
 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent ~ 04.03.2011 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 • Psalm 23 • Ephesians 5:8-14 • John 9:1-41 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why would it be important to distinguish light from life? 

2. Paul says "In the Lord you are light" (Eph. 5:8). Why does he then 

say (v. 14) "Rise from the dead and Christ will shine on you"? 

3. Do you identify more with David or with his brothers?  Why? 

4. God likes you as much as he likes everybody. How do you feel 

about that? 

5. Jesus is the light of the world; what does that say about your family, 

friends and neighbors? 

6. In what ways are you still struggling to let Jesus’ light into your life? 

 As I read the lectionary text from Ephesians 5:8-14, I couldn't help but reflect on 

something powerful that I recently read in George McDonald's Creation in Christ:  

Unspoken Sermons, edited and abridged by Rolland Hein. Here is what he writes on 

pp.19-20: 

But light is not enough; light is for the sake of life. We too must have life in ourselves. 

We too must, like the Life Himself, live. We can live in no way but that in which Jesus 

lived, in which life was made in Him. That way is, to give up our life. This is the one 

supreme action of life possible to us for the making of life in ourselves. Christ did it of 

Himself, and so became light to us, that we might be able to do it in ourselves, after 

Him, and through His originating act. 

...The help that He has given and gives, the light and spirit-working of the  

Lord, the Spirit, in our hearts, is all in order that we may, as we must, do it  

ourselves. Till then we are not alive; life is not made in us.  

The whole strife and labour and agony of the Son with  

every man, is to get him to die as He died....If I say not  

with my whole heart, "My Father, do with me as you will,  

only help me against myself and for you," then I have not  

yet laid hold upon that for which Christ has laid hold  

upon me. 

 That is what I believe the Father is trying to get across  

to us in this passage through Jesus, in the Spirit, and by  

the handwriting of Paul. The purpose of Light is that we  

might live, and help others live, the Life, forever, for Life!  

                            ~ Tim Brassell 



The Light of the World 
 In this week’s gospel text Jesus calls himself “the light of the world” (John 9:5). Think about how light 

works in contrast to darkness. In a completely dark room, the darkness is overwhelming. It seems per-

manent, real and solid. It seems to almost have a weight to it—closing in around us and smothering us.  

 Then flip on your flashlight. The darkness is revealed for what it is: nothing. Darkness is simply the 

absence of light. The darkness is overcome, conquered and destroyed by the light. The challenge of shin-

ing a flashlight around in a dark room is that it can’t shine everywhere at once. A light from above, posi-

tioned on the ceiling is best for that task. Use your flashlight to find the light switch and turn on the light 

in the ceiling and all darkness will be gone from the room. 

 What kind of light does Jesus say he is? Is he only the light of those who use him as their light—like a 

flashlight? No, he is the light from above that fills all things.  The light of Jesus fills the whole world, but 

somehow we still find ourselves experiencing darkness. As John points out in his article, we often prefer 

the darkness that makes us feel better than others over the light that shows we are all part of the world 

of Jesus. As Tim says, this light is for the living of life but part of our 

fallen nature is still running towards death and darkness. Why? Too 

often we choose blindness, closing our eyes to his light. That’s a good 

reason for Lent—a time for us to let Jesus open our eyes a little wider 

to take in a bit more of his light, the light that is shining all around us.  

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 
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“John, You’re So Much Better Than That Tim Brassell” 

 In the story where God chooses David over his older brothers (1 Samuel 16.1-13), I always identified 

with David.  I was the youngest of my family, and between me and my older brother, I was definitely the 

less impressive specimen.  So of course I have always liked that story.   

 But as I get older, I am starting to experience this story also from the per-

spective of the more impressive older brothers.  Because I’ve spent decades 

now building up an impressive resume.  I want God to glance over at me 

and say “Holy cow, look at THAT one!”  But when my Father looks at me, he 

says no such thing.  Frankly, I am disappointed.  He embraces me, he adores 

me, he delights in me.  But he never says “John, you’re so much better than 

that Tim Brassell.”  

 Grace starves my ego.  I don’t know how to be special, if that specialness 

does not imply the un-specialness of others.  I was hoping to end this mus-

ing with some profound theological insight, but there aren’t any occurring to me.  Except perhaps that I 

still have darkness in me, that I have not yet mastered the art of loving things that are lovely.  I guess 

that’s insightful enough.  It is Lent, after all. 

~ John Stonecypher 


