
 

Eighth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 02.27.2011 

Isaiah 49:8-16a • Psalm 131 • 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 • Matthew 6:24-34 
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“Who” Is What Matters 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why is it so easy to depend on money? What’s faulty about that?  

2. Why would it be encouraging to us that Jesus receives all of his hu-

man needs from His Father, in the Spirit?  

3. Can we do things for God and have a “quiet soul” at the same time? 

4. Why does the Psalmist make a connection between hoping in the 

Lord and being like a weaned child? 

5. How does society fuel our delusions of independence? 

6. How can our lives in family, church, community, and nation better 

reflect the interdependency and mutual care of the Triune Life? 

 In Matthew 6:24-34 Jesus says that we cannot worship God and money. That means 

that the Worship Life of the Father, Son and Spirit, in which all of humanity is wholly 

included in Christ, involves union and communion; dialogue, not monologue; two-

way—not just one-way—conversation. I cannot help but think of how practical, literal, 

and humorous these words from Jesus are. If I went to my clothing, money and food 

and asked them to never leave or forsake me, they would not respond in any meaning-

ful way. And if they did, that would only give me far more reasons for not trusting 

them ever again! Ha-ha! With just a little humorous thought, it becomes clear why 

these things would not and could not meaningfully answer me.  They are "what's" and 

"things" in the service of "Who's."  They are NOT persons in relationship with me!  

 So, you have no choice! You can either believe and practice something utterly ri-

diculous—thinking that food, money and clothing have created and will take care of 

you, and suffering the consequences of such dumbness.  OR, you can believe the 

Truth—that God is a relational being of Father, Son and Spirit, and that just as a 

"woman cannot forget her nursing child, nor fail to a show compassion for the child of 

her womb" (Isaiah 49:15), neither will He lack meeting even your most basic needs, 

the needs of his child!  

 Isn't it persons that really make the difference in your life? Isn't it persons who sup-

ply your needs and manipulate "things" or "whats" in your favor? This is why Jesus se-

riously asks you to participate with Him and to know who you are in the Life of the 

Trinity, as His adopted child! Then "all these things will 

be given to you as well" (Matt 24:33). You will experi-

ence without worry the same meeting of your needs 

that Jesus receives humanly from His Father! 

~ Timothy Brassell 
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 Most of us prefer to try for independence in our lives. Dependency smacks of childhood, embarrass-

ment, and a failure to be what we imagine ourselves to be. But what is it we imagine ourselves to be? If 

we imagine we are independent beings who are self-made and can fend for ourselves without help from 

anyone else, then we are delusional. To imagine ourselves in this way is to imagine ourselves to be gods.  

 Not even God himself—the Father, Son, and Spirit—has such an independent existence. The Son is 

begotten of the Father and the Spirit proceeds from the Father through the Son. The Father is the Father 

because he is the one who begets the Son and from whom the Spirit flows. The persons of God are de-

pendent on each other. It should not surprise us, then, as creatures of this Creator, to find that our exis-

tence is dependent on the Son (Col. 1:17) and that we exist in interdependence with one another. 

 As Tim points out this week, it is laughable to think that we might be sustained by anyone or anything 

other than the Son of the Father, and most laughable to think we sustain ourselves. It is only when we 

accept the dependent nature of our existence that we can experience the weaning that John describes in 

his article—painful, yet absolutely necessary to maturity. 

 This week’s scriptures point us to this reality: We are dependent on Jesus. We need the Lord to save 

us (Isa. 49:8).  We find peace only in him (Ps. 131:3), and he sus-

tains our existence (Matt. 6:33). We won’t even try to pass judg-

ment on ourselves or on others (1 Cor. 4:3). In utter dependency 

on Jesus we simply calm and quiet our souls within ourselves, 

like weaned children with their mother. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 Once upon a time, I heard my Father’s call to conquer the world in His name.  But I’m not so sure 

anymore about what I heard.  Because conquering things is something I’ve so very good at telling my-

self to do.  My eyes have always been “raised too high” and focused too far ahead (Ps 131.1a).  I have 

always had trouble knowing what to think about when I am not thinking about “things too great and 

too marvelous for me” (131.1b). 

 As my Father epiphanies Himself in my life right now, He is not calling me to conquer the 

world.  Instead He is helping me deal with my frantic need to conquer things.  He is teaching me to 

“calm and quiet my soul” (131.2a).  I am learning how HARD it is to live “like a weaned child with its 

mother” (131.2b).  Being weaned is not a pleasant process.  It means my mother is cutting me off, for 

reasons I can’t understand.  I want to run.  Scream.  Hit.  Do whatever I can to convince myself that I am 

still loved.  Still worthwhile.  But I can’t run; I am held tight and close.  But no milk.  I don’t under-

stand.  I am afraid.   

 These days, my panic is more calm than it was.  My heartbeat is slowing a little.  I don’t get to live on 

milk anymore, but I am learning to live on hope (131.3).  And I’m learning to believe that’s okay. 

~ John Stonecypher 

Dependent 
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