
 

The First Sunday of Lent ~ 03.13.2011 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 • Psalm 32 • Romans 5:12-19 • Matthew 4:1-11 
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  There's no question about it. It is easier for me to see and believe in that through 

one man all human beings have sinned and die. I don't know anyone, personally, who 

has argued against that yet. It is a lot harder for me to see and believe the Good News 

that because of another Man, Jesus Christ, the Son of God incarnate, all are justified 

and will have life.  

 And yet, that is one of the first thoughts we are encouraged to have at this time of 

Lent through the lectionary passage found in Romans 5:12-19. Even as the traditional 

Lent season comes upon us for 40 days we are encouraged to remember through Lent 

the 40 days of temptation in which Jesus literally has undone the work of Adam. In 

our broken humanity Jesus obeyed His Father willfully and completely, and resisted 

our greatest temptations and sin vicariously, in the flesh, and on our behalf. 

 In Paul's words to the Romans, to believe in Adam is to believe in a type, a mere 

shadow of the truth (Rom. 5:14.) To believe in Jesus is to believe in the Reality, the 

Truth of human life (Rom. 5:15.)  

♦ The effect of Adam, the shadow, is condemnation (Rom. 5:16.) The effect of Je-

sus, the Reality, is justification (Rom. 5:16.)  

♦ Through Adam's trespass death exercised dominion (Rom. 5:17.) Through Je-

sus' righteousness (unwavering right Relationship to God and Man)  Life exer-

cises dominion (Rom. 5:17.)  

♦ By the one man's disobedience many were made 

sinners. (Many? Didn't the translator mean "all"? 

Who, besides Jesus hasn't sinned and fallen short 

of God's glory? Rom. 5:19.) By the one man's obe-

(Continued on page 2) 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How can the emphasis of seeing Jesus as all of humanity's Substi-

tute be a good start to participating in the Season of Lent?  

2. Talk out with your group some of the vast differences between a 

copy (or type) versus the reality. 

3. What are some of the difficulties you have in understanding Biblical 

phrases such as “through Jesus Christ” and “in the Spirit”? 

4. Based on your life experiences and past spiritual training what sort 

of language about God is the easiest for you to use? 

5. How does Jesus’ revelation of God’s relational nature change us? 

The Spirit led 

Jesus into the 

Wilderness 
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 The Biblical language of “with” and “in” and “through” with reference to the persons of the Trinity, 

and the Trinity’s relationship to humanity, is challenging to our thought processes. It is hard for us to 

grasp what it means to do something “through” Jesus. It is difficult for us to imagine how humanity ex-

ists “in” the Son. How are the Father, Son, and Spirit “in” each other without actually losing their distinct-

iveness and merging into a single personhood?  These are hard concepts to wrap our heads around. 

 The difficulty in grasping this reality is found in the fall of Adam and Eve from this week’s text in 

Genesis 3. We were created to live “in” and “with” and “through” the Triune Life, even as the persons of 

the Trinity have always lived “in” and “with” and “through” each other. When Adam and Eve attempted 

to live against this purpose for their existence they plunged us all into a darkness which only the Light of 

the World can break through. To embrace the Biblical language of God’s Triune Life, and our place in 

that Life through Jesus, means allowing our minds to be stretched, shaped, and molded by the mind of 

Christ and allowing our words to be reformed and repaired by the Word of God. In short, it requires re-

pentance. We have to change our minds in light of what God is saying about himself. This is the theme of 

Lent: for us to continue surrendering to the work of the Son, in the Spirit, to reveal the Father to us. 

 In this challenge we see the difference between theology and mythology. Theology is God’s own Word 

about himself – a Word expressed in words of relationship, communion, interdependence, and connec-

tivity, words such as Father, Son, and Spirit, “with”, “in” and “through”. Mythology is our own words that 

we create to speak of God. These mythological words are words that we find comfortable and easy to 

understand, that require no true repentance on our part, and allow us to keep believing what we have 

always believed and keep speaking of God with words that fit the categories and ideas in our own minds. 

 And there is the crux of the problem. Our mythology is a lie. If we are to know the Truth and be set 

free by Him then we must stop thinking and speaking in our mythological language and let the Spirit 

teach us to think and speak in the Theological language of the Father, 

Son, and Spirit who are in each other and of our adoption into this life 

with the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

dience many will be made righteous. (Many? Didn't the translator mean "all"? Jesus is NOT a 

smaller player in the scheme of things than Adam, and if Adam affected all, it is impossible to 

think of Jesus affecting less than all, seeing that He is the One in, through, by and for whom all 

things are created and sustained! Col. 1:15-17) 

 Here are two additional resources I have found helpful in thinking this subject through, and that you 

may find helpful too: Jesus and the Undoing of Adam by Dr. Baxter Kruger and The Foolishness of Preach-

ing (Proclaiming the Gospel against the Wisdom of the World) by Robert Capon. 

~ Tim Brassell 

Theology vs. Mythology 
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