
 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent ~ 04.10.2011 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 • Psalm 130 • Romans 8:6-11 • John 11:1-45 
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You Will Live! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Discuss with your group the specific hope you can bring to the sick 

and dying about human life because of the truths in John 11. 

2. How can we experience the faith of Jesus in this life and the next? 

3. What is the symbolism of the bones in Ezekiel being dried out? 

4. The Lord does resurrection in spite of our death and lost-ness. What 

does this say about what faith is? (See also Eph. 2:4-8.) 

5. How does each person of the Trinity participate in resurrection? 

6. What does it mean for our evangelism to realize that everyone is in 

Christ and the Spirit has been poured out on all flesh? 

 I’ve just returned home from serving a friend who has cancer. Unfortunately, it is 

incurable cancer. What do you say to the sick and dying? It's so hard to discern some-

times. You can't act like nothing is wrong, avoiding the inevitable conversation about 

death. On the other hand, you want to express hope. As the saying goes, "You can live 

one minute without air, but not a second without hope." Plus, there are cases where 

you pray and seem sure the person will live, and they die. In other cases you are sure 

they will die, and they live! I think these experiences properly caution us in steering 

away from a "one size fits all" mentality about sickness and the timing of death, and 

how we might respond in a given case.  

 This week’s text from John 11 gave me something true and hopeful to say. Jesus 

proclaimed that His friend Lazarus' sickness was not "...unto death." But Lazarus did 

die, physically—even to the point of stinking. Yet Jesus also stated plainly that He is 

the Resurrection and the Life and those who believe in Him will live, even though they 

die. What hope did I relay from this passage to my friend with cancer? I told him that 

his physical sickness is not unto death because of Who Jesus is as our Resurrection, 

and who he is in Christ. Even if we die physically, he has power to resuscitate us, and 

that if he doesn't resuscitate us we will certainly be raised in Jesus, THE Resurrection 

of humanity Himself!  

 I told him that death in this passage doesn't have to do with biological or glorified 

human life. In Jesus we will all live, whether by resuscitation or Resurrection, and Je-

sus has made it so and will make it so! The question is this: Will we trust Him? If we 

embrace Him we will experience the Life he shares with his Father in the Spirit. If we 

don't trust Him we will most definitely not experience the life He shares with His Fa-

ther in the Spirit, but rather death in that life. Seeing that Jesus is determined that we 

live, the question to Martha still stands, "Do you believe this?" 

                            ~ Tim Brassell 



Got Spirit? 
 Is the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead living in you? If so, Paul says that He will also give 

life to your mortal bodies (Rom 8:11). By the way, who is He? This “He” whose Spirit can live in us and by 

whose Spirit Jesus was raised from the dead—who is this guy? It must be God the Father. Who else could 

it be? And if it is the Father, then that makes Romans 8:11 yet another Trinitarian verse. It’s a verse about 

the Father raising the Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead and then doing the same for us through the Holy 

Spirit. Don’t miss the Trinitarian nature of resurrection. 

 Now, on to the main point: Is the Spirit of the Father living in you? How do you know? One way would 

be to look at your thoughts and actions. Do you think and act like the Holy Spirit? Are you in step with 

Him and displaying the fruit of His life? If your answer is “no” or “sometimes” then you are being real. If 

your answer is “yes” then you are delusional. Sorry, but sometimes the truth hurts. Here’s a better way of 

determining whether the Spirit lives in you: Look at Jesus. He is supposed to be the author and finisher of 

our faith, the beginning and the end,  after all. Is the Spirit in Jesus? Yes (Luke 4:1). Is humanity in Jesus? 

Yes (Acts 17:28). So, if we’re in Jesus and the Spirit is in Jesus, then the Spirit is in us (Acts 2:17.) 

 This fits exactly with what John points out in his piece this week about Ezekiel:  Dead men tell no tales, 

and make no professions of faith, and cannot ask the Spirit into their lives. The Spirit must be poured out 

on the dry bones of dead humanity, by the Father, through Jesus. So the Spirit-given resurrection life is 

something given to humanity through the one who is The Resurrection 

and The Life. Adam gave us all death and now Jesus has given us all life 

(1 Cor. 15:22). So what we need to do, as Tim points out this week, is 

get busy believing in who Jesus is for us, even in the midst of all the 

pain and joy that we experience in this world. 

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 
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“My Bad” Sayeth the Lord 
 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and his Spirit set me down in the middle of a valley full of dry 

bones (Ezekiel 37.1-14).  He said to me: “Mortal, can these bones live?”  He taught me to prophesy to the 

bones: “O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD: ‘I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I 

will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 

you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; but the bones failed to receive this word in faith, so they 

remained dry bones forever and there was nothing the LORD could do about it. He said to me, "Mortal, 

these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

cut off completely.' And they are right. I cannot open up their graves, for they are locked from the inside, 

and the corpses are the only ones with the power to unlock them and let me in. Seeing as how corpses 

can’t do anything, I guess that was just bad planning on my part.” 

 “My bad,” sayeth the LORD. 

~ John Stonecypher 


