3:4-6). Yet Jesus says in this week’s gospel text that we must be even more right-

eous than them (Matt. 5:20). Thanks, Jesus, way to crush our hope of ever being good enough! 

 Here’s what Jesus is really telling us: righteousness is way more than following rules. Righteousness 

is living in every relationship the way the Father, Son, and Spirit live—freely, joyfully, and generously. 

Sure, the scribes and Pharisees were great at following rules (just like a lot of us today), but they were 

terrible at loving relationships (just like a lot of us today). In fact, the only person who’s ever really been 

righteous and lived in every relationship as a reflection of the Triune Life is Jesus. The only way we can 

have that kind of righteousness is if Jesus freely gives it to us by grace—which he has done. Hallelujah! 

 As Tim points out this week, this good news is what will really heal our relationships. And, as John 

points out, this gospel is what will really heal our societies, our nations, and our planet. The Father isn’t 

looking for slaves who will follow the rules. He’s created 

children in his Son Jesus who can really live the way the 

Trinity lives because we are really included in the Triune 

Life through Jesus. You can be one righteous dude by believ-

ing this truth about yourself: In Jesus, you are righteous. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 As Jesus said, our real food is “to do the will of Him who sent Me,” but a growing number of societies 

are being diagnosed with societal anorexia—a disease in which civilizations fast from basic social nutri-

ents and go extinct as a result.  Human history is littered with the corpses of civilizations that failed to 

feed themselves the minimum daily requirement of justice.  Is your society in danger of dying from so-

cietal anorexia?  Find out by taking our simple quiz.  Your society skips a meal each time one of the fol-

lowing occurs: 

♦ Every time a laborer is paid less than a fair wage (Isaiah 58.3). 

♦ Every time a conflict is resolved with violence, rather than honest communication (58.4). 

♦ Every time a human being is enslaved by un-payable debt (58.6). 

♦ Every time someone lacks access to adequate food, shelter, and clothing (58.7, 10). 

♦ Every time blame and dishonesty pass for social discourse (58.9b). 

♦ Every time lip service is paid to any one of the above (58.5). 

 Your society eats a meal each time it works together to “remove [these things] from among 

you” (58.9b).  If your society is showing any of the above symptoms, seek immediate medical help.  Ask 

for the Great Physician. 

~ John Stonecypher 

How to be a Righteous Dude 
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