
 A few years ago I visited a mega church to see their Christmas pageant. The pageant 

was all one would expect from a church with over 1,000 members and a multi-million 

dollar annual budget. 

 At the end of the play they decided to make sure that we all new why Jesus had been 

born, so they added to the story a graphic final scene of Jesus’ crucifixion. The sight of 

our Lord’s death certainly put the brakes on the Christmas spirit for that evening. 

 It felt wrong when I experienced it but I couldn’t say why. Now I know why. Behind 

their artistic decision was a clear theological perspective. It’s what I’ve come to call the “Jesus was born to die” 

theology. In this view the Father’ plan was to provide his Son as a perfect sacrifice to appease his wrath against 

human sin and therefore make it possible for those who really, truly believe to have forgiveness. 

 Two problems: First of all, the scripture says the Father’s plan was the adoption of humanity as his children 

(Eph. 1:1-5). The Father didn’t create us so he could forgive us of sin. He created us so he could adopt us as his 

children. The forgiveness of sin is just one obstacle the Father overcomes in the fulfillment of his plan.   

 Second of all, Jesus says the Father doesn’t want sacrifice (Matt. 9:13, 12:7). He’s not some blood thirsty ogre 

who only forgives if someone suffers. He’s our Dad and he wants us to know and understand that. Jesus put our 

sinful flesh to death so it would stop blinding us to the truth about his Father and our son-ship. (Col. 2:13). 

 So Jesus was born to seal our adoption. St. Irenaeus says that he became what we are so that we could become 

what he is. St. Peter calls it becoming partakers of the Divine Nature (2 Peter 1:4). He wasn’t born to die, he was 

born to live; to live forever in humanity so that humanity could live forever in and with him. 

 That means that the Son would have become flesh whether Adam and Eve sinned or not. Adoption was the 

plan from the beginning of the world and therefore the Son was going to be born into human flesh no matter what 

kind of flesh that turned out to be. Christmas is not just the Son becoming flesh so he could twiddle his thumbs 

for 33 years waiting to be killed. Christmas is an absolutely necessary step in the plan of God: it is the union of the 

Trinity with humanity. 

 Adam’s sin made the Son’s incarnation a crucifixory experience but Christmas was destined to be celebrated 

whether the world fell or not. Now I know why my soul was so troubled at the end of that pageant. The beautiful 

necessity of Christmas is not our sin, it is the necessity of the Father’s passionate heart for our adoption. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a 

single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you are. 

(Matt 23:15  NIV) 

 Our concept of repentance begins at a new place once again with a deeper under-

standing of how God reached out for us first. With a savior who boldly announces 

to the world that "It is finished", what does it mean to 'bring forth fruit meet for re-

pentance'?  

 It has to do with our attitude about who God is and how we are intended to re-

late to Him.  The miracle is and always has been at His end. He alone grants faith in 

Jesus.  He along can unveil the truth of who we are in Him which was planned be-

fore the beginning of the world. He has always included us, but we stumble along in 

blindness until we believe - see Him as He is in Jesus - put on a new set of glasses 

and meet the God who has always loved us.     

 Like the prodigal son who had squandered his inheritance and then remembers 

that he still has a Father, we don't need a self tabulated "to do" list BEFORE God 

will meet us "half way". As authors Robert Capon and C. Baxter Kruger share from 

the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15, the younger son has practiced a penitent 

and rather flowery prepared speech to deliver to his father. "Oh Father!  I have 

sinned against heaven and earth. I am not worthy to be called your son". (OK, Is 

this the same kid who just maxed out his visa card at every bar, strip joint and gam-

bling casino in Vegas?- my own version of 'far country' slipping through here.) 

 I think Dr. Kruger rightly points out that the younger son was 'practicing' religion 

because He doesn't really know his Dad yet either, but He knows He has one, and 

He knows where to find Him!  The younger son's crafted self loathing fits with what 

he believes his Dad's expectations are of him. (They also probably fit what Jesus’ 

accusatory audience was expecting of the lad as they listened to the story come from 

the lips of a man they did not really know.) 

 But, as Eugene Peterson captures it in THE MESSAGE, "Dad wasn't listening".  

What the son thought of Himself in his darkness was not really important or rele-

vant to Dad's activity! Dad was already telling his servants to get the robe, put the 

family ring on his finger, get some sandals for his battered feet, and a nice grain fed 

calf with the Barbeque coals ready! The Father had run out to meet him, hug him, 

"and kiss him and Kiss him, and kiss him" (New American Standard Bible) All this 

before the son utters of word of his well rehearsed speech!  "My son has come home 

and we're celebratin'!"   

 How often would we (I) step in here and say, "Now wait a minute, it might be a 

(Continued on page 3) 
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good idea to hear out the boys self-deprecating ranting.” Similar to the way the 

church developed the concept and mechanics of "confession" which stuck and hung 

around like Holy Water in the foyer.)  

 You can almost hear the siren voices of religious experience whispering words of 

wisdom to the father: "Hey Dad, you may want to record his entire speech for pos-

terity just in case the boy ever forgets how low he can go! You know, guide him 

through the correct verbal posturing, then play it back to him once in awhile as he 

works off his family debt at minimum wage for the next 30 years along side your 

entry level farm hands."  

 Baxter Kruger describes the expected antithesis of the Father' behavior in Luke as 

“a list checking hangin’ judge who yells 'String him up boys!'” Too often we misplace 

our own new set of glasses and see that kind of Dad as our Father as well. “Yes sir, 

Tough-Love exemplified!  Don't make it too easy on the kid to get back into your 

good graces or he'll disappoint you again!”   

 Which Dad do we really want to serve with our mind, our heart, and our being? 

~ Steve Schantz 

(Continued from page 2) 

Do you really, truly, in your heart, believe? 

 Popular theology interprets certain passages of scripture to mean that you can 

only be saved - only be a child of the Father - if you really, truly believe in Jesus. 

 Of course, the gospel is the good news of humanity’s adoption in Christ (Eph. 

1:1-5, Rom. 5:18, Col. 1:19-20). The scripture says to us: first of all, you belong, you 

are the Father’s child; now, do you believe what you’ve just been told? 

 If it were the other way around, if we had to believe and then we would belong, 

we would all be up the creek without a paddle. We would be toast. All hope would 

be gone and all humanity would be consigned to hell for all eternity. 

 The reason is simple. No one is capable of really, truly, in his heart, believing in 

Jesus 24/7/365 forever. We are too weak, too fallen and too blind. The only way we 

can believe in the Father is if Jesus shares his belief with us through his Spirit.  

 The Triune God has first adopted us into his life so that we can now share in the 

self-knowledge and self-belief that the Father, Son and Spirit have of each other. 

 Do you really, truly, in your heart, believe? No you don’t. Thank God Almighty 

Jesus believes for you and with you and in you!  

~ Jonathan Stepp 



 In this final article on addressing the “Big Three” objections to the Gospel I will 

be addressing the third big objection to the Good News of the Adoption and Inclu-

sion of all of Creation in Jesus.  

 That 3rd objection is: “What happened to the Hell we know and love?”“What happened to the Hell we know and love?”“What happened to the Hell we know and love?”“What happened to the Hell we know and love?” When 

people ask this question their fear is that we are completely doing away with and 

ignoring the “clear” and obvious biblical teaching of the suffering for those who 

reject and do not accept, trust or believe in Jesus. In their minds someone is defi-

nitely going to hell if they have to send them there themselves!  

 Pardon my humor and sarcasm, but I have to honestly admit as a Gospel 

preacher that, to date, when I preach, unhedgingly, the Gospel of Creation’s Inclu-

sion in the Life of God in Jesus MANY Christians cry aloud about the subject of 

“Hell”. But whenever I emphasized the teaching of hell in the past, not one Chris-

tian (in my experience) cried out for more of Jesus and grace! You have to admit 

that sometimes we Christians do sound a little more enthusiastic and certain about 

the subject of hell than we do about Jesus and heaven, and that is truly SAD!! What 

does that reveal about our “Good News”? 

 But, in keeping with the intent of this article, how do we respond to this very 

passionate and real objection in the Light of Christ? Here are my basic thoughts in 

that Light! 

 If you have been reading these issues of The Adopted Life, and paying much atten-

tion, you probably know what I am going to do, and what I am NOT going to do 

in approaching this subject. Negatively, I am not going to gather all the scriptures I 

can find on hell with a word study bible and try to build a doctrine from that. Posi-

tively, and again, I am learning that the first thing to do is to recognize that there is 

only real light on a subject in the Light of the Person of Jesus Christ, the Light of 

the World! (John 8:12) If I truly want to understand what hell is, then I have to 

know Who Jesus is. If we begin defining hell too soon, and without that Christ-

centered foundation, we are destined for another shady take on this important bibli-

cal subject. Please NOTICE that I consider this to be a biblical subject AND im-

portant to understand, so hopefully that answers the question as to whether I or 

anyone else affiliated with this newsletter actually believes in the experience of hell! 

We definitely DO!! 

 Let’s get to the root of this subject, and get very practical and concrete! Starting 

with Jesus, we understand that The Good News is actually the Person of Jesus 

Christ Himself ( Mark 1:1, Matt 1:21-23). In His Person we Christians believe that 

Jesus is really the Son of God as Man (John 1:49-51), and the One in, and through, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Objections to the Gospel, Part 3 . . . (cont.) 

and by, and for Whom all things are created and sustained (Colossians 1:15-18). We 

believe that when He died, all of creation somehow mysteriously died (2 Cor 5:14), 

and that when He rose, creation rose and ascended into the very life and being of 

the Triune God in Him (2 Cor 5:15, Eph 2:4-7). As the One in Whom all things are 

created AND sustained, this is the Reality and fundamental Truth regarding all 

things in creation! If we don’t think this way, we are not thinking in a Christian way, 

nor are we thinking properly, biblically speaking. It is in failing to understand and 

hold on to this permanent connection that creation has with God in Jesus that usu-

ally leads to our misunderstandings and misinterpretations about the Gospel and 

other doctrines. Because Jesus SUSTAINS and not only created everything, we 

should NOT, as Christians, be able to picture something happening to Him that 

does not in fact happen to everything that is connected with Him - which is simply, 

EVERYTHING!  

 As an aside, in theological language, this is what is known as “ontology” or the 

subject of “being” and how we “know” who we are. In simpler language, Creation 

and Humanity IS what it is in Jesus Christ because we are forever and ontologically 

connected to Him in the creation and sustenance of our beings!!! This is why Paul 

makes statements about our being blessed with “every spiritual blessing in the heav-

enly places” in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 1:3, 20-21, 2:4-7.) At this point, most Chris-

tians are tempted to run headlong into the exclusivity of believers when they read 

these kinds of scriptures rather than holding on firmly to the fundamental Truth of 

Christianity that Jesus actually created and maintains EVERYTHING (John 1:1-5, 

Acts 17:28, Col 1, Heb 1:1-3 etc.!!!) 

 Therefore, in plain language, no matter how much we argue about what hell is, 

and how separated it supposedly is from God, there is a statement about hell and all 

things that we must pay attention to in the Person of Jesus!! In Jesus is the Truth 

about where and what hell and all things REALLY are – something IN and NEAR 

the Triune God (Psalm 139, Heb 13:6!!) Triune God dwells with us IN our dark-

ness and blindness, and there truly is no getting away from Him!! More encourag-

ingly, the Gospel says that God loves and likes us so much, he not only came into 

darkness and sinful flesh to get us, but that nothing, not even hell and sin was/is 

going to keep us from being adopted into His intimate family relationship (2 Cor 

5:21)!! Wow! All of our talk about God being only in Heaven and the Devil and evil 

people only in hell needs to be challenged and re-examined to say the least!! These 

negatives have NOT prevented God from being near us! In fact, God has actually 

used our rejection and opposition to Him as the means by which he has united 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Himself to us in an even stronger way in Jesus Christ! Good Gravy – I want to 

shout about now (and just let out an audible Woo-Hoo!!!) 

 Let’s now clarify and summarize our thoughts as they pertain to the question of 

our 3rd objection.  

 Let’s start with a vivid mental picture. What would you call being forced to live 

in marriage with the person you hated most – forever??? You are exactly right – 

Hell!!!! What would you call being “tortured” by your “worst enemy”, and being 

unable to get away or die??? Right again – Hell!! I think I see the lights coming on!   

 Because the Gospel shows us that creation and humanity are so permanently 

united in and with Triune God in Jesus Christ, there HAS to be a way of describing 

our DISTINCT ability to reject and oppose our union!! Remember, we are not 

“robots”, but made in the image of God and distinct in our union with Him. Our 

union with God in Christ creates the necessity of speaking about the experience and 

absolute pain and “gnashing of teeth” that follows our violation of that Reality!! 

The union is good and real and, therefore, so MUST be the negative and unreal ex-

perience of trying to poison the union!!! 

 Many of you have experienced this kind of thing with your teenage or adopted 

children, or in your teenage years and adoption! You are truly, relationally, and even 

legally a member of the family, but when mom and dad tick you off, the last thing 

you want to do is be near and intimate with them! And when they try to talk, hug 

and love on you while you are angry at them, it makes you want to run into your 

room (usually inside the house) and slam the door in their face, while you “gnash 

your teeth” behind the door!!  

 Nothing has REALLY changed in your DNA or legal papers, but something 

sure has changed in the quality of the relationship, hasn’t it?! Something sure has 

changed in the closeness you once experienced, and there is a growing “distance” in 

this violation of union and relationship, right?! But it also must be admitted that all 

the distance in the world, even your running all the way ‘round the world doesn’t 

change your being your parents child! In fact, the ONLY reason you would both be 

able to experience the wrath, anger, pain, loneliness, darkness and distance to follow 

is because you are so in union that you are always on each others minds!! You 

would have to work endlessly hard to push the inevitable pain of this violation of 

family out of your mind (and you could get callous and adapt) but think of the type 

of personhood you would have to experience to try and hide that much relational 

poison INSIDE your gut!!! Yikes! You can begin to see the horrors of hell and the 

biblical warning to “Repent, and believe the Good News” (Mark 1:15!!!) 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Objections to the Gospel, Part 3 . . . (cont.) 

 This is NOT hard to understand, is it? Of course it isn’t! We all see it played out 

all of the time, and it is as tragic and frightening now, as ever it will be, if we keep 

choosing to engage in the “impossible possibility” as theologian Karl Barth calls it! 

The violent and unnatural twisting of my arm creates pain because it IS in union 

with my body, not because it isn’t!! If I didn’t have any arms attached to my person, 

it wouldn’t hurt me if you twisted them! If you weren’t in union with God in Jesus, 

there wouldn’t be a chance in hell of your experiencing it!!!  

 As I conclude this article, let me make one final point. A lot of our questions on 

the subject of hell boil down to “where is hell going to be?”, “are you saying I will 

be living face-to face with people who oppose God and have to deal with their 

negativity all the time?”, etc. I am purposefully NOT answering such questions be-

cause they are left unanswerable in the Person of Jesus and the bible to a great de-

gree. The bible seems to affirm a “distance” as it were between people who live in 

harmony with their union and people who do not live in harmony with their union 

with God in Jesus, but this is easy to relate to as noted in the story of the angry 

teenager above. The teenager (and self-righteous brother in the story of The Sprint-

ing Father – Luke 15:11-32) simply don’t want to be at the “family party” when 

they are angry, and they lock themselves in their room or run away, or stay out in 

the yard. The bible indicates that, regardless, God won’t let the violators ruin the 

party (Matt 22:1-14!), just as you won’t let the angry son or daughter IN YOUR 

FAMILY go kill your other children in their angst if you can at all help it (though 

your love and DNA remain the same and your aim isn’t to now kill the violating 

child and see them permanently dead!!!)  

 Finally, the truth of the Gospel is NOT that we are all outside of God trying to 

get in. The staggering Truth of the Gospel is that we are all inside of the Triune 

God in Jesus and, insanely (at the provocation and urging of the Evil one), trying to 

get out!!! This, impossible, “trying to get out” of our union, wittingly and unwit-

tingly, creates the most profound kind of pain, and terms like “endless burning 

trash”, “darkness”, “gnashing of teeth”, “worms that don’t die” and being “bound” 

are sobering and not too exaggerant ways of describing the horrible experience we 

call in one word – “Hell”!!! 

 You can avoid the experience of hell like the plague, right now, by trusting that 

in Jesus you have already been delivered from it and, in Him, been raised up into 

the Life He shares with the Father in the Spirit - BECAUSE IN HIM YOU AL-

READY AND TRULY HAVE!!! It is impossible for you to be where Jesus is not, 

so repent (have a radical mind change) and believe the Good News!!! 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 The bible is filled with seemingly contradictory statements. Before writing any an-

gry emails, please note that I said “seemingly” contradictory statements. It’s even 

italicized to further draw your attention to it. 

 Contradictions are present in the biblical text. For example, in Leviticus it says to 

remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. In Colossians it says to not allow any-

one to judge you with regard to the Sabbath.  

 “Oh,” you might say, “that’s not really a contradiction because . . .” and then 

you would have a nice, neat way of resolving it. Just because contradictions can be 

resolved doesn’t mean they aren’t contradictions. It just means they are resolvable 

contradictions. The fact is that the bible sometimes says one thing and sometimes 

says another. 

 Because we believe that our Father in heaven is real and that he loves us we 

want to find the most faithful ways of resolving these contradictions. Some people 

think that the “bible interprets itself.” If that was true then everyone who reads the 

bible would come up with the same interpretation. After all, if the bible interprets 

itself you just have to read it to understand it.  

 The bible does not interpret itself. Jesus interprets the bible and shares his un-

derstanding of scripture with us through his Holy Spirit. The reason we don’t all 

read the bible the same way is that we aren’t all willing, able, or ready to listen to 

what Jesus has to say. 

 Let’s clarify what we mean when we say “Jesus interprets the bible.” The scrip-

ture itself makes clear that Jesus is the Word of God (John 1:1-14.) There’s nothing 

wrong with calling the bible the word of God, but it is not The Word. It is a book. 

The Word is God, the second person of the Trinity. Perhaps you would like to stop 

now and meditate on the profound ontological difference between being a book 

and being the second person of the Trinity. There’s no comparison really. The 

Word is the exact representation of God’s being, he is The Truth. The book is an 

inspired reflection of him. 

 What this means is that whenever we read the bible, and seek to resolve its con-

tradiction, we have to use the passages that tell us who The Word (Jesus) is in order 

to interpret and clarify all the other passages. 

 Take our earlier example: in resolving the contradiction between Leviticus and 

Colossians we have many options. You could say that since Leviticus is older it gets 

priority, and therefore whatever Colossians means it can’t contradict Leviticus. Or, 

you could say that since Colossians is newer it gets priority. It’s the freshest infor-

mation, hot off the press, so to speak, and therefore whatever Leviticus means it 

can’t contradict Colossians. 

How to Read the Bible 
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How to Read the Bible . . . (cont.) 

 Neither approach would be correct, although the second approach might get 

you to the correct resolution of the contradiction. The correct approach is to set 

The Word of God, Jesus, above the scripture and seek a resolution of the contra-

diction that is faithful to him. Allowing Jesus to interpret scripture means that what-

ever we read in the bible, and whatever it may seem to say to us, we never accept an 

interpretation that contradicts the person and identity of Christ. 

 So in this case we know that Jesus is our Sabbath rest (Matt. 11:28) and that he is 

the end of the law (Rom. 10:4.) In this way The Word (Jesus) explains to us that the 

word in Colossians is a clearer expression of who he is and therefore has priority 

over the word in Leviticus. 

 If you’ll start looking at the way the NT writers interpret the bible (which was 

for them the OT only) you will see them reading scripture in this very way. For ex-

ample, when Paul goes to interpret the story of Israel in Exodus 17 he says “that 

rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10:4). What historical, grammatical or contextual basis 

does he have for this statement? None. His hermeneutic is fully Christ-centered. 

The word of scripture is always about The Word of God, Jesus Christ. 

 At a practical level this means that biblical texts which speak clearly of Jesus’ 

identity as The Word must take interpretive priority over other texts. Passages such 

as John 1, Romans 5, Ephesians 1-2, Colossians 1-2, and Hebrews 1 (just to name a 

few) must be used to interpret and understand such passages as Matthew 25, Acts 

2, Romans 10, and Leviticus 23 (just to name a few). 

 It also means that we must have Jesus’ identity as The Word of God fixed in our 

minds as we read and must constantly refer back to him as we reach interpretive 

conclusions. He is the one who lives in intimate, unbreakable union with the Father 

and the Spirit (John 14). He is the one in whom all humanity exists (Acts 17:28, Col. 

1:17), in whom all humanity is adopted into the Triune Life (Eph 1:5, 2:15), and in 

whom all humanity is reconciled to the Father (Col. 1:20).  

 However we read and interpret the bible, our interpretations must always be 

faithful to these descriptions of who Jesus is and what the eternal Word of the Fa-

ther is saying to us in his Spirit. 

 For a practical methodology of how we read the bible in this way you can check 

out Bill Winn’s article about Lectio Divina on page 10. Following a method like 

Lectio allows us to still our souls before Jesus and let him tell us what his Spirit is 

saying in the words of scripture. 

 Our Father in heaven has spoken to us through his Word, the one who is his 

only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Let’s listen to him as we read the bible. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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 Lectio Divina is an art form practiced by nearly the whole of the early Christian 

Church. It involves reading a passage of scripture and then allowing that written 

word to be a means by which the Living Word (Jesus) may communicate to us. Lec-

tio Divina is a very useful, if not essential, technique in Bible study and especially in 

the preparation of exegetical sermons. 

 There are four major activities that subdivide the greater practice of Lectio Di-

vina. These activities have specific purposes and allow for the artist to linger at each 

for as long as is necessary to achieve the desired outcome. There is no inherent time 

limit for any of the activities of Lectio Divina. 

 The Four Activities of Lectio Divina are: 

1. LECTIO: Reading a specific passage of scripture (periscope*). Read the 

passage as if you are one of the people in the story. 

2. MEDITATIO: Meditation and Reflection on what has been read . 

3. ORATIO: Prayerful response to what has been read. 

4. CONTEMPLATIO: Rest and contemplate what God the Trinity has spo-

ken to you in what you have read, thought, and prayed about. 

 LECTIO: Pick a passage of scripture to read. For example you may start with 

the passage in Matt 5:22-43 to become familiar with the art of Lectio Divina. Read 

the passage as if you are Jairus.  

 MEDITATIO: Think about what you have just read. What are you feeling? How 

do you react to Jesus not acting quickly to heal your daughter, etc… 

 ORATIO: Pray and ask Triune God to show you what He wants you to know 

about Jesus through this passage. (this prayer is almost always the same- as the Bi-

ble exists to point us to a deeper experience of Who is Jesus.) 

 CONTEMPLATIO: Rest in what you have just experienced and in silence allow 

yourself the luxury of hearing the Still Small Voice. 

 REPETITIO: Repeat the entire process until you are satisfied that you have 

gleaned all that you can at this moment.  

 Just a note: Never “cross off” a passage from your list just because you have en-

gaged it with Lectio Divina. Go back to it later, perhaps in a few months, and see 

what fresh insights Holy Spirit may grant to you. 

~ Bill Winn 

*PERICOPE: [Latin Peri: around, Cope: cut] A pericope is one complete thought or section of 
scripture. Often our Bibles correctly designate pericopes. Many times the pericope heading may be 
in error and a few times we may find that the pericope is too encompassing or limited. 

Lectio Divina: The Ancient Art 
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Immanuel 

 I want to share a concept with all of us that if we are not careful we will over-

look in its importance. Most would look at Jesus’ coming as it is related in Isa.7:14, 

that the son born to the virgin would be named Immanuel, or, as we all know, 

“God with us.” But as we will see here, it is more than that. 

 Jesus did not come “to visit” earth 2000 years ago!  He was not a spectator on 

the human scene.  He did not show us how to imitate him and thereby earn the 

right to be called Christians.  Immanuel means so much more.   

 Understanding IMMANUEL unlocks the greatest secret or mystery man has 

ever been blessed  with.  Immanuel does mean God is with us.  But, it also means 

that man is WITH  God—and this is 24/7/365, 

 Jesus says it this way in John 14:20.  “On that day,( or we would say, one day, or 

sooner or later, ) you WILL realize that I am IN my Father, and you are IN me, and 

I am IN you.”  Immanuel.  God LIVES in us and we live in Him.  We live, move 

and have our being in HIM. (17:28)  And when you realize this truth of all truths, 

you will know the greatest secret that has not been understood by the natural mind 

of man since Adam.  No philosophy will know it, or come to see it, or hypothesize 

it, or stumble across it.  It is a spiritual revelation.  

 The apostle Paul says it this way in Colossians chapter one:  Immanuel recon-

ciles us to God.  He places His life in us and takes our life INTO Himself.  Connec-

tion.  Unification. Uniting of man and God.  Jesus is the bridge between earth and 

heaven.  Paul then says in Col.1:26-27, “The MYSTERY  that has been kept hidden 

for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints, to them God has cho-

sen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this MYSTERY 

( secret), which is Christ IN you the hope of glory.”     

 Immanuel, the Secret and all that it entails is by God’s doing.  It is an ACT OF 

GOD! It does not need or require our vote or approval.  It is God’s declaration that 

He has come to be IN man and man IN Him.  Immanuel therefore takes all of hu-

manity into Himself and then what happens to Jesus also happens to all of human-

ity.  Jesus dies, humanity dies.  Jesus is resurrected, humanity is resurrected. Jesus 

ascends to the right hand of the Father, humanity ascends to the right hand of the 

Father as well.  “I am in the Father, you are in Me and I am in you.” See that?   

 Being the elitist creatures that we are, we would look at this truth and apply it 

conditionally to those who consider themselves Christian.  We would say that this is 

a possibility for any to accept and therefore experience and dwell in once they 

“came to Christ”. 

 But the truth of IMMANUEL  is more profound than this.  The truth of IM-

MANUEL  is that God has come into human existence to be IN man and for man 
(Continued on page 12) 

Page 11 The Adopted L i fe Volume 1,  I ssue 5 



to be IN God.  This was made possible only by Jesus coming and fulfilling the IM-

MANUEL reality.  Jesus bridges the gap, the gulf between God and humanity.  He 

is the connection.  The unifying factor. He is the WAY  that this happens.   

 The truth of Immanuel does not only apply to those considering themselves 

Christian, but this truth applies to ALL humans on earth.  Let’s notice a few scrip-

tures which illustrate this. 

 The Apostle Paul, in talking to the pagan religious leaders in Athens, says in Acts 

17:28 that they, the pagans, live and move and have being IN God.   So Paul is ob-

viously NOT talking to Christians here, but to ALL men.  Creation exists IN Jesus 

Christ.  He created it for Himself, and in Him all things hold together and are sus-

tained by Him. (Colossians 1:15-17).  Colossians 3:4 tells us that Jesus IS our LIFE.  

ALL peoples’ life. 

 Without getting to deeply into Theological arguments at this point, let me just 

say that in truth Immanuel has existed since the creation of Adam!  God has always 

been IN man and man has always been IN God through the connection of the 

Holy Spirit.  The Fact of it is revealed to man through the INCARNATION of Je-

sus. 

 IMMANUEL  then becomes the Truth of Truths.  Immanuel is Jesus. Imman-

uel is the secret, the Mystery of the Ages as Paul says in Colossians 1:26-27. 

 Ephesians 1:3-14, is especially revealing since man’s Adoption into the life of 

God took place BEFORE  the creation of the world.  It has been fact and reality all 

along the human path of existence.  God is EVER PRESENT in the life and exis-

tence of His creation.  He is the I AM.  The Eternal. 

 Immanuel is the truth for all men.  God has come to be IN man and takes man 

INTO Himself.  Not just Christians, but  all men.  He is the Father of ALL.  Jesus 

is the Savior of ALL.   

 It is nice to reflect on Advent and the birth of Immanuel for four weeks before 

Christmas every year.  But the truth of Immanuel is 24/7/365.  God is indeed with 

us and in us perpetually, and we are in Him as Jesus proclaimed in John 14:20, “ I 

am in the Father, you are in me, and I am in you.” 

 Immanuel is Revealed.  Immanuel is the Secret for ALL.  Will you believe it? 

~ Paul Kurts 

 

 

(Continued from page 11) 
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St. Athanasius on the Incarnation 

 We are sometimes asked “are you sure that the adoption of humanity is the gos-

pel? I’ve never heard it before!” In light of this objection it is helpful to read the 

following quotes from St. Athanasius, who lived in the 4th Century. Athanasius was 

Bishop of Alexandria. In 367 he compiled a list of authoritative biblical books. That 

list is the oldest one we have that names all of the same books of the bible that we 

recognize today. He was also one of the main architects of the Nicene Creed. 

 In his book On the Incarnation, Athanasius discusses the necessity of the Son be-

coming flesh and what it accomplished for humanity.  

 Here, then, we have excerpted some key passages, all emphases are ours:  

 . . . what, then, was God to do? Was He to demand repentance from men 

for their transgression? . . .  Had it been a case of a trespass only, and not of 

a subsequent corruption, repentance would have been well enough; but 

when once transgression had begun men came under the power of the cor-

ruption proper to their nature and were bereft of the grace which belonged 

to them as creatures in the Image of God. No, repentance could not meet 

the case. What—or rather Who was it that was needed for such grace and 

such recall as we required? Who, save the Word of God Himself, Who also 

in the beginning had made all things out of nothing? His part it was, and His 

alone, both to bring again the corruptible to incorruption and to maintain 

for the Father His consistency of character with all. For He alone, being 

Word of the Father and above all, was in consequence both able to recreate all, 

and worthy to suffer on behalf of all and to be an ambassador for all with the Fa-

ther. For this purpose, then, the incorporeal and incorruptible and immate-

rial Word of God entered our world. In one sense, indeed, He was not far 

from it before, for no part of creation had ever been without Him Who, while ever 

abiding in union with the Father, yet fills all things that are. But now He entered the 

world in a new way, stooping to our level in His love and Self-revealing to 

us. (On the Incarnation, Chapter 2, paragraphs 7 and 8.) 

 Naturally also, through this union of the immortal Son of God with our hu-

man nature, all men were clothed with incorruption in the promise of the resurrection. 

For the solidarity of mankind is such that, by virtue of the Word's indwelling 

in a single human body, the corruption which goes with death has lost its 

power over all. You know how it is when some great king enters a large city 

and dwells in one of its houses; because of his dwelling in that single house, 

the whole city is honored, and enemies and robbers cease to molest it. Even 

so is it with the King of all; He has come into our country and dwelt in one body 

amidst the many, and in consequence the designs of the enemy against mankind have been 

foiled and the corruption of death, which formerly held them in its power, 

has simply ceased to be. For the human race would have perished utterly 

(Continued on page 14) 
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had not the Lord and Savior of all, the Son of God, come among us to put 

an end to death. (On the Incarnation, Chapter 2, paragraph 9.) 

 Thus by His own power He restored the whole nature of man. The Savior's own 

inspired disciples assure us of this. We read in one place: “For the love of 

Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge that, if One died on behalf of 

all, then all died, and He died for all that we should no longer live unto our-

selves, but unto Him who died and rose again from the dead, even our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” [2 Cor. 5:14] And again another says: “But we behold Him 

Who hath been made a little lower than the angels, even Jesus, because of 

the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of 

God He should taste of death on behalf of every man.” [Heb. 2:9] The same 

writer goes on to point out why it was necessary for God the Word and 

none other to become Man: “For it became Him, for Whom are all things 

and through Whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 

the Author of their salvation perfect through suffering.” [Heb. 2:10] He 

means that the rescue of mankind from corruption was the proper part only 

of Him Who made them in the beginning. (On the Incarnation, Chapter 2, 

paragraph 10.) 

(Continued from page 13) 
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