
 

The Second Sunday of Lent ~ 03.20.2011 

Genesis 12:1-4a • Psalm 121 • Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 • John 3:1-17 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Where else in the Bible is the gospel of the "One for the many?"  

2. How does this Good News of the "One for the many" play out with 

regard to our personal distinction without collapsing into bad news? 

3. Do you think “right relationship with Papa and the world” is a good 

definition of “righteousness”? 

4. What is Abraham’s inheritance? How do you receive it? How does 

Jesus’ revelation of God’s relational nature change us? 

5. Salvation isn’t a contractual exchange of our belief for righteous-

ness. How does this change our view of ourselves and the world? 

 My friend and mentor Baxter Kruger references T. F. Torrance when he says that 

ancient Israel was the "Womb of the Incarnation." In other words, the Man that all of 

Creation is anticipating in birth and life—the One Man for all men that will not only 

adopt humanity into the life of the Trinity but save it from its sin—is Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God made flesh, the Jew and Israelite (Matt 1:1).  

 Everything and Everyone is anticipating His arrival because he will literally be the 

One for the many. In order to give our minds the capacity to receive His Revelation as 

the One for the many, the Holy Spirit ingeniously inspires the writers of the scripture 

to make this point. 

 Speaking of Abraham, the grandfather of Israel, the Holy Spirit inspires the writer 

of Genesis to creatively pen Gen 12:3: "In you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed." This "in you" is a direct reference to Jesus Christ (Gal 3:16, 29). 

 The Spirit also gives Israel the concept of the One Priest for the many on the Day of 

Atonement (Num 15:25). And presses the point in the story of David and Goliath:  

He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why have you come out to draw up for 

battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for your-

selves, and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we 

will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our 

servants and serve us. ~ 1 Samuel 17:8-9 

 As you participate in Lent this season, why not revel in the fresh and mind-

blowingly good mental construct given us by the Triune God throughout scripture 

and received in the reality of Christ: the Reality of His being with and for us, regard-

less of our unworthiness, sin, and opposition, as the One 

Worthy, Righteous and For God—the One for the many! 

~ Tim Brassell 



The Father’s Gift to the World 
 It may be the most famous passage in all of scripture: For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 Does this mean we save ourselves by our belief? In John 3:1-15 Jesus has just finished explaining to 

Nicodemus that entering the Kingdom is like being born and seeing the wind blow. We don’t get our-

selves born do we? Nor do we cause the wind to blow, we simply observe its effects. In the very next 

verse, John 3:17, the Gospel says that Jesus’ mission is to save the world. His mission is not to create the 

mere potential for salvation, which the world then actualizes through its own belief, but to actually ac-

complish the world’s salvation in his own person and work. John 3:16 is not a formula that tells us how 

to get right with God. It is a statement about how the Triune Life has been given to the cosmos (the 

world). The Triune Life is not something we earn by a contract in which we exchange our belief for par-

ticipation in the Son’s relationship with the Father. The Triune Life is given to us, freely and without any 

contractual obligation, through the Son—the Father’s gift to the cosmos.  

 So what does our belief do? When we believe that the Son is the Father’s gift to the world, and that 

through him the universe is saved and participating in the Triune Life, we are then able to stop experi-

encing the perishing death of doubt and fully experience eternal life. And what is eternal life? To know 

God and his Son (John 17:3). Eternal life is far more than just existence. It 

is the life of the Trinity. This life has been given to the whole universe 

through the Son, and all who believe this truth about reality will experi-

ence the fullness of all that the Triune Life really is. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Romans 4.3-5, 16-17 – A paraphrase 
By entrusting himself to Papa, Abraham entered into what he had been given—a right relationship with 

Papa and the world. 

 (4) Abraham was not earning a paycheck; he was receiving a gift.  BIG difference! (5) It is not we who 

are working hard to earn a right relationship with Papa.  It is Papa who (along with Jesus and the Spirit) 

has already worked hard to create a right relationship with people like us! Though we have earned noth-

ing, we have been given everything.  As we trust in the giver, we begin to share in the incarnate Son’s 

right relationship with his Papa and with all things in the dance of the Spirit…. (16) We receive our in-

heritance not by keeping rules but by trusting in the One who rules us and keeps us.  What is promised 

is a gift, not an earned wage.  The gift is received by all of Abraham’s children—everyone who by faith 

know the One Abraham knew, whether they follow Torah or not.  He is the father of us all, (17) as the 

Bible says:  

I have made you the father of MANY peoples. 

 We trust the One he trusted, the One in whom we live and move and have our being, the One who 

makes life out of death, the One who makes all things out of nothings.  

~ John Stonecypher 


