
 As we all know, Star Trek is relevant to imaginative theological inquiry.   

 A case in point…Warp 10.  The Starship Enterprise measures speed in 

exponential multiples of c, the speed of light.  Warp 9.99 (the fastest the 

Enterprise has ever gone, though I’m sure Scotty could make it go faster if 

you told him it was necessary) is nearly 8,000 times light speed.     

 A common misconception is that, by going just a little faster, the Enter-

prise would get to Warp 10.  Not so.  A starship can forever get closer to 

Warp 10 (Borg ships have been clocked at Warp 9.9999, for example), with-

out ever achieving it.  An object going Warp 10 would be filling every point 

in the universe simultaneously, which as we all know, doesn’t happen.   

 Switching gears…  I’ve always been annoyed by the ascension of Jesus—it has just looked corny to me.  Jesus 

dies, is raised from the dead, hangs out with his disciples for 6 weeks or so, and then he flies away like he’s Super-

man or something.  My Greek mind (and if you live in Western civilization, you have a Greek mind too) thinks 

Jesus should just sort of dissolve and disappear, ceasing to be ‘physical’ and becoming simply ‘spiritual.’  But that’s 

not what happens.  He does the thing Neo does at the end of The Matrix—he flies up into the sky until he’s too far 

away to see.  His physical embodied nature does not end (which is heresy to the Greek mind, which is damn sure 

that having a body is a bad thing).   

 So where is he going?  Up into space where God lives?  Come ON…   This has 

always just been a sort of embarrassing image to me.   

 Some thoughts… What does Jesus say as he ‘flies away’?  He doesn’t say “My 

Father lives out in space, and I’m going there now, which means I won’t be with 

you.”  Nope.  He says “I am with you always.”  A strange thing to hear from 

someone who is in the process of leaving you.   

 Okay, here’s the whacky but intriguing Star Trek connection:  Imagine the in-

carnate Jesus, risen from the dead, jetting into space.  Speeding up as he goes.  See 

ya later, Moon… There goes Mars… Jupiter and Saturn are a blur… Here’s Alpha 

Centauri… On to Andromeda galaxy… [you get the idea].  If the Borg are trying 

to follow him, he’s totally left them in the dust by now.  We all know Warp 10 is 
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impossible.  But then again, the impossible has never stopped Jesus before.  What 

happens if Speedy Jesus hits Warp 10?  He is still a human being with a physical 

body, but by definition he is now filling every point in the created universe simulta-

neously.   

 Far fetched?  Maybe.  But then again, look at what St Paul has to say about Jesus’ 

reason for ascending:  

 Jesus is “the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole uni-

verse” (Ephesians 4.10).  

 The ascended Christ is “him who fills everything in every way” (Ephesians 1.23).  

 Sounds like Warp 10 to me… 

~ John Stonecypher 

 

See more of John’s writing at http://dancinggod.wordpress.com/ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Creation Connection 

 The Bible has many references to the connection between Jesus and the creation. 

The everything and everyone exists in the Son and he fills all things everywhere . 

 This connection is the reason that the gospel is good news for all humanity. Since 

Christ fills everyone with himself and everyone exists in him, it therefore follows 

that when he died we all died, when he rose we all rose, and when he ascended to 

the Father’s right hand we all ascended. There is no other god in whom we can exist, 

therefore our continued existence depends upon Jesus taking us with him wherever 

he goes: the cross, the grave, the right hand of the Father. 

 Here’s a list of some of the scriptures that describe this connection: 

• John 1:3-4 

• Acts 17:28 

• Ephesians 1:10, 1:23, 4:10 

• Colossians 1:16-17 

• Hebrews 1:2-3 

~ Jonathan Stepp 



The Fruit of  the Spirit 
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The Holy Spirit, who 

unites the Father and 

the Son, is the source 

of love, joy, peace, 

patience and all other 

good we find in 

ourselves and others. 

 Have you ever asked yourself, “where does human love come from?” I know, me 

neither; I had never thought to ask myself that question until about a year ago. 

 For the most part we grow up assuming that we understand basic human experi-

ences like love, joy, peace and patience. None of us have perfect lives but we all ex-

perience such blessings in some measure. We also see it all around us. Mothers lov-

ing their children, families celebrating in joy, and peace among people that is truly 

amazing. Having experienced it we think we know what it is and conclude that it is 

“natural” or comes from our “hearts” or is simply “the way it is.” 

 We also all experience the opposite as well. Hatred, fear, warfare and other sins 

are our constant companions. We may ask “why is there so much evil in the world?” 

What many of us never stop to ask is “why is there so much good in the world?” In 

the midst of all the sin and evil how is it that we are still capable of rising above our 

own failures and loving others, finding joy, and making peace? 

 It is only in the light of Jesus, the Light of the World, that we are at last able to 

understand where goodness comes from. To know him is to know the source of 

love, joy, peace and patience in our lives. The Holy Spirit, who unites the Father and 

the Son, is the source of these experiences (Gal. 5:22.)  

 Love is the fruit of the Spirit, and there is no other “love tree” in the universe. If 

I see an apple, I know it came from an apple tree. If I see the fruit of the Spirit I 

know it came from the Spirit. If I see my Muslim neighbor loving her children it is 

not because she is naturally loving. It is because she lives and moves and exists in the 

Son of God (Acts 17:28) and he shares with her his Spirit, the Spirit who is love and 

who bears the fruit of love in our lives. 

 Does my Muslim neighbor understand that? Probably not, but then again, neither 

did I until recently and I’ve called myself a Christian all my life! Religious systems 

don’t give us the truth, they can at best only reflect the truth. Jesus is the Truth. To 

the degree that our religious systems reflect him accurately we are closer or farther 

from the Truth. We can label ourselves with different religions but we are all partici-

pants in the life of Christ, (Col. 1:17) whose Spirit is the source of goodness in our 

world, and whose Truth is the end of religious identity (Eph 2:15.) 

 The pain we experience from sin can blind us to the truth of who we really are 

and what the Father is really doing in the world. If we aren’t careful we can miss the 

work of the Holy Spirit because we are looking for him only in those places we have 

decided he should be: church, Christians, and flashy miracles, just to name a few. 

 The gospel is that our sinful human flesh has been cut away in Christ (Eph. 2:13) 

and now we can see the Truth for what it really is. We can see that love is the fruit of 

the Spirit and we are all included in the life he shares with the Father and the Son. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 



 In this article, I will be addressing a second big objection to the Good News of 

the Adoption and Inclusion of all of creation in Jesus.  

 That 2nd objection is: “Isn’t this theology encouraging people to sin?”“Isn’t this theology encouraging people to sin?”“Isn’t this theology encouraging people to sin?”“Isn’t this theology encouraging people to sin?” When 

people ask this question, their fear is that we are actually promoting immorality and 

encouraging people to just go out and steal, fornicate, kill and get drunk.  

 After all, isn’t saying that “everyone is still included” saying that there is no real 

harm done in the end, and all will be well. They then point to the various and OB-

VIOUS sins mentioned and condemned in scripture, hence the fight they put up 

against a theology of Inclusion in Christ. 

 So, how do we respond to this very passionate and real objection in the Light of 

Christ? Here are my basic thoughts in that Light! 

 I am learning that the first thing to do is to recognize that there is no real light 

on a subject without the Light of the Person of Jesus Christ! If I truly want to un-

derstand what sin is, then I have to know Who Jesus is. If we begin defining things 

too soon, and without that Christ-centered foundation, we are destined for a very 

darkened take on the subject matter at hand. Regarding this subject, I also find a 

quote by Henry David Thoreau helpful. He said “For every thousand hacking at the 

leaves of evil, there is one striking at the root.” 

 Our strong and sinful temptation is usually to begin arguing among the “leaves” 

on the subject of sin and start fighting about what is and is not a sin and, of course, 

fighting with scriptures. We’ve heard of people saying something like, “I may have 

murdered my brother but God knows that wasn’t really in my heart!”, or “that ‘sin’ 

is not even mentioned in the bible, so I don’t think it really is a sin, plus, God 

knows what is in my heart!” And off we go into abstract arguments and definitions 

of what REALLY constitutes a sin or not!  

 I am sure you can identify with some of this type of conversation. It seems that 

in our desire to get comfort from God “knowing our heart” we easily dismiss the 

other scriptures that state how wicked God knows our heart to be, and how little 

we do know of it! (Jer 17:9, John 2:23-25) 

 Let’s strike at the root of this issue, and get more practical and concrete! The 

Gospel is the Person of Jesus Himself. In His Person we Christians believe that Je-

sus is really the Son of God as Man (John 1:49-51), and the One in, and through, 

and By, and For Whom all things are created and sustained (Colossians 1:15-18).  

 We believe that when He died, all of creation somehow mysteriously died (2 Cor 

5:14), and that when He rose, creation rose and ascended into the very life and be-

(Continued on page 5) 

Objections to the Gospel, Part 2 
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Objections to the Gospel, Part 2. . . (cont.) 

ing of the Triune God in Him (2 Cor 5:15, Eph 2:4-7). As the One in Whom all 

things are created and sustained, this is the Reality and fundamental Truth regarding 

all things in creation! If we don’t think this way, we are not thinking in a Christian 

way, nor are we thinking properly, biblically speaking. 

 Therefore, no matter how much we argue about what constitutes the various 

transgressions and sins we commit, there is a statement about all things that we 

must pay attention to in the Person of Jesus. In Him is the Truth about where and 

what all things REALLY and Truly are RIGHT NOW (John 14:6); reconciled and 

redeemed in Him, with our transgressions absolutely NOT being counted against us 

by God no matter how wrong they actually are (2 Cor 5: 18-19)!  

 This is not a Truth saying that harming our neighbor or ourselves is right, be-

cause it is wrong (the Godhead do not harm Themselves!) But it is a Truth that says 

that sin isn’t so harmful that it could keep Jesus from reconciling us, redeeming us, 

and including us in His actual relationship with his Father in the Spirit! Encourag-

ingly, it says that God loves and likes us so much, he came into darkness and sinful 

flesh to get us, and nothing, not even our sin was going to keep us from being 

adopted into His family relationship (2 Cor 5:21)!!  

 Wow! All of our talk about God not being able to get near sin is a lie! He actu-

ally used it as the means by which he would unite us to Himself in an even stronger 

way! 

 Yes, this kind of talk, humanly, ticks us all off Matt 20:1-16 (we would be liars to 

say otherwise!) Somehow in our minds we actually convince ourselves that we really 

“know” our heart and actions to be better than someone else’s, and “by God, those 

others are worse than me and don’t deserve to be where I am at or go where I am 

going!!” (I want to preach Jesus’ grace strong right now, but must restrain myself 

and stay on the subject at hand ☺)  

 In the grace of God I say, “go ahead, be ticked!”, but don’t believe for one sec-

ond that God puts a thermometer in your mouth to check his own temperature, 

because he doesn’t!! ☺ Enough said “You ‘sinner/saint’ you” (and me too!) ☺ 

 Let’s clarify all of this as it pertains to the question of our 2nd objection. If we 

truly believe and preach that Jesus is God’s Good News and that we are included in 

God’s relationship in Him (and we do), then the first thing we must say about sin is 

that it has something more to do with that Truth than about our moral actions 

against ourselves and one another. Do you see that?!Do you see that?!Do you see that?!Do you see that?!  

 If our inclusion is good (and it is!), and sins are bad (and they are!), then bad is 

(Continued from page 4) 
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defined in the Light of Jesus as something opposite or contrary to the Truth 

(Jesus!). This means that, fundamentally, sin is first and foremost our opposing the 

truth of our inclusion in God’s Relationship, in Jesus!!!  

 ARE YOU OPPOSING THIS TRUTH OF CREATION’S INCLUSION?! ARE YOU OPPOSING THIS TRUTH OF CREATION’S INCLUSION?! ARE YOU OPPOSING THIS TRUTH OF CREATION’S INCLUSION?! ARE YOU OPPOSING THIS TRUTH OF CREATION’S INCLUSION?! 

Jesus actually said that the Holy Spirit was coming to prove us wrong about sin be-

cause we don’t believe in Him (John 16:7-9!)    If we have ears to hear, Jesus is saying 

that part of sin’s devastating problem is that it gives us a sinful view about sin!!! 

 So, the next question becomes, since we are included in God’s family in Jesus, 

then why do we still do harm to one another, and why does scripture encourage us 

to avoid moral sins and transgressions like the plague (see 1 Thess. 5)? Well, first, 

let’s be real honest! None of us actually does avoid sin like the plague, no matter 

how “Christian” we are, now do we? Just the opposite, in fact (Rom 7:7-12)!  

 Most Christians believe in the sins of commission and omission, and we aren’t 

always sure what those are, are we? Well, rather than heading in an abstract manner 

to try to sort it all out, God has given us the simplicity of Christ in the Gospel. The 

basic reason we all commit transgressions and sins, even though we are saved in 

Jesus is because we really and truly do not believe the Gospel!! Soberly, but seri-

ously, this is true!! (Mark 9:24) 

 If you really believed that God has fully included you in His Provision, would 

you try to find your life in stealing? If you really believed you were included in 

God’s life and blessed with all spiritual blessings in Jesus, would you try to find life 

in fornication or adultery? If you were fully assured about your inclusion in Christ, 

would you try to find life by killing others in jealousy and envy? I think you see the 

point! These acts we call sin and transgressions actually point to a deeper problem 

and root of life.  

 When we do not believe the Good News of our inclusion, we are sinning and we 

begin to transgress in a variety of ways to try and find the Life that we already have 

in Jesus! Sin is about blindness and not seeing Jesus and ourselves properly. When 

we transgress there, we start trying to find life in our own way and begin “hiding in 

the bushes” (of drugs and alcohol perhaps) in order to dull the inevitable pain that 

follows unbelief and believing improperly that God’s mind about us has changed 

(Gen 3:1-13!!) 

 This is why Paul always begins with the Gospel in his epistles (Eph 1) and then 

discusses the practical outworking of it (Eph 4). When Paul speaks for or against 

good works, he is describing (not prescribing), the natural result of believing God’s 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Objections to the Gospel, Part 2. . . (cont.) 

Good News, or the disaster of not believing it. When we believe the truth of who 

we are in Jesus (included), sins begin to fall off our backs like water off a duck’s 

back (how can they not – we are trusting Jesus with our lives and do not have to try 

to get or sustain life for ourselves!)  

 When we don’t believe who we are in Jesus, sins begin to creep up faster than 

we can keep up, and before you know it our tongues are hanging out in despair! We 

then start running on the hamster’s wheel of futility trying to overtake our increas-

ing poor performance (Gal 3:10-12), OR, we climb off the wheel admitting defeat 

and try to numb the inevitable pain with whatever little pleasures we can temporar-

ily scrape up (Heb 11:24-25)! Do you see that?!Do you see that?!Do you see that?!Do you see that?! 

 So, are we encouraging people to sin when we unhedgingly proclaim their inclu-

sion in Christ? Absolutely not! Just the opposite! We are encouraging them to 

TRULY stop sinning and to trust Jesus for their hidden life in God, in Him (Col 

3:1-4!) They are INcluded! If we reverse this, and put more emphasis on their need 

to be holy and overcome their sins and immorality in order to be included, we are 

actually encouraging them to trust in themselves and they will engage in bad prac-

tices even more trying to “get and stay right” (Romans 7:5-6)! They will inevitably 

get on the hamsters wheel of hopelessness or get off and “hide in the bushes”, ei-

ther way, their trust will not be in Jesus and their already inclusion!  

 I believe we are encouraged to toil and struggle in mainly one area of life: “For 

to this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the Living God, 

who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe!” – I Tim 4:10b 

NRSV 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 In God is For Us, Baxter Kruger tackles a difficulty that many Christians struggle 

with: the idea that God is partly on our side and partly against us. Most Christians 

don’t realize they are struggling with this issue, but their beliefs about God (their 

theology) create a tension that does great damage to the soul if left unchecked. 

 Many Christians believe that the Father’s wrath against humanity’s sin is the rea-

son for Jesus’ incarnation. Without realizing it, their theology sets up a split person-

ality within the Trinity: an angry Father and a forgiving Son. With such a dichotomy 

many people never truly believe that God is 100% for them and on their side. 

 Step by step Kruger walks through the scriptures explaining who God really is 

and how all of him, Father, Son, and Spirit, is totally on our side. 

 You can find God is For Us at www.perichoresis.org. 

Book Review: God is For Us 



 An eagle defines it by soaring on wingtip far above the landscape to the tallest 

tree top in caring for its young still in nest.  Clouds glorify God by their shear 

beauty when displayed against the sunset through a rainbow of reflected color.  

They share a glory by raining down on the parched earth.  A single white puff drift-

ing across the bright blue summer sky says, “Here I am, just the way you made me 

to be!”  When something is seen for what it is truly meant to be God is glorified!  It 

is at that moment without façade, viewed in a pureness of created quality: Glorious!   

    A fast runner is in his fullest glory as he crosses the finish line and steps up to 

receive the trophy.  Of course he was the fastest runner before the race began, but 

he didn’t enter into glory until he was seen to be what he actually was.  

      Women (and sometimes men) shed a tear at weddings, not because they are sad, 

(most of the time :-)), but because they know this is as good as it gets!  This snap-

shot of life when a man and a woman promise in front of all who are gathered to 

love each other, submit to each other, be kind to each other, enjoy each other, party 

with each other, get sick with each other, get rich or poor with each other, and 

watch each other grow old together, is just too honest, just too real to hold back 

our emotion!   We capture the moment with as many videos, stills, and digital pic-

tures as possible.  It’s a glorious event no matter where it takes place.   

 When Jesus came to this earth as a man there was a glory in his birth, a glory in 

his dwelling among us, a glory in His death, and a glory in His resurrection.  As 

John testifies, we have seen it, and this glory is one shared by the Father (John 

1:14.) 

 Before Adam sinned, he was naked -in all his glory - and unashamed before 

God.  We lose glory when sin causes us to be seen as less than who we are really 

meant to be in Christ. (Rom. 3:23)  When we are blind to our purpose for being we 

cannot live it out.  Men and women were created and placed here in God’s image.  

A loving creator planned from before time to adopt us into this relationship He has 

within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  to glorify Him!   

 The Apostle Paul tells us that God has made his light shine in our hearts so that 

we see the glory of God in the face of Christ.  (2 Cor 4:6)  Jesus is truly what man 

and God was meant to be, together, whole, glorious!  He glorified His father by be-

ing (becoming) one of us, living here among us as God and man, dying our death, 

and being resurrected so that in being lifted up all men might be drawn to Him. 

(John 12:32)   

 Be true to who you are meant to be as a child of God alive in Christ.  Live glori-

ously! 

~ Steve Schantz 

How Would You Define Glory? 
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Ministering to Children 

 Once we begin to understand the fullness of the gospel we find our perspective 

on everything about ministry begins to change. We no longer see our calling as one 

to “get” people saved but as a calling to help others “be” saved. (See “Don’t Get 

Saved, Be Saved’ in The Adopted Life, Special Issue 1.) 

 Youth and children’s ministry is no exception. We once saw young people as 

born into this world disconnected from God. We thought our job was to help them 

get into Christ and get Christ into themselves. Now we no longer regard anyone 

from such a human point of view (2 Cor. 5:15,) but we see everyone - including 

young people - through the lens of Jesus. 

 Children, from the day they are born, live and move and exist in Christ (Acts 

17:28) and together with all creation have already been reconciled to the Father in 

him (Col. 1:20.) Therefore, since they are in Christ and he is in them (Eph. 1:23) 

they are participating from day one in the love, joy and peace of the Triune Life of 

God through the Holy Spirit. 

 Our calling, then, is to help them see the truth about who God is and who they 

are. Our calling is to love them, pray for them and with them, and include them in 

our lives in the name of Jesus. In this way they will come to see their own inclusion 

in Jesus’ life. After all, that is what Jesus does for us. He loves us, prays for and with 

us, and includes us in the life he shares with the Father and the Spirit.  

 The same Holy Spirit that brings love and joy into our children’s lives is at work 

in our lives, sharing with us the love he has for our kids and inviting us to believe 

that he is telling them the truth about their life in Christ. When we speak faithfully 

to our kids of the life they already have in Christ we are in step with the Spirit and 

we can have great faith and confidence that young people will believe what we say 

because the Spirit gives them faith to believe. 

 There is a similarity in our experience to the experience of Israel. When Israelite 

parents had a child that child was Israelite from day one for the same reason that all 

members of Israel were part of Israel. Not because of anything they did or said but 

because of the Father’s gracious choice to make them his people. 

 The Lord did not call Israel to convert their kids to “Israelitism” as they grew 

up. He called on them to help their children understand the truth about who God is 

and who they are.  

 In the same way our children are participants in the life of Christ from day one 

for the same reason that all humanity is in Christ. Not because of anything we have 

done or said but because of the Father’s gracious choice to make humanity his peo-

ple in his Son (Eph. 2:15.) So, also, our calling is to help our kids understand who 

they really are in Christ and who God really is as Father, Son, and Spirit adopting 
(Continued on page 10) 
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them into his life and existence. 

 In Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 20-21, we see the Lord’s instruction to Israel about how 

to do youth ministry. To apply these ideas into our own lives we must read these 

words through the lens of who Jesus is and what he has revealed to us about his 

Father. Below are these verses, interpreted in a Christ centered way to help us see 

what youth ministry might look like in the light of the good news of Jesus. 

Hear, O Church: The LORD our God, the LORD is one; he is Father, Son 

and Spirit. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your strength. This good news about your life in Jesus is to be 

upon your hearts. Impress it on your children. Talk about your life in Christ 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 

and when you get up. Tie Jesus as a symbol on your hands and bind him on 

your foreheads. Write him on the doorframes of your houses and on your 

gates. In the future, when your children ask you, "What is the meaning of this 

gospel the LORD our God has given you?" tell them: "We were lost but now 

we’re found, the Father has adopted us and raised us to new life in Christ.”  

~ Jonathan Stepp 

(Continued from page 9) 

Ministering to Children . . . (cont.) 

The Adopted Life is a personal 

ministry of Tim Brassell and 

Jonathan Stepp. Though not an 

official Worldwide Church of God 

publication, The Adopted Life 

is an extension of the publishers’ 

WCG pastoral ministries and is 

produced in on-going dialogue and 

community with WCG theologians 

to be expressive of official WCG 

doctrine and theology. 

 

E-mail us at:  

tjbrassell@cox.net 

jonathan.stepp@comcast.net 

 

Reprinting: You are free to quote 

from and reprint anything in The 

Adopted Life, please just identify 

us as the source and reference the 

volume, issue, and page numbers of 

the material. 

Share your Good News of  Adoption! 
 

The Adopted Life welcomes your submission of  articles, reviews, 

testimonies and ministry tips. Simply email Tim or 

Jonathan with your work. Since this is their per-

sonal ministry they reserve the right to accept 

material based on their personal convictions 

and vision for sharing the Good News of  our 

Adopted Life in Christ. 


