
 You are included in… 

1. The Triune being.   

 What is God, and why does it matter?  God is Father, Son and Spirit, in unity and togetherness forever.  At 

God’s kitchen table there are three chairs, one labeled ‘Father,’ another labeled ‘Son,’ and a third labeled ‘Spirit.’  

And if that vision isn’t wonderful enough for you, there’s more.   

 The gospel is that this God has taken you up and placed you on the lap of the One sitting in the ‘Son’ chair.  

Now and forever, if anyone wants to draw a true picture of God, that picture must have YOU in it.   

 Because you have been included in the Triune being, this is the beginning of a Trinitarian ontology. 

2. The Triune knowing.   

 What does God know, and why does it matter? Father, Son and Spirit know one another fully, intimately and 

accurately. This includes their knowing of the created universe, which lives and moves and has its being in the Son.   

 The gospel is that this God has included you in his knowledge.  We are like children sitting at the grownup ta-

ble, participating in a conversation that is mostly beyond our understanding.  We are encouraged to learn by con-

tributing to the conversation. This is an accurate picture of all human science, art, philosophy, history, theology, 

and every conversation you’ve ever had. 

 Because you have been included in the Triune knowing, this is the beginning of a Trinitarian epistemology. 

3. The Triune acting.   

 What does God do, and why does it matter? Father, Son and Spirit act toward one another in love; each actively 

seeks goodness for the other.  And all loving action showered on the Son lands on every atom of the universe that 

is ‘in Him.’   

 The Gospel is that this God has included you in his energetic loving action.  It’s like our Father is mowing the 

lawn and letting us ‘help’ him push the mower. God is making a world of peace and justice and kindness, and we 

get to help.  Your tiniest act of love is a participation in his cosmic mission that cannot fail.  You have already be-

gun, and there is no limit to the good you can do in the world.   

 Because you have been included in the Triune acting, this is the beginning of a Trinitarian ethics. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 We sometimes hear the complaint, “the word ‘Trinity’ is not in the Bible”. Of 

course there are many words that are not in the Bible, such as “airplane”, 

“barbecue”, and “penicillin” but we don’t hesitate to have confidence in the objects 

those words represent, do we? 

 Someone might argue, “you’re missing my point. I know barbecue exists because 

I’ve tasted it and airplanes exist because I’ve ridden in them but I won’t believe the 

Trinity exists unless you can show me that word in the Bible”. 

 To that I respond, “no, you’re missing my point”. In fact you have also tasted the 

Trinity - when your mom loved you while you pooped your diapers and your dad 

taught you to throw a baseball and your husband asked you to marry him. And you 

have been lifted up and carried - as on the wings of an airplane - by the love of the 

Father, Son, and Spirit as they rescued you from death and darkness through the 

Son’s incarnation (Isa. 40:31, Col. 1:13). 

 The Trinity is all around us and the idea pervades the scripture. In life we see all 

around us that relationship, community, connection, and love are the very basis of 

reality and the most important dimensions of our existence. In scripture we see in 

both the Old and New Testaments constant references to God, to his Spirit, to his 

Wisdom, to his Word, and to the Father of Jesus and the Father of humanity. All 

three persons of the Trinity are spoken of throughout the Bible and the oneness of 

God is constantly reaffirmed at the same time. And that is the definition of the word 

“Trinity” - three as one. 

 Perhaps we can compare the Trinity in scripture to our own DNA. The DNA of 

living things contains all the necessary information to make a full-sized version of 

that living thing, whether it is a baby, a puppy, or a turnip. Wouldn’t it be foolish to 

look at human DNA and say “that doesn’t look anything like a baby, there must be 

no connection between the two.” 

 In a similar way, the Bible contains all the information necessary to develop the 

doctrine of the Trinity. It describes the Father as God, the Son as God, and the 

Spirit as God. It also says that there is only one God. Out of these four pieces of 

data the doctrine of the Trinity is developed. It is a doctrine which says “There is 

one God who is Father, Son, and Spirit.” And that’s very biblical! 

 More importantly, though, is the life and revelation of the Son himself. The Son 

has become flesh as the man Jesus and revealed the Trinity to us. When we see it in 

life or in scripture we are only seeing a confirmation to us from the Holy Spirit that 

what the Son says is true. 

 Is the Trinity in the Bible? Yes! The Trinity is everywhere. 

~ Jonathan Stepp  

Bible DNA 
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 Someone just asked me for help in how to read the Bible so I thought I would 

share my real life response with you, too! 

1. Remember that some things PRECEDE other things.  

 Basic math precedes Algebra. Algebra precedes Calculus. The Basic Math of 

scripture is the Person of Jesus Christ, therefore we should learn to always ask “Who 

Is Jesus Christ?” BEFORE we try to read too much into what the scriptures mean 

by what they say!  

 Before the Canon of scripture (the Bible as we know it today) was formally can-

onized, faithful successors to the Apostles agreed on the basics of interpreting the 

scriptures. Those basics are represented in the Christian creeds known as the Apos-

tles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed and the Chalcedon Creed.  

 The last two creeds, in particular, were agreed upon in councils by the Church of 

its time to fight wrongheaded thoughts about Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit! There 

were heresies going around that said Jesus Christ was not God, or that he was 

ONLY God or ONLY a man! People weren’t holding to the Truth that Jesus is 

Fully God AND Fully Man. This is what Jesus had revealed and what the Apostles 

were witnesses to!  

 Lies were also spreading around that the Holy Spirit was not a Person equal to 

the Father and the Son within the Relationship of the Triune God! (If you are inter-

ested in learning more about this subject, an easy to read historical source is The Story 

of Christianity, Vol. 1, by Justo Gonzalez.) 

 Think of these creeds as a pair of glasses. When we cannot see without 

glasses, we would not even begin to attempt to go through life without them because 

of the hazard to our very life, health and peace! By analogy, we all have poor spiritual 

vision (we are all sinners) and yet we find ourselves trying to read and understand the 

bible (with this admitted blurry vision) without our glasses!  

 This has produced a hazard of horrible doctrines and theology that are hurting 

most of us in the present day and snatching away life, health and peace!! (John 8:43 - 

we misinterpret God’s speech because we don’t hear things through the lens of who 

Jesus is as THE Word)! 

 The creeds are our pair of glasses for the scriptures, fashioned so that we don’t 

misinterpret everything we read. So many heresies and false doctrines arose in the 

past from misinterpreting the scriptures that the early Church was forced into devel-

oping these creeds so that we would avoid heresies and false doctrines about God, 

creation, and ourselves. It is HIGHLY IMPORTANT to remember that the ideas 

expressed in these creeds were developed and in place BEFORE the scriptures were 

(Continued on page 4) 
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put together as a complete package known as “The Holy Bible”! The Holy Spirit 

made sure that we had our glasses BEFORE most of us had availability to the books 

as a whole!!! 

 By centering on Jesus Christ, and His relationship with Creation and the Triune 

God, we can see, through the guidance of the creeds, that scripture is trying to speak 

to us about a relationship of distinct persons and things bound up in the Person and 

Being of Jesus Christ! Knowing Who Jesus is tells us that, in His Person and Being, 

all people and things are included in the Triune life of God by nature of his creating 

us, sustaining us and his becoming human, permanently, and ascending with us to 

His Father in the Spirit! We live, move and have our being in the very Person and 

Being of Jesus Christ!!! (Heb 3:1-13, John 1:1-5, Col 1:15-21) 

 We must not begin any attempt to understand life or words by defining things 

outside the Person of Jesus Christ! That is to be anathema (or accursed) for a be-

liever! Attempting to interpret scripture without knowing Who the Person of Jesus 

Christ is in his relationship with the Father, Spirit and creation, is hazardous to our 

life, health and peace!  

2.  Remember that everything in existence is included in the Triune Life of God, 

in Jesus  Christ, because Jesus is Fully Man and Fully God, and the One in 

Whom all created things live, move and have their being (Acts 17:28)! 

  Jesus is also the Only One Who mediates all things between God and Man (1 

Tim 2:5), which is why he is called the God/Man or “God [is] with us” (Matt 

1:23)! The life and maintenance of all created things is implicated in Jesus’ Life! (2 

Cor 5:14-16)! 

3. As you read any scripture, hold to the overarching thought promoted by the 

creeds: God is One Being in Three Persons and Three Persons in One Being and 

in relationship with all things in Jesus!  

 This means that God is a Relationship of Three Distinct Persons Who are so 

Unified that God can only truly be called One! Mankind, being made in God’s im-

age, is also distinct along with creation WITHIN the Union we have with God and 

each other in Jesus Christ.  

 All of scripture is taking this Reality of Life and Relationship in Jesus Christ into 

account as the main thing (Luke 24:25-27, Col 1:19, 2:9)! This means that, funda-

mentally, no scripture can EVER be speaking of someone not being in union and 

included with God in Jesus Christ, no matter how dire or negative it may sound to 

us!!!! Negative sounding scriptures can ONLY be pointing to the fact that in our per-

(Continued from page 3) 
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sonal distinction within creation we each can either embrace the truth of our un-

ion with God and all things in Jesus, OR, we can embrace lies about our union with 

all things in Jesus. Embracing the Truth about our union is good! Embracing lies 

about our union is bad! (John 3:36)!  

4. Now, here is the real zinger for all of us that read the bible: why is our tendency  

to take the scriptures that look bad and allow them to question and cast doubt on 

the ones that look good? Seriously?!  

 To date, no one has ever demanded that I speak more about the goodness of God 

when I have overemphasized the bad things mentioned in scripture! However, peo-

ple ALWAYS demand that I speak about the bad side of things when I over-

emphasize the good and positive things about God mentioned in scripture! That’s no 

joke, and believe me, it is NOT funny!!  

 There is something wrong with that, isn’t there?! Now, some would probably ar-

gue we shouldn’t overemphasize any of it, but I disagree! We should overemphasize 

the good! After all, most believers would say that God is good all the time 

(meaning NOT bad at all!), and I agree and say it with them (God - as in the Father, 

Son and Spirit! - is good all the time)!  

 Actually, because we are sinners, we too easily allow the negative and bad scrip-

tures to cast doubt on the Goodness of God! I would say that most questions I per-

sonally get, even from those receiving and believing hope about our inclu-

sion, primarily come from this perspective. Hey, it is my tendency too! But, if God is 

Good, and ONLY Good (and he is!) – shouldn’t we do the exact opposite 

and allow God’s goodness to cast doubt on the things which appear bad and negative 

in scripture?!    

 St. Athanasius did when he wrote: “[The Word] has been manifested in a human 

body for this reason only, out of the love and goodness of His Father, for the salva-

tion of us men.” Interestingly enough, he was known as Athanasius ”Contra Mun-

dum” or ”Athanasius Against the World!” Ha-Ha!! Gotta love it! I’m trying to stand 

with him in the grace of God!  

 Athanasius understood, as we are beginning to, that because the starting point of 

all things is God, and God is GOOD (and nothing less than Good!), then bad is 

ONLY a twisting and perverting of that which is Good! And, of course, that is just 

what bad is! As the great Christian apologist, C.S. Lewis, said, “There is no such thing 

as badness, only spoiled goodness!” 

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 4) 
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 Toward the end of THE LAST BATTLE, the final book in C.S. Lewis’ NARNIA 

series, there is a line that always sends shivers of joy down my spine. This is the only 

happy ending I’ve ever seen where everybody dies at the end.  But all find them-

selves resurrected in “Aslan’s Country,” a renewed cosmos that includes Narnia, 

England, and all the other marvelous worlds He has made.  And as the characters 

marvel at all this, Aslan says: “Come, there is much to be done.”   

 Why does my heart quicken, why does my mouth involuntarily smile when I read 

that line?  Perhaps because it’s so different from so many popular visions of a 

“heaven” in which there is precisely nothing to be done. Our God is an awesome 

God, but our destiny with Him is greater than awe. 

 While I wouldn’t mind an eternity of sitting still with the Trinity, it seems they 

have something else in mind: “Come, there is much to be done.”  Maybe we can add 

a new line to the song: “Our God is an active God.”  God is love—the Father, Son 

and Spirit acting towards one another in love.  And the gospel is that we’ve been in-

cluded in that infinite dynamic alive-ness.  All human action lives, moves and has its 

being in the action-packed life of the Triune God.  

 Compare your reactions to these gospel presentations: 

1. If you make a decision for Christ right now, you will go to heaven when you 

die. You don’t have to do anything, because you’ll be saved by grace, not by 

works. And whatever heaven is, it will be more of the same—spending forever 

doing nothing but being loved by God. 

2. Father, Son and Spirit are saving the world.  You have an irreplaceable role to 

play.  You have already begun playing it, whether you know it or not.  God’s life 

of unbounded creativity is making the cosmos into what it was always meant to 

be—beautiful and good.  And you and I have been invited to share in that work, 

more and more and more deeply, forever. 

 Number 2 stirs my heart in a way Number 1 does not.  Now don’t get me 

wrong… I would love to sit still forever with God.  Just like the Narnia characters 

would have been content to just sit in the grass and marvel at their glorious sur-

roundings. And when I read the Bible, I do see repose and rest in our life with God, 

both now and forever. But I see more than just that. I see a God who says things 

like “Let us do this,” and “Let us do that.” “Come, there is much to be done.”   

 Our life with God is a lot like the life of Bilbo the Hobbit.  Yes, we have the 

homey pleasures of Hobbiton—leisurely conversations shared over beer and pipe-

weed, and long nights in our comfy hobbit-holes.  But, there are also adventures to 

be had, treasures to seek, and dragons to slay.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Come, There is Much to be Done . . . (cont.) 

 Our hearts respond to that, because deep down we know that adventure— crea-

tivity, risk, problem-solving, sweat, aching muscles, WORK—is essential to the joy 

of being human.  And if we want our gospel message to gain currency in a world 

that is pathologically bored, perhaps we could try casting a vision of God’s missional 

creativity expressing itself human flesh. As I try to do this, various themes pop up: 

1. You are already sharing in God’s work.   

 When you love your daughter and take care of her, you are feeling God’s feelings 

for your daughter, and you are caring for her with God’s care.  When you go to work 

and [manufacture clothespins, fix cars, sell Salad-Shooters, crunch numbers, what-

ever], you are participating in God’s ongoing work to make the world beautiful and 

good.  When you find joy in doing what you love to do, you are tasting the life of 

God.  God loves doing stuff with you, and forever invites you to do even more. 

2. Non-Christian are already sharing in God’s work.   

 Why do we see such joy when we look into the eyes of Gandhi, or the Dalai 

Lama? Because they are participating in the life and work of the Triune God. They 

are doing good, and they are loving it.  I think there are things they misunderstand 

about God, but they know his goodness when they see it.  This is why I, as a Chris-

tian, am happy to work arm-in-arm with Buddhists, Muslims and Atheists in projects 

that aim to make the world a better place.   

3. My church exists to help people enter more deeply into God’s work.  

 Whether you believe what we believe or not, we’d love for you to take part in our 

efforts to serve our community.  We serve food at the soup kitchen, we run an after-

school program downtown, we give out free Cokes at the 4th of July parade, we do 

all kinds of neat things.  Remember last month when the mosque downtown got 

vandalized?  We partnered with the local synagogue to help clean it up and repair it.  

Not only was it great fun, I made some really interesting new Muslim friends.  If you 

want to make the world a more just and beautiful place, my church wants to help 

provide ways for you to do that. 

4. As you share in God’s work, you will know him more and more.  

 Working shoulder-to-shoulder with God is a wonderful way to get to know him.  

So all I’m suggesting is that, as you do all the wonderful things that you’re already 

doing, imagine that what you’re doing is part of something bigger than the universe.  

That you’re being part of something cosmic, world-changing, and personal.  THAT 

is a taste of the kind of God I’ve been talking about. 

~ John Stonecypher 

(Continued from page 6) 
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The Adopted Life 

 Next month will be the one year anniversary of  The Adopted Life. 

We want to celebrate by publishing an extra-large issue and includ-

ing stories and testimonials from readers about how the good news 

of  our adoption into the Triune Life has changed your life. 

 We’d like to hear about what you’ve learned, and when and how 

you’ve learned it. We’d also like to hear what impact the knowledge 

of  our life in the Son has had on you. 

 If  you’d like to contribute, please send us 50-100 words describ-

ing the changes you have seen in yourself, your family, your friends, 

your church, and your world from coming to understand at a 

deeper level that we are loved, liked, and included by the Father, 

Son, and Spirit. 

 You can include your name with your submission or ask us to 

keep it anonymous if  you prefer.  

 Send your contribution to: theadoptedlife@gmail.com  

Help us Celebrate our One Year Anniversary 

The Adopted Life is a personal ministry of 

Tim Brassell and Jonathan Stepp. Though not 

an official Worldwide Church of God 

publication, The Adopted Life is an 

extension of the publishers’ WCG pastoral 

ministries and is produced in on-going dialogue 

and community with WCG theologians to be 

expressive of official WCG doctrine and 

theology. 

Reprinting: You are free to quote from and 

reprint anything in The Adopted Life, please 

just identify us as the source and reference the 

volume, issue, and page numbers of the material. 

Share your Good News 
of  Adoption! 
 

The Adopted Life welcomes your 

submission of  articles, reviews, 

testimonies and ministry tips. Sim-

ply email Tim or Jonathan with 

your work. Since this is their per-

sonal ministry they reserve the 

right to accept material based on 

their personal convictions and vi-

sion for sharing the Good News 

of  our Adopted Life in Christ. 
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