
 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 02.13.2011 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 • Psalm 119:1-8 • 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 • Matthew 5:21-37 
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Don’t Forget Verse Six! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why is it important that Jesus stands in our place and chooses Life? 

2. Why would the Triune God ask us to do something that He already 

intends on doing in our place? 

3. When Jesus tells you not to manipulate people with words, does 

that make your life harder or easier? Why? 

4. What are some examples you have seen of people being verbally 

manipulated in the name of religion? 

5. Are you frightened of hell? Why or why not? 

6. Do you fear your loved ones may end up in hell? Why or why not? 

 Let’s be frank and honest in the Light of Jesus Christ! To take Deut 30:15-20 SERI-

OUSLY, now, can only mean for us to see Jesus choosing Life for us and on behalf of all 

humanity! I mean, really, what sinner could honestly believe that they could indeed 

choose Life versus death? Doesn’t any choice for a sinner mean, by definition, a choice 

that can only be made with some sin from the sinner included in that choice? And 

doesn’t every sin mean some type of death and falling short of the glory of the Triune 

God (Rom. 3:9-20, 23)? And isn’t death and falling short exactly what happens to us 

no matter our best attempts at choosing Life?  (Heb. 9:27)  

 Who will obey and observe the commandments of the Lord for us (v.16)? What 

Man will keep our hearts from idolatry and being led astray (v.17)? Which Human 

will keep us from perishing and premature death (v.18)? What Person will choose 

Life for us before the witness of all creation (v.19)? What Creature will love, obey and 

hold fast to the Lord so that we might live in the land the Lord swore to give us(v.20)?  

 Jesus, the Son of God as Man will do so (and has already done so! - Matt 5:17). That 

is why I entitled this short article “Don’t Forget Verse Six!” Deut 30:6! Yes , BEFORE 

the Lord poses the questions and imperatives, He already supplies the Answer and 

indicatives! Before asking us “to DO,” the Lord states that He graciously “will circum-

cise your heart and the heart of your descendants, so that you [all of you] will love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live.” 

 Aahhhh…so that’s the circumcision the Triune God is speaking of when he says “As 

in Adam all die, so in Christ will all be made alive”(1 Cor 15:22)! Thank you, Jesus, for 

keeping us from unnecessary striving, Father, Son 

and Spirit! 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 Jesus warns us about hell three times in Matthew 5:21-37. If, as Tim says this week, it is Jesus himself 

who has been obedient to the law on our behalf, then why would he warn us of hell? Shouldn’t salvation 

mean that we are safe and don’t need to worry about it anymore? Jesus’ warnings about hell reveal at 

least two important facts to us about humanity’s adoption as the Father’s children in Jesus: 

1. We are always in danger of the delusion that we can be God. In Deuteronomy 30 the Lord 

called Israel to live the faithfulness of the Triune Life and they failed. In its delusion Israel thought 

that they were doing a good job of it, but in Matthew 5 Jesus reveals that we are all delusional and 

are not doing a good job. Only the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit can refrain from calling others fools 

(v. 22) and never exploit others for their own pleasure (v. 28).  Only God never resorts to the ver-

bal manipulation that John describes in his article this week. 

2. We are really, actually included in God’s life. Since we can’t be God, and can’t independently 

live the Triune Life, the Trinity has adopted our human nature into the Father’s relationship with 

the Son. This is who Jesus is—he is our inclusion in the real, actual life of God. This means that hell 

remains a real possibility. Not as a punishment for wrongdoing but as the natural misery of being 

really included in God’s life and yet believing and living as though we are not included.  

 Jesus’ proclamation to us in Matthew 5 is this: “In me you 

are the Father’s child! Believe this truth of your belonging so 

that you can become what you really are and not suffer the 

hellish pain of fighting your true identity.” 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 During my high school years in New Jersey, it was a common speech pattern to end declarative sen-

tences with “I swear to God” or “I swear on my dead muthuh’s grave.”  Presumably, this was a way of 

saying: “At this particular moment, I am not lying about these particular facts.”  But I think that at a 

deeper level, it was a way of saying: “If you disbelieve what I just said, I will take it as a personal insult to 

me and my God/dead muthuh.”  In other words, they were using language to manipulate others.  

 Jesus teaches us to just say what we have to say, and let our statement stand on its own merits (Matt 

5.33-37).  We see this acted out in 1 Corinthians 3.1-9.  Paul has just finished telling us that, when he 

first went to Corinth, he had refused to manipulate people with “wise and persuasive words,” choosing 

instead to speak the gospel plainly and let it work on its own power (1 Cor 2.4).  But the Corinthians 

have gone on to manipulate each other by invoking famous names to bolster their own various points of 

view:  “I belong to Paul,” and “I belong to Apollos” (3.4).  But Paul reminds them how he and Apollos ac-

tually worked among them.  “Paul planted.  Apollos watered. But God gave the growth” (3.6).  They 

spoke the truth, but they never had to engineer the effect their words would have on people.  They let 

God take care of the results. And as far as we know, the topic of Paul’s dead muthuh never even came up. 

~ John Stonecypher 

The Danger of Hell 
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