
 We don’t believe in magic, right? We’re good Christians who don’t dabble in the occult and 

the superstitious. 

 Magic is essentially the idea that you can control whatever gods or forces of nature there 

may be in the world if you know the right words, incantations, or rituals. 

 Interestingly, one of the well known magical phrases - “hocus pocus” - is believed to have 

its origins in a Christian ceremony. In the Latin mass of the middle ages when the priest lifted 

up the bread he said “hoc corpus” and it was believed that at that moment the bread was 

“transubstantiated” from bread to flesh (that is to say, its substance was changed even if its 

appearance remained the same.) Some scholars think “hocus pocus” is a corruption of that Latin phrase. 

 If you’re performing a magic trick you say “hocus pocus” at the moment of transformation, when the dove flies 

out of the handkerchief or the stick becomes a bouquet of flowers. The trick pretends that you have learned the 

right incantations by which to control nature and force the gods to do your bidding. 

 We often think that something similar happens at the “moment of salvation.” Call it transubstantiation of souls. 

It’s the idea that we are not - are not safe, are not included in God’s life, are not loved children of the Father. And 

then we say the magic words and we are transformed - we are saved, we are included, we are loved. 

 Can you see how this is magical thinking? We suppose that by knowing the magic words (“I believe”, “I accept 

Christ”, etc.) we have the power to change our nature, transform our souls, and compel God to do what we want: 

accept us, forgive us, let us into heaven. 

 The good news of Jesus is that even though we have no magical power to change ourselves the Son of God has 

entered into our humanity and changed us (Rom. 5:18.) The gospel is the wonderful announcement of a fact: we 

are liked, loved, included, adopted, and saved by the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit. 

 When we say “I believe” or “I accept Christ” we don’t cause our salvation to happen. It already happened in 

Jesus, when we were adopted and reconciled in him (Eph. 1:1-5, Col. 1:20, Eph. 2:6.) Our words of belief are sim-

ply our admission that Jesus really is telling us the truth when he tells us that we are already included in his life and 

his relationship with our Dad.  

 We aren’t adopted into the Triune Life because we say the magic words. We are adopted because our Dad 

loved us so much that he never let us go.  

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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 Throughout the NT, and especially in the book of Acts, the apostles speak of 

“receiving forgiveness.” We often think that this means we are not forgiven by our 

Father in heaven until we do something (such as repent, receive baptism, etc.) to 

earn our Father’s forgiveness. 

 Yet the Word of God in the flesh, Jesus Christ, tells us something very different. 

The Word of God says that in him all creation is reconciled to the Father (Col. 1:20) 

and all humanity is forgiven and given eternal life (Rom. 5:18.)  

 How are we to understand what the bible means when it says “receive forgive-

ness” in the light of who Jesus is as the reconciliation between God and humanity? 

 Acts 26:17-18 will make a good example for our discussion. In this passage Paul 

recounts the commission that Jesus gave him as an apostle, saying: 

I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you 

to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the 

power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place 

among those who are sanctified by faith in me. ~ Acts 26:17-18, NIV 

 The key is to determine what we think the word “receive” means in that passage 

and others like it.  

 Certainly it could mean to “take hold of something not previously possessed” as I 

might receive a package being delivered to my house. Before I received it I didn’t 

have it, then when I received it and signed for it I had it.  

 This interpretation of the word “receive” would lead us to a theology that says we 

earn our forgiveness by repenting. 

 On the other hand, it could mean to “accept that which is already true” as I might 

accept an idea or truth that already exists but which I have previously not known or 

have previously rejected.  

 So, my wife Beth might say “Jonathan, if you can receive (accept) this criticism, 

the truth is that your favorite old ratty t-shirt makes you look like a slob!” The truth 

is that I always looked bad in that shirt, now I need to receive that truth – but I did-

n’t begin to look bad at the moment I received the truth, I always looked bad, the 

difference is that now I accept it. 

 This interpretation of the word “receive” would lead us to a theology of grace 

that says we are freely forgiven apart from anything we do and that our receiving 

forgiveness is when we accept the truth that the Father has already forgiven us. 

 Since we know that all have been reconciled in Christ (Col. 1:20) and all made 

(Continued on page 3) 
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righteous in him (Rom 5:18) we know that Luke must have this second meaning in 

mind for the word “receive” in that passage.  

 God is sending Paul to the Gentiles so that they can receive (accept/believe) the 

forgiveness they already have in Christ.  

 The other words he uses in that passage are also clues to this interpretation. He 

says that he will “open their eyes.” This creates the image of something that is al-

ready in front of them that they need to open their eyes and see. The thing itself 

(forgiveness) doesn’t come into existence when they open their eyes, it already exists 

and is present and when they open their eyes they can see it.  

 Likewise, to turn toward something (in this case “the light”) is not to bring some-

thing into existence that did not exist before but it is to stop turning your back on it, 

turn around and see it. It already exists and when you turn toward it then you are 

acknowledging that it is there and responding accordingly. 

 So, the imagery here is of the forgiveness freely given by the Father in the Son. It 

is a forgiveness which belongs to the Gentiles. In saying that it belongs to the Gen-

tiles Jesus is saying that it belongs to the whole world. In biblical language all human-

ity is either Jew or Gentile. The Jews are already the people of God and now the 

Gentiles have been grafted in as well. Since these two classifications of humanity are 

now one new humanity (Eph. 2:15) it means that all people are included in the rec-

onciling work of Christ, regardless of whether they believe this truth or not. 

 This forgiveness is something the Gentiles already have, apart from any work, 

thought, or action on their part because of what Jesus has done to them in crucifying 

them in his death (2 Cor. 5:14) and raising them in his resurrection (Eph. 2:6.)  

 The problem is not that they are unforgiven, the problem is that they are forgiven 

but they have their eyes closed to that forgiveness, they have their backs turned to 

the light, and therefore they are unable to receive/accept/believe in what Jesus has 

done to them.  

 So, the Father is sending Paul in the power of the Spirit to open their eyes, enable 

them to turn toward the light, and help them receive and embrace what is already 

theirs – their inclusion as adopted children of the Father. 

 This is the basis of salvation by grace alone. Humanity is forgiven and reconciled 

as a free gift of the Father in Christ, apart from any work we have done: belief, re-

pentance, or obedience. Now Jesus is asking humanity to receive, accept and believe 

this awesome truth about our relationship with his Father. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

(Continued from page 2) 



 Because faith is such a prominent theme in the bible, and in life, you 

have undoubtedly wondered how you can have more faith! You have already ex-

perienced, in your short life, the positive and negative impacts of your believing! 

You are reading and things in The Adopted Life such as: 

“God Loves You”, 

“God Likes You”, 

“God Loves You MORE than He Loves Himself!” 

 Maybe you have even thought to yourself, “I wish I could really believe that!” In 

other words, things like this sound so good to your soul! You want to believe so 

badly that they are true! With so many challenges in our daily lives, and the rela-

tional wrecks and moral messes everywhere, you wonder how you 

can REALLY embrace such Good News yourself, let alone share it with others, 

don’t you?! (I’ve been there, done that, and am only just learning not to worry so 

much about it anymore ) 

 Here is a burden lifting answer from Jesus in the bible, spoken in the face of our 

fallen nature, circumstances and doubts: “Repent and Believe the Good News!”  

 Now, I can hear your objections already! “But that’s the problem Jesus! How do 

I believe, when I already realize that I don’t believe or trust as much as I want to?! I 

repented long ago at a revival service and received you as Lord and Savior and pro-

fessed my belief in you. I stopped doing a few negative things like smoking, drink-

ing, and cursing, BUT, I still find it hard to believe that you love me more than you 

love yourself, let alone everyone else in the whole world (including those nasty 

“evil” people!). What am I doing wrong?! I want to believe!!” 

 My personal experience leads me to say to you that you are probably misunder-

standing what Jesus means by what he says about faith! So, my encouragement to 

you is to," STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!! I REPEAT, " STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!! I REPEAT, " STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!! I REPEAT, " STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!! I REPEAT, 

STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!” STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!” STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!” STOP TRYING TO HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FAITH!”  

 The biblical call to faith is NOT instruction for us to trust that we have enough 

faith or to try to measure our faith in anyway! Honestly, we simply CAN’T DO EI-

THER well at all!! That is the problem with a fallen nature - everything in it is 

FALLEN, including its faith!! We are like the man in Mark 9:24 who cries out with 

tears, “I believe; help my unbelief!” The biblical witness to faith is to have faith in 

Jesus! More specifically, we (YOU) are to trust that Jesus is having perfect trust and 

faith FOR US (YOU!) Faith is hardly a subject we are called to worry about! Do 

you see the difference between the two kinds of faith I am discussing? 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Jesus is Having Faith FOR US . . . (cont.) 

 The Holy Spirit was inspired the Apostle Paul to know (and share with us), a 

more appropriate view of faith in Gal 2:19, 20, where he writes, “, “, “, “2222I am crucified I am crucified I am crucified I am crucified 

with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. And the life which with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. And the life which with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. And the life which with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. And the life which 

I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave Himself for me.” gave Himself for me.” gave Himself for me.” gave Himself for me.” (KJ21 © 1994 by Deuel Enterprises, Inc)        

    DO YOU SEE THAT????DO YOU SEE THAT????DO YOU SEE THAT????DO YOU SEE THAT???? Paul says, (translated into plain and modern English 

by me), “I died to the corrupt demands of my flesh when Jesus took the real me 

down in His death! Christ is REALLY living in me, even though I appear to be liv-

ing only in myself! In this flesh, I now live trusting that Jesus is having faith for me, 

and I am no longer worrying about having more or enough faith! His faith is per-

fect on my behalf! He is my perfect human substitute. He loves me more than He 

loves Himself and is letting me rest while he shares the real me with the Father in 

the Spirit!”  (Check this passage out in The Message version, too!)(Check this passage out in The Message version, too!)(Check this passage out in The Message version, too!)(Check this passage out in The Message version, too!) 

 When Jesus says “Repent and Believe the Good News”, He is saying “Change “Change “Change “Change 

your mind drastically, and believe the Good News about Me! I am believing for your mind drastically, and believe the Good News about Me! I am believing for your mind drastically, and believe the Good News about Me! I am believing for your mind drastically, and believe the Good News about Me! I am believing for 

you, in you, and through you! Believe IN me! In other words, believe that you are you, in you, and through you! Believe IN me! In other words, believe that you are you, in you, and through you! Believe IN me! In other words, believe that you are you, in you, and through you! Believe IN me! In other words, believe that you are 

believing in me, because in mebelieving in me, because in mebelieving in me, because in mebelieving in me, because in me    you truly ARE believing perfectly!!”you truly ARE believing perfectly!!”you truly ARE believing perfectly!!”you truly ARE believing perfectly!!” 

 Now that’s REAL, biblical faith, isn’t it?! It is the truth of Jesus sharing His AC-

TUAL Divine/Human faith with and for us, and His faith will give you rest and set 

you free like nothing else ever can! His faith will even allow you to live more peace-

fully with your doubts, anxieties, and worries (and even the doubts of others), be-

cause you know Jesus is standing in for us all! Can you imagine Jesus not having 

perfect faith before the Father? Me either!!! It is in that thought that Jesus IS our  It is in that thought that Jesus IS our  It is in that thought that Jesus IS our  It is in that thought that Jesus IS our 

Faith, our refreshing REST, and when our personal faith truly “explodes off the Faith, our refreshing REST, and when our personal faith truly “explodes off the Faith, our refreshing REST, and when our personal faith truly “explodes off the Faith, our refreshing REST, and when our personal faith truly “explodes off the 

theological charts” and pleases the Triune God (Who is already pleased with us in theological charts” and pleases the Triune God (Who is already pleased with us in theological charts” and pleases the Triune God (Who is already pleased with us in theological charts” and pleases the Triune God (Who is already pleased with us in 

Jesus!!!)Jesus!!!)Jesus!!!)Jesus!!!)     Woooo Woooo Woooo Woooo----Hoooo!!! Hoooo!!! Hoooo!!! Hoooo!!!  

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Your safety depends on Jesus, 

not you! 

Check This Out 

 Baxter Kruger, theologian and author, has started a new blog. He is posting re-

flections on the gospel once or twice a week. 

 If you’ve read any of Baxter's books or articles you will definitely want to check 

out his blog. The insights he offers there are taking a step deeper into the good 

news about Jesus and our adoption into the life he shares with his Father. 

 You can find the blog at:: www.baxterkruger.blogspot.com 



 Why does the word "evangelist" make me squirm? It's not just the caricatures of 

the brylcreemed money-grubbing weeper on Christian cable TV. Okay…well, that's 

part of it. But there's more. It's the message that "evangelists" tell.    

 More often than not, it is not news about something wonderful that has hap-

pened. Rather, it's a prediction of something that will happen if I do something 

(usually that I will go to heaven after I die if I pray the right prayer, and especially if 

I send in money to pay the Brylcreem bill). In other words, it's a sales pitch.   

 For any would-be religious salesmen out there, here is the formula for building 

and selling any man-made religion: 

1.    Pick your preferred deity/deities or blissful state. 

2.    Convince people that he/she/it is far away. 

3.    Outline a method for closing that distance. 

4.    Invite people to try your method. 

5.    When it doesn't work, sell your book or seminar or church that will fix their 

faulty execution of the method.  

6.    Repeat Step 5 ad nauseum. 

 I suggest that the breathtaking, dangerous, and life-giving gospel of Jesus Christ 

has been smooshed into the reeking mold of religious consumerism. And evangel-

ism has morphed from journalism (news-telling) into advertising (product-selling). 

 For example, let's take a closer look at one of our favorite gospel tracts: "The 

Bridge Diagram."   

 First, there are two cliffs separated by a bottomless gorge, with "God" on one 

side and "Man" on the other (Steps 1 and 2 above).    

 Then the good news: The Cross has bridged that gap. And all we have to do is 

cross the bridge by performing a method called "faith" (Step 3 and 4). If we do, 

God will forgive us, and we can leave the world behind and go be with God in that 

other spiritual realm where he lives.  

 Finally (the part not usually included in the tracts), you can manage your misery 

by hopping from church to church, seminar to seminar, book to book (Steps 5 and 

6), until you die. Then you'll be happy. 

 Let's ignore, for the moment, the fact that we've constructed a finite god who 

exists alongside creatures who live and move and have their being in something 

other than God. Let's ignore the fact that our method doesn't work very well (If it 

worked, the Christian publishing industry would have nothing to do). 

Putting the Evangel back in Evangelism 

Page 6 The Adopted L i fe Volume 2,  I ssue 1 

“Evangel” is the Greek 

word for “news” and 

refers especially to the 

factual statement of 

some joyous reality, 

such as the 

announcement of a 

great victory in battle.  



Putting the Evangel back in Evangelism . . . (cont.) 

 Instead, let's look at our "good news." Jesus has put up a bridge, and if we cross 

it, God will start having a relationship with us. In other words, God has done 99% 

of the job. And only 1% remains for us to do. What great news!    

 Not really. A chain is only as strong as its weakest link. And if the chain that 

binds me to God includes a link as weak as my ability to "have faith," then the 

chain is weak indeed. And deep down, we are all perfectly aware of this. Hence the 

overwhelming anxiety of "Christian" life.   

 The one who lives by this "gospel" will constantly wonder: "Have I really 

crossed the Bridge? Have I stopped in the middle? Have I crossed but then crossed 

back over? Have I fallen off the Bridge? How much faith is necessary? What quality 

of faith is required? How many works must be added to my faith for me to be 

sure?"    

 In other words, How can I be sure that I have successfully saved myself by my 

works? In the Evangelical Protestant world, our preferred work of righteousness is 

called "faith." But deep down, we all know our works of faith are filthy rags. And 

we hope God will notice that our rags are slightly less filthy than our neighbors, and 

on that basis maybe cut us some slack. 

 My life was changed forever a few years ago, in a brief conversation with my 

friend and theology professor John McKenna, a student of T.F. Torrance. I told 

him "I want to be sure I am saved. I want to get my ducks in a row to be sure my 

salvation will happen. Please tell me what the ducks are, and what row to put them 

in." I will never forget his reply: "Whatever ducks there are, Christ has already put 

them in their rows. Rest." 

 My faith doesn't change God. My faith changes me. As Jesus died on the cross, 

he did not say "It is 99% finished." I don't need to worry about my ability to have 

faith. The life I live, I live by the faith of Christ. His faith is stronger than my faith's 

weakness. Finally, some good news! A truly evangelical evangel! 

 Suddenly, the evangelist has nothing to sell, only good news to share. The mes-

sage? Inclusion in God's being, knowing, and acting: 

 You are part of God's life. Believe it, because it's true. God's life is one of shared 

excitement and friendship and joy, and you're included in it. God's life is a fascinat-

ing conversation that has been going on forever, and you've been pulled into it. 

God's life is a daring adventure that is transforming the universe, and you're already 

part of it. Really. Let me tell you the ways I see God's life happening in you… 

 In other words, the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe the good 

news. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 In our Special Issue back in August of 2007 we printed an excerpt from Karl 

Barth’s Church Dogmatics in which he imagines a dialogue between the Word of grace 

and the word of man. (You can check it out in the newsletter archive on the website 

at www.theadoptedlife.org. Go to page 7 of the Special Issue.) 

 Pastor Tim has revisited this excellent description of grace and paraphrased it 

into modern English. Here it is: 

 Let’s imagine God talking to a person about the Good News of who they al-

ready are in Jesus. The person to whom it is said thinks God is crazy and says that 

they are not this new, peaceful, joyful person living in fellowship with Him. The 

person is convinced there is no such person and, if there is, it certainly isn’t them 

(because they supposedly know themselves better than God does.) 

 The Word of grace replies: “I can appreciate your honesty, but you are embracing a 

lie and I am telling you the truth. Allow me to tell you the truth about yourself. Af-

ter all, I created you and know way more than you do. In fact, I know everything! 

The truth is, you are the peaceful, joyful person I created you to be, even though 

you think otherwise.” 

 Person: “I know that it is your goal for me to become that kind of person over 

time. But I have low self-esteem, and absolutely no confidence in myself (I get this 

from my grandmother on my dad’s side you know.) These things pretty much con-

firm that I shall never become the person you speak of. ‘The proof is in the pud-

ding’ as they say!” 

 The Word of grace: “You are wise not to have confidence in yourself or in your 

family genetics, because those weaknesses are causing you to miss my point! I am 

NOT asking you to set a goal of becoming the person I want you to be. Not in the 

least! Impossible! What I am telling you is that, as I know you, you already ARE 

that person!” 

 Person: “Now I get it! You are a positive and optimistic thinker, and you are posi-

tively hoping that one day (perhaps a million light years from now) a miracle will 

occur and I might accidentally become that person by some freak of nature acci-

dent, right?! I’ve often wondered about that myself! Can you imagine the ‘smoke 

and mirror’ trick it would take to pull off making me appear to be that kind of per-

son? Ha! What a joke! Not even a fool could dream up something that crazy! And 

even if it did happen, I’m sure I would wake up a minute after I believed it and dis-

cover the truth of my pitiful and nightmarish REAL life once again!” 

 The Word of grace: “Wow! You sure are in the dark about my Light within you! 

Well, no worries! I will always love you and like you! In fact, I am always with you. I 

will never leave or forsake you, and I will keep doing everything possible to help 

The Word of  Grace Revisited 
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The Word of  Grace Revisited . . . (cont.) 

you see me and yourself more clearly! We’ve got eternal time ahead of us, don’t we? 

Ha! The first thing I want you to understand is that I am not inviting you to specu-

late about who you are or will be!! I want you to receive and believe the Good 

News that right HERE, and right NOW, you have begun to be the new person! 

You are ALREADY that which you will be eternally.” 

 Person: “Do you think I was just born yesterday?! How can I even begin to accept 

such ridiculously Good News? Since you “know” everything about me then surely 

you ‘know’ I am from the ‘Show me’ state! Don’t just talk to me about it! Show me 

proof! Why should I listen to you and take you seriously?!” 

 The Word of grace: “You should take me seriously because, I, Jesus Christ, am the 

One who speaks to you! You are who and what you are in Me, just as I created and 

desired you to be! I have adopted you into the relationship I share with the Father 

in the Spirit as we planned it before the foundation of the world! I want you to be-

lieve that I am holding fast to you, so that you can experience holding fast to Me! I 

am your guarantee. My life is yours! When I lived as a human, you truly lived as a 

human! When I died, you died! When I rose and ascended to the Father and Spirit 

as a Man, you rose with me! You will always be with me wherever I am! My bold-

ness is yours. With this boldness dare to be who and what you know you are deep 

in your soul (where I am shouting endlessly!)” 

 Person: “Whatever! I hear what you are trying to say, BUT . . .” 

 In this perplexed and startled “BUT…” we see that humanity is suffering an un-

godly attack, and this attack explains our struggle to receive the Truth about our-

selves as Truth!” 

 

Tim Brassell re-translating: Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics, Volume IV, The Doctrine of 

Reconciliation, Part Three, First Half. Eds. G.W. Bromiley and T.F. Torrance. Pub-

lished by T. and T. Clark: Edinburgh, 1961. p. 250. 
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Resources at The Adopted Life Website 

 If you haven’t taken a look at www.theadoptedlife.org lately you might want to 

visit. A number of resources have been added or updated recently: 

 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) have been added. These are questions about 

the gospel submitted by readers and answered by Pastor Tim and Pastor Jonathan. 

Over the coming weeks we’ll be adding more to this page. 

 You can also find hours of sermon and bible study audio on the pages “Pastor 

Jonathan’s Archives” and “Pastor Tim’s Archives.” 



 Trinitarian Theology is transforming my mind and my life in so many ways. I see 

my wife, my boys, my family, my friends, my church, people I do like and even peo-

ple I don't like in a much different way. It has also changed the way I see myself. 

No more condemnation. No more shame. No more guilt. In one word FREE-

DOM! Freedom to be all that I've always been in Christ. 

 I came to believe various aspects of Trinitarian Theology before I knew it was 

called that and before I heard of theologians such as Baxter Kruger or Karl Barth. 

It wasn't just another band wagon I decided to jump on. I simply began to see 

scriptures I had never seen before.  

 My paradigm shift wasn't easy. The shift continues even now. It has taken years, 

not weeks or months. It has in fact been painful as growth often is. This is what 

happens when our darkness is exposed to the Light that is Jesus. Our pride takes a 

direct hit when we realize that what we've learned, believed and even preached 

was wrong. 

 Years ago after attempting to explain in a sermon (and failing miserably) the 

doctrine of the Trinity a lady came forward and asked  "what relevance does the 

Trinity have in my life today one way or the other?" Like Forrest Gump said with 

his best friend Bubba dying on that shore in Vietnam, "I wish I could have come up 

with something better to say!"  

 The Trinity and Trinitarian Theology are obviously related but in my mind the 

first is a more academic expression while the second is a more relational (i.e. rele-

vant) expression of the nature of God and all that flows from it. Trinitarian Theol-

ogy flows from the doctrine of the Trinity, which is the foundational doctrine of 

the Christian faith. 

 In order for concepts such as adoption and inclusion and the redemption and 

reconciliation of all people to make any sense in our Western mind there must be 

an understanding of and appreciation for the perfect and unhindered relation-

ship that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have always enjoyed with one another. A 

mere academic understanding of the Trinity will not lend itself to comprehending 

concepts such as the adoption of the entire human race.  

 I feel this is where many believers get stuck. A friend of mine said this: "As far 

as a Triune God, I don't get your point. Even the most dead Protestant denomina-

tion will agree with you as far as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is concerned, so 

what's the deal?"  

 This is huge and very telling of where many are and where some of us may 

be. For most Protestants and Catholics alike the doctrine of the Trinity is a dead, 

cold, lifeless, limpless, and boring academic doctrine that lies dormant on the shelf 

Trinitarian Theology Matters 
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Trinitarian Theology Matters . . . (cont.) 

collecting dust. If asked what the Trinity is most Christians can't articulate it much 

less explain why it has any relevance in their lives.  

 The deal is this. At the very core of God is relationship and love. He wasn't con-

tent to keep that relationship to Himself so He (they) decided to share that with 

their children. One of the race of men (Jesus) is now seated face to face with the 

Father in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and He (Jesus) communicates and shares 

with us that same relationship with His Father.  

 A human (Jesus) helps us to see our Father the way He really is and this 

is eternal life - to know the Father (John 17:3). I enjoyed the book The Shack (see 

www.theshackbook.com) for the very reason that the author brought out the rela-

tional nature of God in a very thought-provoking way. 

 Without understanding and appreciating the passion that the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit have for each other it is difficult to understand how they can have that 

same passion for fallen human beings who don't seem to want anything to do with 

them. It also makes it hard to come to grips with verses like: 

John 17:20-21 Jesus' prayer and will was for all people (the world) to be one with 

Him and His Father. 

John 12:32 Through His death all people would be drawn to Him. 

Romans 5:18 All people are justified and given new life in Jesus. 

Colossians 1:20 God reconciled all things (planets, dirt, trees, and even people) 

in Christ. 

 Are there verses that seem to contradict Trinitarian Theology and the adoption 

of the entire human race? Yes. But those verses are not where we begin. If we do 

then we build on a shaky foundation that will not hold up. My experience with 

verses like these has been that in time the Holy Spirit opens my eyes to see what 

they really mean in light of who Jesus is and always has been, not in light of what I 

think is popular opinion in Christian circles.  

 It is important to remember that God had a plan for humanity long before we 

came along and mucked it up. God gave us free will that can only be exercised 

within the larger and broader (and perhaps even stronger) will of God. His will was 

clearly expressed, declared and established before the foundation of the world. 

 I don't have all of the answers but I encourage all of us to be patient with each 

other, with ourselves and with the Holy Spirit as He continues to teach us and share 

His life with us. May we continue to stir one another up unto love and good deeds 

for the glory of Jesus! 

~ Paul David Kurts 
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 We’re sometimes asked “are you sure the adoption of humanity is the gospel? 

I’ve never heard it before.” In that light we find it helpful to go back to the ancient 

Christians who saw the gospel in light of humanity’s adoption into the Triune Life.  

 St. Gregory of Nyssa lived in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) in the 4th cen. 

Gregory accepts the reality of hell but he defines it in light of the truth about who 

Jesus is. He knows that Jesus is the union between God and humanity and that in 

him “all humanity is joined to the divinity.” Therefore hell is not separation from 

God but the suffering that comes from resisting the truth of our inclusion in God. 

In this way he sees hell as purgative, not punitive. He believes that eventually every-

one will stop resisting their inclusion and leave hell. 

 Commenting on 1 Cor. 15:22-28 Gregory said this: 

And this he said to be so: he said that the pure and undefiled divinity of the only-

begotten one came to exist in the mortal and perishable nature of humanity. And 

on account of the whole human nature with which the divinity was mixed - 

which is a certain sort of first-fruits of the common dough - humanity exists ac-

cording to Christ, through whom all humanity is joined to the divinity.  

 This translation of Gregory’s writing is taken from Every Knee Should Bow: Biblical Rationales 

for Universal Salvation in Early Christian Thought by Steven R. Harmon. University Press of 

America, 2003. p. 101. 

Gregory of  Nyssa on Humanity’s Salvation 

The Adopted Life is a personal 

ministry of Tim Brassell and 

Jonathan Stepp. Though not an 

official Worldwide Church of God 

publication, The Adopted Life 

is an extension of the publishers’ 

WCG pastoral ministries and is 

produced in on-going dialogue and 

community with WCG theologians 

to be expressive of official WCG 

doctrine and theology. 

 

E-mail us at:  

tjbrassell@cox.net 

jonathan.stepp@comcast.net 

 

Reprinting: You are free to quote 

from and reprint anything in The 

Adopted Life, please just identify 

us as the source and reference the 

volume, issue, and page numbers of 

the material. 

Share your Good News 
of  Adoption! 
 

The Adopted Life welcomes your 

submission of  articles, reviews, 

testimonies and ministry tips. Sim-

ply email Tim or Jonathan with 

your work. Since this is their per-

sonal ministry they reserve the 

right to accept material based on 

their personal convictions and vi-

sion for sharing the Good News 

of  our Adopted Life in Christ. 


