
 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany ~ 02.20.2011 

Lev. 19:1-2, 9-18 • Psalm 119:33-40 • 1 Cor. 3:10-11, 16-23 • Matt. 5:38-48 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why is the "Who" more important than the “what” in discovering the 

purpose of our lives? 

2. We value community, but why do we also value being distinct? 

3. How helpful (or not) is O.T. law in helping to envision a just society? 

4. What are some different ways that people can influence their society 

to more fully embody the Triune life? 

5. What are some of the characteristics of the Triune Life? 

6. Jesus includes us in the Trinity’s Life. What does the nature of that 

Life tell us about how we should live in community with each other? 

 Like the writer of Psalm 119:33-40, all of my life I have been on a quest to discover 

who I am and what my unique place is in the universe and among all others. Some-

how, I have always known that there was a "me" to be discovered, a place for me and 

my distinction in union with all others. For the longest time I thought it was in drum-

ming, and then I thought my destiny was in going to a particular college. Later I 

thought that who I was must surely reside in being a motivational speaker, a human 

resource director, a husband, a parent, a life coach, a pastor, etc. I have enjoyed par-

ticipating in all of these things and have come to see that these things have played a 

part in coming to see who I am, but they were not the ultimate discovery. 

 Having discovered that those things weren't "it," I have wondered who will "teach 

me"? (Psalm 119:33). Who will "Give me insight"? (v. 34). Who will "guide me"? (v. 

35). Who will "give me...wisdom"? (v. 36). Who will "divert...and invigorate me"? (v. 

37). Who will "Affirm promises" of the destiny I know in my heart? (v. 38). Who will 

"deflect...my critics"? (v. 39). Who will "preserve my life through...righteous ways"? (v. 

40). The Psalmist knows "Who" and boldly cries out to Him. His name is Jesus (Luke 

24:44). And just as the Psalmist is crying out to know more about this God revealed in 

Jesus and receive his help, so Jesus clarifies that this God has a name—Father, Son and 

Spirit—and that He will most definitely equip us with power from on high and help us 

to know all Truth (Luke 24:49, John 16:12-15). 

 Do you want to know who you really are, and do you need insight from Someone? I 

recommend this relational God toward whom the Psalmist is pointing! Rather than 

focusing on the "whats" (that stymied me in my pur-

suit of knowing who I am), the Psalmist correctly 

points us to the "Who" that makes all the difference. 

~ Tim Brassell 
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Triune Rightness: Earthed 
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 In this week’s gospel text (Matt. 5:38-48) Jesus  adds a new dimension to the words of Leviticus 19. In 

Leviticus (as John points out in his article) we see the Triune Life earthed in the law of Israel. Jesus 

shows us the Triune Life earthed in himself. He reveals that God’s life balances the needs and rights of 

the individual with the needs and rights of the community. The Father, Son, and Spirit always give each 

other the freedom to be uniquely themselves while never using that freedom to damage their shared 

communion as one God. Within God’s Tri-unity, individual rights and communal rights are in harmony. 

 As Tim points out in his article, we must look to this balanced communion of the Trinity to truly un-

derstand ourselves, because through Jesus, humanity is now liv-

ing in this Trinitarian Life. Jesus tells us that if we want to know 

what our families, cities, nations, and world should look like, then 

we must look to the Triune Life of God in which distinct individu-

als in communion take care of each other.  

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 As the Great Dance of the Trinity gets earthed in human life, it pushes other things out of the 

way.  While we know that the New Covenant is how the Triune God establishes righteousness and jus-

tice in the world, the legal portions of the Old Testament can help us flesh out our vision of what right-

ness and justice look like.  As people share in the wholeness of the Triune life (Leviticus 19.2), their life-

together takes on certain characteristics: 

♦ Economic structures that make wealth accessible to poor people and immigrants (19.9-10). 

♦ Respect for property rights (19.11a). 

♦ Honest commerce (19.11b, 13a). 

♦ Simple speech, un-muddied by religious jargon (19.12). 

♦ Employers that treat employees fairly (19.13b). 

♦ Reasonable accommodation for the disabled (19.14). 

♦ Judicial systems that work the same for the poor and the rich (19.15). 

♦ Economic arrangements that respect human life, dignity, and well-being (19.16). 

♦ Open, honest conflict resolution in families and communities (19.17). 

♦ Forgiveness, reconciliation, mutual goodwill (19.18). 

 Old Testament laws often occur not in the form of imperative sentences (commands), but rather in 

the form of simple future-tense declarations: “You will do this,” and “You will not do that.”  From a New 

Covenant perspective, we can use them to shape positive visions of God’s good future, the future that 

has now arrived in the person of Jesus Christ. 

~ John Stonecypher 

Living in the Life of the Trinity 
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