
 

The Third Sunday of Lent ~ 03.27.2011 

Exodus 17:1-7 • Psalm 95 • Romans 5:1-11 • John 4:5-42 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. How is Psalm 95 helpful for understanding the Adoption of humanity 

into God's Life through Jesus? 

2. What good purpose does God's loathing and anger serve when we 

don't receive our inclusion into his life by grace? 

3. If God got water to flow out of a rock for you, would you stay im-

pressed longer than the Israelites did?  

4. What’s the most unimpressive act of love you could do this week?  

5. What does our Real relationship with the Father, through the Son, in 

the Spirit tell us about how we live in suffering, hope and prayer? 

 Do you see how this title taken from the 6th verse of Psalm 95 speaks to the Inclu-

sion of all of Humanity into the Life of the Trinity by Grace? Do you see how it also 

speaks of the participation of creation in that life, too? Good gravy, these four words 

are LOADED! When we speak of the Gospel properly as Jesus the Lord receiving us 

into His life and not so much our receiving him into our lives, do you see how this 

Psalm (in Holy Scripture!) is helpful in proclaiming that? If we were made by the Lord 

our Maker (Col. 1) , then doesn't that mean the Lord existed first? If God existed first 

(and revealed Himself to be a Relational Being when He uttered the words "Let Us 

make man..."), then isn't it only proper to say that to be made a created being is to be 

received into His life and relationship, and not vice-versa? All this is after God, 

through the Psalmist, has already made the point that the earth is His (Psalm 95:3-5). 

If the earth is His, and humanity is his, and none of us exist apart from God—nor are 

we God, nor did our faith get us here—then isn't it absolutely true that all of humanity 

is included in His life solely by grace?!  

 Of course, we can really only have this view from the Father, through Jesus and in 

the Holy Spirit (John 16:15). And it is only after seeing this wonderful act of grace that 

we could possibly understand:  To harden our hearts against it (verse 8) and to not 

regard it (verse 10) would cause God to say in anger "They shall not enter my rest." 

For how could one who refuses such tremendous grace and truth have rest apart 

from trusting it and believing it? To not believe it would be to think that we are god 

ourselves, and that it is by our own faith that we got ourselves into God's world and 

relationship! Do you see the blasphemy, twisting of the truth, and the lie in that? But 

thank the Lord for the Psalmist who correctly acknowledges and encourages every 

one of us to acknowledge (verses 1-3) the Lord our Maker! 

 

~ Tim Brassell 



Real Relationship 
 The Father, Son and Holy Spirit live in an actual, real relationship. 

They’re not pretending.  The language of Trinity is not merely a word pic-

ture. The Real Father really loves and relates to the Real Son in the Real 

and personal communion of the Holy Spirit. 

 That means that our relationship with the Father, through the Son, in 

the Spirit is also a Real relationship. This is what John points us to in his article this week about Israel in 

the wilderness. God is personal relationship, not a substance to be tested and experimented on. As Tim 

describes in his commentary on Psalm 95, this Real relationship has Real boundaries and Real conse-

quences - both good and bad - that flow from how we live in this relationship. 

 I bring all this up to help us further grasp what this week’s Lenten texts are telling us. A non-

relational, non-personal view of God is dangerous to our spiritual health. We cannot objectify God and 

make him the subject of theological debate (like the woman at the well in John 4) nor can we think that 

God is a slot machine that dispenses salvation in response to our 

works of faith and/or repentance (the idea that Paul condemns in Ro-

mans 5). The Trinity really is relationship and we really are a part of 

that relationship. To believe anything else is hell but to allow Jesus to 

share his faith with us, and to believe this truth, is heaven. 

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 
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When “Shock and Awe” Don’t Work 
 When the desert-wandering Israelites complained to Moses about the water situation, he rebuked 

them: “Why do you test the LORD?” (Ex 17.2). This makes sense. Testing is something you do to things, 

not to people. Let’s say my son tried to test me in this way: “Dad, give me ice cream. If you don’t, that will 

mean you don’t love me.” Not only would he not get ice cream, but he would also get a talking-to from a 

dad who likes to hear himself talk.  

 That’s the thing about Israel in the desert—they kept needing these really cool miracles, and God kept 

providing them. But the effect never lasted. Frontal assaults on the senses can produce a cool ‘Gee-whiz!’ 

effect, but people don’t stay impressed for long. They just get acclimated and addicted to constant shock-

and-awe.  

 A few years later in the same desert, the desert-wandering Jesus also had an opportunity to “test the 

LORD” by demanding a spectacular miracle (Luke 4.9-12). But he wasn’t interested in subjects who bent 

to his will in response to an overwhelming display of power. Rather, he wanted brothers and sisters who 

had freely chosen to know and love him. So he chose the only path where 

such flowers can blossom—the path of the hidden, the small, the easy-to-

ignore.  

 In our 40 days in the desert, may we join him there. 

~ John Stonecypher 

 A Paraphrase of  

Romans 5:9 
If he has spilled his own 

blood to right our wrongness, 

of COURSE he will continue 

to heal and guide us down 

the paths of wisdom, so that 

we will require as little  

fatherly butt-kicking as  

possible. - Romans 5.9 (JSV - 

John Stonecypher Version).  


