
 Consider what a window does. It allows those who are inside a 

building to see outside, or those who are outside to see in. It reveals 

and makes known that which would otherwise be hidden from us.  

 If I look out a window and see some strange object that I have 

never seen before, I may need help to understand what I am seeing. It 

would be helpful if someone who has been on the outside would come 

alongside me and help me understand what I am seeing.  

 In this analogy the Bible is the window. What we see when we look 

through the window of the Bible is Jesus. He is The Word of God. The 

only reason we have to call the Bible “the word” is because it is 

through the Bible’s word that we see The Word of God, the second 

person of the Trinity in the flesh as the man Jesus Christ. 

 What we see through the window of the Bible is that Jesus is in the Father and the Father is in him. We also see 

that he is in us and we are in him (John 14:20). In seeing this reality – the reality of God the Father, Son, and 

Spirit, and our inclusion in that life –  we understand ourselves and our relationships with one another.  

 The Holy Spirit is the one who enters our reality from the other side of the window and comes alongside us to 

help us understand what we are seeing.  When we understand the Holy Spirit’s role in this way, it helps us under-

stand the way in which the Bible is the inspired and infallible word of God.  

 The Bible is the window given to us by the Father, in Jesus, through the Holy Spirit. That makes it inspired. As 

the gift of the Father to humanity, it is reliable. We can trust that it is not some kind of funhouse mirror that 

merely reflects back to us a distorted image of our own thinking. We can trust that our Father has given us a win-

dow that shows us who we really are in Jesus without distortion or falsehood. That makes it infallible. 

 No other window has this origin. That is why we rely on the Bible alone for our doctrine and faith. Any other 

window that we might create without this direct involvement of the Holy Spirit will suffer too much from the dis-

tortions that we put into it from our human nature. Over the centuries, after the books of the Bible were written, 

the Holy Spirit led the early Church Fathers to see that these particular books – as opposed to many others that 

were around at the time – were the ones that had been created with this special involvement on the Spirit’s part 

and thus could be read as inspired and infallible. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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 Grace Communion International welcomed approximately 200 participants to the 

denomination’s regional conference in Somerset, New Jersey.   These conferences 

are designed to share the Gospel vision of GCI with the various regions within the 

Church. Special emphasis is placed on living and sharing the Good News. 

 At this year’s conference, and in the ongoing education of the denomination in 

Trinitarian theology, the 3 primary questions raised were, “Who is God as revealed 

in the Person of Jesus?, “What is Jesus doing in the Spirit?” and “How can we par-

ticipate with Jesus in the Spirit?” 

 These questions were addressed in the 3 main Plenary Sessions, presented by Dr. 

Joe Tkach, GCI president, Dr. Mike Feazell, GCI vice-president, and Dan Rogers, 

GCI superintendent of ministers. 

 In his presentation on the GCI Updated Statement of Beliefs, Dr. Mike Feazell 

addressed the question: “Who Is God as Revealed in the Person of Jesus?”  

He answered this question, comprehensively, and informed us that those Statements 

of Belief have been updated to more accurately reflect GCI’s growing Trinitarian 

theology. 

 It was designed to be an interactive presentation, but Dr. Feazell got so impas-

sioned in the proclamation and enthusiasm of the Good News he never got to field 

any questions, let alone go through the brief updates! It was GREAT! 

 Dr. Feazell began his presentation with a brief history on how GCI experienced 

its transformation into grace and a more inclusive theology by being challenged to 

reconsider the doctrine of the Trinity, which it had formerly rejected.  

 After prayer and research, it was concluded that the doctrine of the Trinity was 

the primary doctrine and ground of the Christian faith! We have been on the “fast track” of 

Trinitarian grammar ever since.  

 Dr. Feazell then aided our understanding of Trinitarian theology by defining it 

more precisely. Whereas most tend to think that “Trinitarian” means to believe that 

God is one God in Three Persons, Father, Son and Spirit, Dr. Feazell explained that 

it means much more than that.  

 Essentially, Trinitarian theology is theology that proclaims the relationship of the 

Father, Son and Spirit as the primary lens through which all of life is viewed. The 

end result of this understanding is that the Relationship of the Trinity is one in 

which all of humanity is already included and adopted in the Person of Jesus Christ, 

solely by God’s grace. 

 After outlining the 8 key elements of Trinitarian theology, he concluded with this 

quote from Karl Barth: 
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...the sin of Adam counts for less than the righteousness of Christ.... Where ...the sin of Adam counts for less than the righteousness of Christ.... Where ...the sin of Adam counts for less than the righteousness of Christ.... Where ...the sin of Adam counts for less than the righteousness of Christ.... Where 

man has refused, God has not refused. He Himself has come to the rescue of man has refused, God has not refused. He Himself has come to the rescue of man has refused, God has not refused. He Himself has come to the rescue of man has refused, God has not refused. He Himself has come to the rescue of 

the men who refused. He has done well what man has done ill... God takes the men who refused. He has done well what man has done ill... God takes the men who refused. He has done well what man has done ill... God takes the men who refused. He has done well what man has done ill... God takes 

man's transgression seriously by taking it upon himself: He Himself becomes man's transgression seriously by taking it upon himself: He Himself becomes man's transgression seriously by taking it upon himself: He Himself becomes man's transgression seriously by taking it upon himself: He Himself becomes 

the sinner and dies in man's place and so makes both sin and death pass the sinner and dies in man's place and so makes both sin and death pass the sinner and dies in man's place and so makes both sin and death pass the sinner and dies in man's place and so makes both sin and death pass 

away... Adam excludes Christ: but Christ includes Adam. away... Adam excludes Christ: but Christ includes Adam. away... Adam excludes Christ: but Christ includes Adam. away... Adam excludes Christ: but Christ includes Adam. –––– Karl Barth,  Karl Barth,  Karl Barth,  Karl Barth, Christ Christ Christ Christ 

and Adamand Adamand Adamand Adam 

 Dr. Tkach updated the Church on various International happenings and gave a 

Gospel presentation based on John 5 entitled “For the Love of God.” He stressed 

that even though attendance seems to be down in the United States, from a more 

objective perspective; GCI is growing and has a reason for optimism. He mentioned 

that in the Philippines and Africa alone, the GCI has grown by 7,000 members over 

the last couple of years!  

 The Philippines is especially productive with 90% of their Bible studies trans-

forming into distinct churches. They have 60 Bible studies going right now, and all 

are expected to become new church plants! He also noted that the nations of Austra-

lia and the Philippines were especially enthusiastic about and adept in Trinitarian the-

ology, and that their enthusiasm is infectious. 

 In his Gospel presentation of John 5, which is the story of the man who was an 

invalid for 38 years beside the pool of Bethsaida, Dr. Tkach made the following 

points: 

God communicates his love for us through relationship and Jesus is the high-

est and best Revelation of God. Jesus is not absolute proof for some but is 

sufficient proof for everyone.  

Jesus initiates relationship. Jesus cures us first and then we can walk in whole-

ness and healing. Jesus finds us. Jesus warns us about continuing to sin. Jesus 

resisted the Pharisees. The New Covenant is not a supercharged version of the 

OT.  

Are we personally modeling this kind of Christian ministry?  Are our congre-

gations? 

 Finally, Dr. Rogers (along with other presenters Ted Johnston and Randy Bloom) 

addressed the subject of how we participate with Jesus in His ministry in the Spirit. 

He helped us to see that there is only one real ministry, the Ministry of Jesus Christ.  

 “Our” ministry is only a participation in Jesus’ ministry, and because of Who   
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Jesus is, we can know that God the Trinity is at work with everyone, everywhere. 

This means we have the best possible start in serving others because Jesus is teach-

ing us through the Holy Spirit that He is already at work with everyone. 

 Dr. Rogers emphasized these following points: The Son of God lives as a man 

fully responsive to the Spirit and shares His ministry with us; therefore, we can do 

his ministry with Him! We don’t have our own ministry but only participate in Jesus’ 

Ministry IN THE SPIRIT. Christian ministry is what Jesus does, and Jesus does 

Who he is! Jesus is ultimately responsible for ministry, but we are responsive to His 

ministry!  

 He concluded with a powerful example from his life about how Jesus was work-

ing with a member he visited back in the 70’s. On his ministerial visit to her home, 

she desired for Pastor Rogers to listen to a Red Sox game, and he did so because 

that is what Jesus was doing on that day in that relationship!  

 Dr. Rogers also emphasized how “We don’t just believe what the Bible says; we 

believe what the Bible means!” He noted how in Matthew 4 the Adversary quotes 

the scriptures and quotes them accurately, but Jesus demonstrates how the Adver-

sary misses their meaning entirely! 

 Ted Johnston and Randy Bloom expressed how the Trinity is inclusive of every 

generation and how, in his overflowing love, He is reaching out to the Church and 

the entire human race, serving others and planting churches in his grace! 

 Overall, this conference was an important movement forward in GCI’s education 

in the Holy Spirit about Who God is as revealed in Jesus, what He is doing, and how 

we can participate in what He is doing! 

~ Tim Brassell 
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 What follows is a commentary disguised as a paraphrase, a product of my attempt to read Scrip-

ture in the light of the gospel.  I hope it sparks some fresh exegetical conversations around the Trini-

tarian-Incarnational theology implicit in the biblical text. (For Ephesians 1-3 see the May ‘09 

issue of The Adopted Life.) 

 (4.1) So as I sit in prison for the Master, I intensely desire that you will live ac-

cording to the future Jesus has given you. (2) Believe the truth about who you are 

and your place in the big scheme of things.  Handle your brothers and sisters with 

Jesus’ gentle hands.  They are worth putting up with, just like you are.  

 (3) Join in the Spirit’s work of bringing the Triune oneness and harmony into 

everyday human life. (4) There is only one Spirit, and He is making only one body 

with only one future, (5) through the singular faithfulness of our one Master, who 

gives us only one new life (6) with one Papa who is the source, condition, and desti-

nation of all things.  

 (7) But this one gift is different for each of us. (8) As we say, “When he ascended 

to glory, he conquered darkness and shared the plunder with his people.” (9) He was 

able to ascend because he had already descended.  (10) The one who penetrated our 

deepest hell has now ascended above the highest heaven, so that no matter where 

you go, he will be there for you.  

 (11) Wherever you are right now, he is already giving you the gift of sharing in his 

victorious work that is overcoming the world.  You have a role to play!  Some (like 

apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers) have the job of (12) equipping 

others for their work.  But all of us share a single goal—loving and nurturing the one 

body of our Master, (13) so that we may all grow up into that one body together, 

knowing Jesus faithfully and working with Him in love, incarnating the Triune Life 

in the world.  

 (14) It’s time to grow up, to mature beyond the gullibility of children who believe 

everything they hear, falling for cheap religious tricks and schemes. (15) Instead, let’s 

love truthfully and tell the truth lovingly, growing together to be more like the Mas-

ter, (16) who personally holds the body together and makes it function as the body 

builds itself up through love. 

 (17) This is non-negotiable: Don’t live like those who grope around in the dark-

ness, trapped inside their own minds, following their own uninformed opinions and 

blind mythologies. (18) They don’t know what’s real.  Because of their proud refusal 

to hear and believe, the Triune Life is alien to them; they don’t know the One who 

has embraced them.  

 (19) To avoid Him, they have de-sensitized themselves to reality; they have lived 

without boundaries, ignoring their limits, always eager to find a new way to poison 
(Continued on page 6) 
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themselves and everything around them. (20) Jesus taught you better than that! (21) 

If you know the truth, you know Him. (22) He taught you to walk away from your 

false self, with its thoughts and feelings so distorted by its constantly dissatisfied 

cravings. (23) He taught liberated living through clear thinking.  

 (24)  He has forged in himself a new humanity, and he has taught us to put it on 

like a new set of clothes—our new life that shares fully in the Triune passion for 

goodness in our souls and in the world. (25) When we feel tempted to lie, we put on 

the Master’s transparency, because we know we are part of each other. (26) When 

we feel angry with each other, we put on the Master’s passion for reconciliation. We 

talk it out promptly and completely, (27) to protect our relationship from the En-

emy.  

 (28) When we start to get obsessed with things we don’t have, we put on the 

Master’s generosity, working hard so as to earn something to share with others.   

(29) When we feel tempted to use words destructively, we put on the Master’s gra-

cious, constructive speech. (30) The Spirit has marked you for an eternal life of free-

dom.  Don’t resist His work; He hates that.  (31) Take off the old rags that are un-

worthy of you—bitterness, rage, manipulation, gossip, and malice. (32) Instead, put 

on the Master’s kindness and tenderness.  You have been forgiven.  Pass it on. 

 (5.1) Set your heart on growing up to be like your Papa who loves you so much.  

(2) The Master loved us, gave up everything for us, giving himself completely to 

Papa on our behalf.  This is the love that has eternally embraced you.  Live in that.  

Put it on. Wear it. 

 (3) Be especially careful in matters regarding your sexuality, your consumption of 

resources, and your mouth.  These are forces more powerful than you realize, and 

they require rock-solid boundaries if they are to be handled safely. (4)  Don’t talk 

trash; speak gratitude.  (5) To fill your life with out-of-control sex and consumption 

is to empty your life of the love/joy/peace that is your inheritance. (6) Don’t be 

fooled: When you let these forces overflow their boundaries, they become poison. 

And Papa is infinitely intolerant of the poisoning of his children. (7) If your friends 

are poisoning you, it’s time to get new friends. (8) You are not in the dark anymore.  

Light Himself is your Father.  Blast off from that launch pad, and see what happens! 

(9) Light makes stuff happen, good stuff.  Wherever you find truth, goodness, and 

beauty, you are meeting the Light there.   

 (10) Learn from the Master what is pleasurable and what isn’t. Because He 

knows.  (11) Darkness is useless; don’t waste your time with it.  Instead, shine light 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Ephesians . . . (cont.) 

on it! Speak truth to the lie. (12) We bring our shame to the surface when we talk 

about our lies and secrets; (13) Exposing them to the light makes them visible and 

robs them of their power.  (14) When your darkness becomes visible, that’s the first 

step toward becoming light.  “Wake up sleepyhead! Leave your dark grave and bask 

in the light of the Master.”  (15) Live consciously. Don’t be dumb. (16) Don’t waste 

your time (17) Instead, seek out the Master’s good work, and do that. (18) Don’t 

numb yourself with booze; instead, get high on the Spirit (19) as you get on with the 

serious business of heaven—JOY.  Shout.  Praise.  Sing.  Hum. (20) Saturate your 

days with gratitude, thanking Papa for everything, in the name of our Master Jesus. 

 (21) Jesus lays down his life for you and for everyone around you.  To share in his 

glorious life is to share in his self-emptying, to put it on everyday like a garment.  So 

lay down your lives for one another; submit to one another.  Here are some examples 

of what I mean: 

 (22) Wives, look at how Jesus lays down his life for your husband.  Join him in 

doing that. (23) As Jesus takes care of the church, as the head takes care of the body, 

your husband’s job is to take care of you.  (24) Receive your husband’s care for you, 

as the church receives care from Jesus. 

 (25) Husbands, look at how Jesus lays down his life for your wife. Join him in do-

ing that.  Love her like Jesus loves the church.  Jesus gave himself up for her, (26) tell-

ing her the truth about herself so as to make her whole, (27) beautiful, flawless, glori-

ous. (28)  Husbands, love your wife like that.  Care for her like you care for your own 

body. (29) Nourish and tenderly care for her, just like Jesus does for the church, (30) 

because we are his body.  

 (31) “A man leaves his father and mother to be unified with his wife, and the two 

will become one flesh.” (32) This is a profound mystery, the way a husband and wife 

are like Jesus and his church. (33) Anyway, the husband-wife relationship is meant to 

be one of love and respect. 

 (6.1) Children, look at how Jesus lays down his life for your parents.  Join him in 

doing that.  It is good for you to do what you’re told.  (2) “Honor your father and 

mother…”--this bit of instruction carries a promise with it--(3) “…that you will live 

long and prosper.” 

 (4) Fathers, look at how Jesus lays down his life for your children.  Join him in do-

ing that.  Don’t be a jerk.  Instead, share in Papa’s work of parenting his children, pa-

tiently and persistently teaching them to live in truth. 

 (5) Slaves, look at how Jesus lays down his life for your earthly masters.  Join him 

(Continued from page 6) 
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in doing that.  As you obey the Eternal Master, obey also your temporary masters 

with respect and love. (6) We are all slaves of Jesus, following his orders, not because 

we want to impress him or suck up to him, but because we love him. (7) Find joy in 

being a servant, because ultimately you are not serving a mere human master; you are 

serving the Real Master. (8) We receive the Triune life of goodness by doing good, 

by participating in goodness wherever we are.  This is true for all of us, slave or free. 

 (9) Masters, look at how Jesus lays down his life for your slaves.  Join him in do-

ing that.  Don’t threaten them; love them.  They do not belong to you; they belong 

to Him, and so do you. Do for them what The Master has done for you.   

 (10) Finally, brothers and sisters, live strong.  Move through the world with the 

Spirit’s unbounded strength in your muscles. (11) Everyday, before you face the En-

emy, gear up.  (12) Remember, we fight not against bad people but for them.  We 

make war with the evil forces and mythologies that still darken the minds of Papa’s 

children, and we shall not relent until darkness lies dead at our feet. (13) So get your 

armor on.  Put on the Trinity—Father, Son, and Spirit.  You will be bulletproof.  

 (14) Stand, warrior of Light, and be true.  Truth is your belt; without it, every-

thing falls down.  Protect your heart by sharing in Jesus’ heart--his single-minded 

desire for his eternal kingdom of justice and rightness. (15) Your combat boots are 

running shoes, your eager preparedness to speak truth to power, to speak peace to 

hate. (16) Rely on the steadfast faithfulness of Jesus, a shield which no armor-

piercing rocket can penetrate. (17) His gift of healing/salvation is your helmet. Strap 

it on; refuse to allow the serpent’s whispers to cloud your mind.  Wield with skill the 

sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, the Truth of all truths.   

 (18)  Keep your mind tuned in to the Spirit at all times.  You are part of the Tri-

une conversation now, so be an active participant.  Be constantly sharing in the Trin-

ity’s work of being aware of and meeting the needs of others. 

 (19) Ask Papa for what I need: a clear message for every audience I meet, so that 

I can speak boldly to them the mystery of the gospel—(20) you know, the kind of 

behavior that keeps landing me in jail.  Ask Papa to make me fearless.  

 (21) I am sending Tychicus to tell you the whole story about what’s going on 

here; he is a dear brother and a reliable laborer with Jesus.  (22) He will tell you 

what’s up with me, and he will share his courage with your hearts. (23) I ask Jesus 

and his Papa to fill your community with the love/joy/peace of the Spirit, (24) and 

to fill your experience with their grace, as you fall in love forever with our Master 

Jesus.   

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Our goal at The Adopted Life is to write the kind of articles we would like to read. I love 

satire but I don't see much of it in Christian publications, so I wrote this.  

 There are lot of pastors out there that aren’t doing a good job of making disciples. 

That’s why I’m giving this testimony about my skills at disciple making – to inspire all 

you lazy pastors to get to work. You may say, “Well, how many disciples have you 

made?” I’ve made 153 disciples. That’s right, 153, you slackers. 

 Like all good disciple making pastors (who deserve to be called pastors), I keep a 

careful record of how many disciples I’ve made. I have a big ol’ cane pole out behind 

my barn, and every time I make a disciple I cut me a notch in that cane pole with a 

bowie knife.  So 153 is nothing to sneeze at, and that’s why I’m qualified to give this 

awesome testimony you’re about to read, and tell all you gospel hicks what the score 

is. The score is me: awesome; you: not. 

 I know some of you might be saying right now, “What a liar! He’s not made 153 

disciples. Maybe 53 but not 153.” Well if you’re calling me a liar then I’m calling you a 

hypocrite – physician make thyself a disciple, that’s what I say. That’s in the Bible, 

Jesus said it, you can look it up.  

 So all you children gather ‘round and listen to me as I tell you how it’s done. 

 I want to tell you about the very first of those 153. You never forget your first. It’s 

like taking a scalp or shooting down a MiG fighter – the thrill of it stays with you for-

ever. I was with my brother, a Presbyterian deacon and an excellent shot, when it 

happened. I guess you could say my brother got an assist on this one but I was the 

one that ran the ball to the end zone so the notch went on my cane pole, not his. 

 We were on the third day of a five-day hike through the Roaring Stink Creek Gap 

of the high Smoky Mountains. We crested a steep ridge in a valley in time to see the 

rosy-fingered dawn above the legendary Chimney Top Mountain. Just then I heard 

the telltale crack of a single twig. The sound was a few yards to my right and I knew 

in a heartbeat that we had a live one. That’s right, my skills are so bodacious that I 

can tell the sound of a hell-bound, un-churched, non-discipled, non-spiritual, lost hu-

man being just from the way his foot snaps a twig. 

 Now, there’s a school of thought in disciple making that says you don’t need a 

program to make a disciple. That school of thought is bull-hockey. Not having a pro-

gram is like fishing without dynamite, hunting deer without a spotlight, or scamming 

city slickers without a freak show. It’s just not to be done. 

 There’s a lot of good programs out there, from Evangelism Explosion to Un-

churched Implosion, so I’ll allow that there’s more than one way to skin a cat. But it 

must be a cat and you must be skinning it, if you take my meaning. In other words, it 

(Continued on page 10) 
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must be a disciple and you must be making him, whatever your program is. 

 My program of choice is called Help Evangelize Losers, or H.E.L. for short. I just 

pure love H.E.L., it’s the best darn disciple making program I’ve ever used and I 

never leave home without it in my back pocket – metaphorically speaking of course, 

all those hundreds of pages wouldn’t fit in my pocket. 

 H.E.L. recommends befriending the un-churched person. That’s right – being 

friendly instead of telling him he’s going to hell and trying to get him to handle 

snakes. I know it sounds crazy if you’ve never used the program. I mean, we all know 

the guy is going to hell because he’s not done what he needs to do to get himself 

saved and he never will without you there to make it happen. But H.E.L. says you 

can win more flies with honey than vinegar, so to speak, and so you ought to set out 

the honey and then blast ‘em with the vinegar when they’re all good and stuck in that 

gooey honey. It works, believe me, ‘cause I’ve made 153 disciples this way. 

 Now please note that H.E.L. is not some namby-pamby, liberal, bleeding heart, 

anti-Bible, hippie-fest. They don’t say you should be friends with the un-churched 

person just to be friends with them. They say be friends with the ulterior motive of 

making that guy into a disciple. So don’t worry, it’s still disciple making; it’s just 

wrapped in the cloak of friendship. Kind of the way a cheap hot dog gets wrapped in 

a biscuit when you make pigs-in-a-blanket. 

 So that’s exactly what I did. When that other hiker emerged from the woods into 

the clearing where we were standing, I sidled right up to him, real friendly-like, and 

laid on the honey. Oh, you should’ve seen me! I smiled and talked about the weather 

and the trails; I even gave him an old pig-in-a-blanket I had in my pack, just in case he 

was hungry. I was a regular johnny-make-a-friend, I don’t mind saying. 

 And then when I got him good and sticky in the honey, I laid the vinegar on him. 

“Friend,” I said, “do you know Jesus? ‘Cause Jesus is in heaven right now waiting for 

you to get to him. Oh, how he loves you. But he’s weak, you see? He can’t save you 

unless you do your part. He can’t raise you up in his resurrection and take you to 

heaven unless you get yourself into him.” 

 We’ve got to follow Jesus. We’ve got to follow his example and do things just like 

he did them. That means telling people that Jesus loves them and they need to follow 

his example if they ever want to get to him. They need to really follow Jesus, and not 

just say they’re going to. They need to follow Jesus’ example by resurrecting them-

selves and ascending up to heaven where God is – just the way Jesus did it. And that 

is also in the Bible. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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An Inspiring Story . . . (cont.) 

 Anyway, you probably know how this story ends. That guy got right down on his 

knees with me and prayed, and his prayer transported Jesus right out of heaven and 

into that guy’s heart. I don’t know what Jesus was doing right then but he sure got a 

surprise when that hiker’s prayer yanked him out of heaven. 

 But it’s not enough to make a disciple – you have to also lead that disciple to a 

good church. Otherwise they won’t learn all the rules to follow so they can resurrect 

themselves and ascend up to heaven. I wanted my newly made disciple to come to 

my church; it’s only 364 miles from where he lives, but I couldn’t convince him to 

make the drive twice on Sundays, every Wednesday, and again on Thursday for choir 

practice. So I had to settle for dropping him off at a nearby church in the mountains.  

 I could tell it was a good church by the sign out front. First of all, the church was 

named “Grace and Love Church,” so I knew they understood grace. Secondly, their 

motto underneath their name was “A Bible Believing Church,” so I knew they be-

lieved in the Bible. And finally, they had their message of the week up in temporary 

letters: “Stop, drop, and roll doesn’t work in hell,” so I knew they believed in hell.  

 What else do you need? Grace, love, the bible, and hell. That’s what makes Chris-

tianity. I knew we had dropped our little foundling disciple on the doorstep of a 

home that would really take care of him and teach him all about the Bible and hell. I 

hope he sticks with it so I can see him in heaven some day.  

 Well, that’s about it. The first notch in my cane pole is now a story of hope, love, 

and disciple making that belongs to the ages – and to me, so don’t infringe on my 

copyright by quoting from this without my permission.  

 I know some of you don’t like this kind of thing: articles to make you feel guilty 

so that you’ll make disciples. But you need to realize that we’re never going to stop 

pressuring you. We’ll keep lecturing you until Kingdom come, so you better get used 

to it. It’s not worked yet, so that’s how we know we need to redouble our efforts and 

promote our programs even harder.   

 I worry about what might happen if some people (you know who you are) took 

some of what we say in The Adopted Life the wrong way and went too far with it. I 

mean, it’s all well and good to say that the Father has adopted humanity into his life 

through Jesus, and raised humanity up in Jesus’ ascension, but if people go over-

board with that, it might mean the end of programs and notching cane poles – and 

the beginning of being friends with people for no good reason.  

 I don’t think any of us want to live in a world like that. 

~ Rt. Rev. Pstr. Jonathan Stepp, M.Div., O.C., G.Q. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Trinity and Humanity, Together 

 We’re sometimes asked “Are you sure the adoption of humanity is the gospel? 

I’ve never heard it before.”  

 One issue we struggle with is the issue of human sinfulness. Our human nature 

tells us that we must first stop sinning and then God will embrace us. Unfortunately 

we are never able to stop sinning so we never feel embraced! The gospel is the good 

news that the Trinity embraced us first, even before we had the desire to stop sin-

ning (Rom. 6:8.) Here’s how Miroslav Volf expresses it: 

 When the Trinity turns toward the world, the Son and the Spirit become, in 

Irenaeus’s beautiful image, the two arms of God by which humanity was made 

and taken into God’s embrace (see Against All Heresies 5.6.1.). That same love that 

sustains nonself-enclosed identities in the Trinity seeks to make space “in God” 

for humanity. Humanity is, however, not just the other of God, but the beloved 

other who has become an enemy. When God sets out to embrace the enemy, the 

result is the cross. On the cross the dancing circle of self-giving and mutually in-

dwelling divine persons opens up for the enemy; in the agony of the passion the 

movement stops for a brief moment and a fissure appears so that sinful humanity 

can join in (see John 17:21). We, the others - we, the enemies - are embraced by 

the divine persons who love us with the same love with which they love each 

other and therefore make space for us within their own eternal embrace.  

~ Exclusion and Embrace, Abingdon Press: 1996. pp. 128-129 

Miroslav Volf  on Humanity in the Trinity 


