
 From the beginning of the world the Father has had a plan - it is the dream of the 

Trinity, shared between him and his Son and their Spirit. That plan is adoption. It is the 

plan to create new persons, distinct and free (like the persons of the Trinity), and to adopt 

these persons into the Triune Life as children of the Father. 

 Such a plan boggles our human imagination. We can imagine a god who makes crea-

tures to serve him or to worship him or for his own amusement, but we can hardly wrap 

our minds around the Truth, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Truth of the God who is relation-

ship, who created us to share in his relationship, and who fulfilled his plan by uniting us to 

himself in the humanity of his Son. 

 Since Jesus is the Truth of who God really is and why he created humanity, we can see 

the Father’s plan of adoption in the life of Jesus. In order to empower the Church to see 

Jesus’ life and to know how his life reveals the Father’s plan, the Holy Spirit gave the 

Church the Worship Calendar of the Christian Year. Step by step, culminating in the Feast of Pentecost (Sunday, 

May 31, this year), this Worship Calendar tells the story of the Father’s plan fulfilled in Jesus. 

 AdventAdventAdventAdvent: The Father called Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their descendants to become his chosen people in 

the world. In this chosen nation of Israel the Father prepared a place for the coming (advent) of the Son. The 

whole history of Israel, from Abraham to Zechariah, found its destiny in the Virgin Mary. Israel, summed up in 

Mary, was the womb of the incarnation and the place prepared for the coming of the Son. 

 ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas: So that we might become what he is - a child of the Father - the Son became what we are. The Son 

became flesh and blood and made his dwelling among us, being born as a baby of the Virgin Mary. He did not 

simply “appear” to be human, he really became what we are and joined us in our real, sinful, fallen flesh. The mira-

cle is that even though he entered our sinful nature he never sinned. Instead, he lived out a faithful life in com-

munion with his Father and their Spirit from within our nature. He adopted humanity into the life of the Trinity 

and made us whole, healed, and holy by his presence. 

 EpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphanyEpiphany: Having assumed our human nature, the Son then baptized our nature into the Holy Spirit and the 

life of the Trinity in his baptism. When the Father spoke from heaven and said “this is my beloved Son” these 

words were spoken to the Son in his humanity, and thus were spoke to humanity - to you and me and everyone we 

know and love. And in that moment the Holy Spirit descended onto the human nature in which the Son now 
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dwells, affirming that the Son shares with us the anointing he alone has in the Spirit 

of his Father. 

 LentLentLentLent: From within the human nature that had once said “yes” to Satan and “no” 

to the Father, the Son now reversed that decision once and for all. In the midst of 

the hellish wilderness of human sin and alienation the Son said “no!” to Satan’s lies 

and said “yes!” to our Daddy’s love and reversed the fall of Adam and Eve. 

 Palm SundayPalm SundayPalm SundayPalm Sunday: On his way to his victory on the cross, Jesus was received by the 

people of Israel as the conquering hero he would prove to be. Not a hero on a white 

stallion carrying the sword of punishment, but riding on a donkey and headed for 

the cross. 

 Holy ThursdayHoly ThursdayHoly ThursdayHoly Thursday: The Son revealed to us the truth of his mission, that he shares 

with us his body (bread) and his blood (wine) and that he stoops to wash our feet 

and make us clean to sit at the Father’s table. 

 Good FridayGood FridayGood FridayGood Friday: By his death on the cross, the Son defeated our enemy, Satan, and 

put our sinful nature to death once and for all. In this great victory he set humanity 

free from captivity to the devil and from the fear of death. 

 Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday: In the glory of his resurrection, the Son raised up our human na-

ture, new and immortal, now destined not for Adam’s death but for Christ’s eternal 

life with the Father. In this moment of transformation he made humanity eternal 

and thus capable of eternal relationship with the Trinity as children of the Father. 

 Ascension SundayAscension SundayAscension SundayAscension Sunday: Because the Father’s purpose was for us to live forever with 

him, the Son carried us up into the heavenly realms and the Father seated us in 

Christ at his right hand. Our human nature had now been transformed and carried 

into the most holy place, the heart and life of the Trinity, in fulfillment of the Fa-

ther’s plan of adoption. 

 PentecostPentecostPentecostPentecost: So, human nature is now permanently united to the Triune nature in 

the risen and ascended Jesus. Our adoption is complete and we can now know the 

Father for who he really is and relate to him as his children. But we must know and 

believe this truth about ourselves! So the Father pours out the Holy Spirit on all 

flesh, giving us the gift of the Spirit who brings about relationship and communion 

within the Trinity and now also within humanity as Jesus, the Son, shares the knowl-

edge of his human nature with the Spirit. 

 In these simple worship celebrations we rejoice in the Father’s plan revealed in 

Jesus and discover that telling the story of Jesus’ life reveals the truth of our lives. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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 Jesus was absolutely clear to His followers before His Ascension that ‘they were on 

no account to leave Jerusalem but "must wait for what the Father promised: the promise you heard 

from me. John baptized in water; you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit. And soon.’” (Acts 1:4-

5 The Message) 

 Whoa!!! Don’t leave Jerusalem? Just wait? For the Baptism of the Spirit? Coming 

soon to a theater near us? 

 Wow, this Holy Spirit Person must be IMPORTANT!! And He is! I offer up 

these Ten Colossal Truths about the Person of the Holy Spirit, and why I believe 

Jesus would make such a statement to his followers in the quote from Acts above. 

There are far more Colossal Truths than ten, of course (THE HOLY SPIRIT BE-

ING GOD AND ALL!), but I wanted to give you a head start! 

 1. The Holy Spirit is a Distinct Person and Member of the Trinity! 1. The Holy Spirit is a Distinct Person and Member of the Trinity! 1. The Holy Spirit is a Distinct Person and Member of the Trinity! 1. The Holy Spirit is a Distinct Person and Member of the Trinity! The Holy 

Spirit even speaks with His own distinct voice as God – Acts 13:2. In the Bible, the 

Holy Spirit has intellect, passions, and will, and can even be grieved. In short, the 

Spirit has a personality! Jesus commanded us to baptize others in the name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit - Matt 28:19-20! There is no Triune God apart 

from the Holy Spirit! Think of the significance of that! 

 2. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Communion 2. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Communion 2. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Communion 2. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Communion –––– 2 Cor 13:14!  2 Cor 13:14!  2 Cor 13:14!  2 Cor 13:14! Good gravy! No 

Holy Spirit, no communion, no relationship! Can you imagine two Persons with no 

Spirit, relationship, between them? Yikes! The church fathers have even noted that 

the Spirit is the One that helps the Father know the Son and the Son know the Fa-

ther! Think of the weight of that! 

 3. It is in the Spirit that God is Personally Present with Everyone and Everything 3. It is in the Spirit that God is Personally Present with Everyone and Everything 3. It is in the Spirit that God is Personally Present with Everyone and Everything 3. It is in the Spirit that God is Personally Present with Everyone and Everything 

Everywhere Everywhere Everywhere Everywhere ----  Psalm 139:7!   Psalm 139:7!   Psalm 139:7!   Psalm 139:7! It is in the distinction of the Holy Spirit that we can be-

gin to speak about Humanity and Creation’s perpetual union and closeness with 

God! 

 4. There was something not complete about humanity’s education of our union 4. There was something not complete about humanity’s education of our union 4. There was something not complete about humanity’s education of our union 4. There was something not complete about humanity’s education of our union 

with God in Jesus without the Person of the Holy Spirit coming to educate us with God in Jesus without the Person of the Holy Spirit coming to educate us with God in Jesus without the Person of the Holy Spirit coming to educate us with God in Jesus without the Person of the Holy Spirit coming to educate us ––––    

John 16:7John 16:7John 16:7John 16:7----15! 15! 15! 15! Jesus said he MUST go, or else the Friend, the Holy Spirit would not 

be sent! There is A LOT to chew on there! The early church fathers speak of the 

need for the Holy Spirit to be accustomed to human nature through Jesus Christ so 

that he could be with us as the Spirit of Christ! Great googly-moogly! 

 5. THE Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh 5. THE Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh 5. THE Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh 5. THE Holy Spirit has been poured out on all flesh –––– Acts 2:17!  Acts 2:17!  Acts 2:17!  Acts 2:17! I can’t say it any 

simpler than that EVERYONE in the Cosmos has the Holy Spirit! He is IN them! 

Oooohhhh! We have much rethinking to do with that in mind! That speaks to noth-

ing less than the dignity of everyone and everything, in some way, in the Holy Spirit! 

Holy Ghost Goodness! 
(Continued on page 4) 
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 6. Things are accomplished not by might, or by power, but by God’s Holy Spirit 6. Things are accomplished not by might, or by power, but by God’s Holy Spirit 6. Things are accomplished not by might, or by power, but by God’s Holy Spirit 6. Things are accomplished not by might, or by power, but by God’s Holy Spirit 

–––– Zechariah 4:6!  Zechariah 4:6!  Zechariah 4:6!  Zechariah 4:6! If we let the Revelation of God in Jesus Christ speak to us, and re-

member the distinction of the Holy Spirit, we can see that the primary might and 

power God exercises is in, through, and for RELATIONSHIP! It’s taken me almost 

42 years to begin to get a handle on that Trinitarian logic! 

 7. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Adoption! 7. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Adoption! 7. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Adoption! 7. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Adoption! Read this thrilling news in The Mes-

sage bible, “You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted as his own children because God 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out, "Papa! Father!" -  Good God Almighty! 

This heartfelt cry of Adoption isn’t the product of any sinful man! This is the heart-

felt cry of the Holy Spirit being shared with man, with you! Are you waking up and 

getting more of a sense of how included YOU are, in the Holy Spirit of God, and 

why your heart is crying???? It wouldn’t have crossed your mind to think of anything 

this good all by yourself! 

 8. Related to point 4 above, the Holy Spirit shared with us is Jesus’ actual anoint-8. Related to point 4 above, the Holy Spirit shared with us is Jesus’ actual anoint-8. Related to point 4 above, the Holy Spirit shared with us is Jesus’ actual anoint-8. Related to point 4 above, the Holy Spirit shared with us is Jesus’ actual anoint-

ing in the Person of the Holy Spirit ing in the Person of the Holy Spirit ing in the Person of the Holy Spirit ing in the Person of the Holy Spirit –––– Luke 4:1, John 16:7 Luke 4:1, John 16:7 Luke 4:1, John 16:7 Luke 4:1, John 16:7----15! 15! 15! 15! Say what?! Well, He is 

called the Spirit of Truth and Jesus is the Truth. He is also called the Spirit of Christ 

– Phil 1:19. That’s plain! Dr. Baxter Kruger is great at helping us to see this point 

more clearly, so visit his site and blog sometime at www.perichoresis.org .  

 This point says that we will never have our own, personal anointing in the Holy 

Spirit. Instead we will always share in Jesus’ PERFECT ANOINTING in the Spirit 

as a glorified humanity! I am in love with the Trinity again - *sigh* 

 9. Related to points 3 and 5 above, the Holy Spirit MUST be personally present Related to points 3 and 5 above, the Holy Spirit MUST be personally present Related to points 3 and 5 above, the Holy Spirit MUST be personally present Related to points 3 and 5 above, the Holy Spirit MUST be personally present 

in a Person’s life ALREADY in order for them to embrace Him! in a Person’s life ALREADY in order for them to embrace Him! in a Person’s life ALREADY in order for them to embrace Him! in a Person’s life ALREADY in order for them to embrace Him! How could your 

evangelism have a chance at all of being received if the Holy Spirit wasn’t already 

present in a person to help them receive Him? The Gospel isn’t about existentialism 

(the view that reality does not exist until I cause it to exist!) The Gospel is the Good 

News of God’s Grace! Acts 20:24, 32! The Holy Spirit dwells in us because of His 

choosing! 

 Whew!! Thanks, Holy Spirit, for making things a lot easier than I thought they 

were! 

 10. The Holy Spirit is the inspiration behind the Scriptures 10. The Holy Spirit is the inspiration behind the Scriptures 10. The Holy Spirit is the inspiration behind the Scriptures 10. The Holy Spirit is the inspiration behind the Scriptures – 2 Peter 1:19-21 , the 

Good News – 1 Peter 1:12, and the Education of the Human Race in Who Jesus is, 

Who the Trinity is, and who we are in the Trinity (See all the scriptures mentioned 

again! Ha-ha!) 

(Continued from page 3) 
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 In conclusion, think on this quote: 

 "Spell this out in capital letters: THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON. He is not enthusi-

asm. He is not courage. He is not energy. He is not the personification of all good qualities, like 

Jack Frost is the personification of cold weather. Actually, the Holy Spirit is not the personification 

of anything...... He has individuality. He is one being and not another. He has will and intelligence. 

He has hearing. He has knowledge and sympathy and ability to love and see and think. He can 

hear, speak, desire, grieve and rejoice. He is a Person."  ----- A. W. Tozer, The Counselor 

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 4) 
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 One of the great things about being a father is that it often gives me glimpses of 

what God must be like.  He is the perfect Father, after all, so on our best dad days, 

we discover that we are acting like Him, however imperfectly. 

 Case in point, a recent fishing trip with my six-year-old.  Josh defines exuberance.  

It is pure joy to behold the pure joy he has for life.  However, sometimes it can be 

difficult to keep up with him as he bounces from activity to activity or from topic to 

topic in conversation.   

 On this particular day, he was especially excited that he and I were fishing to-

gether without his brothers.  One-on-one daddy time tends to be a rare commodity 

in our growing family. 

 Josh chattered away as we drove to the public pond.  Would there be other peo-

ple there?  How many fish would we catch?  Would he finally catch a catfish?  Did I 

remember the worms?  I could hardly get an answer out before he moved on to his 

next question.  He was too excited to listen to the answers, so I eventually remained 

quiet. 

 Once we were there (after a brief side trip to get worms because, no, I hadn’t re-

membered them), he continued the one-sided banter.  “It smells like dead fish.  Who 

will catch the biggest?  Should I jerk the pole now?  What kind of fish is that?”  (It 

was a yellow perch.)  He was too excited to remember I had already told him numer-

ous times when to jerk the pole and what kind of fish that was (it was still a yellow 

perch), so I eventually remained quiet. 

 Finally, he tired of fishing and asked to go on a hike.  The pond is adjacent to 

some public hunting land, so we took our stroll there.  He was fascinated by all the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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shotgun shells left from years’ worth of dove hunts.  “Look!  Here is a black one!  

I’ve never seen a green shotgun shell before!  It must be rare!  How do you think all 

these shells got here?”  No, green shotgun shells aren’t rare.  They come in all sorts 

of colors.  Hunters leave them here.  But he was too excited to pay attention to the 

answers, so I eventually remained quiet. 

 At first, my tendency was to be annoyed with Josh while he chattered away.  Af-

ter all, he wasn’t listening to his dad, the self-appointed fount from whom all wis-

dom flows in my son’s young life.  Had he just paid attention, he would have had all 

his questions answered the first time they were asked, he would have learned some-

thing, and the day would have gone much more smoothly. 

 But my annoyance was wrong.  He wasn’t being disrespectful.  He was simply full 

of the wonder of new experiences and having Daddy all to himself.  Who can blame 

the little guy for not listening?   

 Once I got my perspective straight, I found that simply remaining quiet and lis-

tening to him was the best part of the trip.  I was seeing the world through new eyes 

– eyes that viewed discarded shotgun shells as rare treasures and a tiny yellow perch 

as a trophy.  Best of all, he was excited to be with me.  I wonder how many dads out 

there would give everything they own for such a morning with their sons?  Such a 

morning as I was taking for granted. 

 There have been many times in my life in which God has been silent.  So often, 

my tendency is to think He is mad at me or punishing me or trying to teach me 

some great, cosmic lesson.  I am sure there have been times when these were the 

case.  But I wonder how many times He has been quiet simply because He wanted 

to hear me talk.  He wanted to see the world through my eyes and share my excite-

ment.   

 If I enjoy listening to my child, how much more does He enjoy listening to His?  

More times than not, I think conveying His truth to us isn’t as important to Him as 

letting us know He is listening and enjoying every minute of it.   

 He has the rest of eternity to answer our questions and straighten out our mis-

conceptions.  He has right now to show us how much He loves us.  And sometimes 

He loves us best by remaining quiet. 

~ Steve Webb 
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Ephesians Chapters 1-3  

 What follows is a commentary disguised as a paraphrase, a product of my attempt to read Scrip-

ture in the light of the gospel.  I hope it sparks some fresh exegetical conversations around the Trini-

tarian-Incarnational theology implicit in the biblical text. 

 1) From Paul, sent by Papa to announce Master Jesus.  To those sent by Papa to 

bless Ephesus, those who share in Master Jesus’ faithful knowing of Papa. (2) May 

you be receiving what Jesus and Papa are daily sharing with us—their own life-

together of grace and peace. 

 (3) How wonderful is Master Jesus’ Papa!  In Jesus, we have already ascended to 

the penthouse suite of the cosmos, the captain’s bridge of Spaceship Earth. There we 

are already receiving the extravagant love Papa has for His Son. (4) Even before He 

banged the Big Bang, Papa decided that we would share in His Son’s relationship 

with Him—a face-to-face relationship of whole and unbroken love.  (5) It gave him 

great pleasure to give us our destination—adoption as his children, a share in Master 

Jesus’ sonship, (6) a participation through the Spirit in everything Papa freely lavishes 

upon His beloved Son.   

 (7) Out of the riches of the Triune love, Jesus entered into our death to set us free 

from it, to share with us his own eternal freedom from death and shame. (8) In his 

own brilliant way, (9) Papa has (through Master Jesus) revealed to us His unfathom-

able plan— (10) His plan for everything—all creation from top to bottom, when the 

time is ripe—to be included in Master Jesus’ life with Him! 

 (11) We have now received what Papa promised to Abraham—the honor of being 

the carriers of His blessing to the whole world.  (12) Papa gave this gift to us Jews so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Master Jesus, might participate in the 

glorious Triune life.   

 (13) And as you Gentiles hear and believe the truth (the good news of your inclu-

sion), you receive this inheritance right along with us.  Our life-together bears the 

marks of the Holy Spirit—(14) He who Himself is the presence of the Triune prom-

ise, and the promise of the Triune presence. 

 (15) I have heard of your trust in Master Jesus and your love toward His people. 

(16) I am constantly thanking Papa for you. (17) I pray that you will come to know 

Him more and more through the Spirit’s wisdom and revelation, (18) so that in the 

Spirit you will be able to experience the infinite goodness of our ultimate future, the 

infinite abundance of our inheritance, and (19) the infinite strength that is unleashed 

in those who believe the truth. 

 (20) It is with the Spirit’s strength that Papa resurrected Jesus and brought him up 

to the top-floor corner office, (21) far above every other office, at the top of the cor-

porate ladder, now and forever.  (22) Papa made Him chairman and CEO of the 
(Continued on page 8) 



whole company.  He is the head of our life-together in the Spirit, and (23) we are his 

body; the in-the-flesh presence of the One who is everywhere. 

 (2.1) You were utterly lifeless, totally stuck in un-boundaried ways of living, (2) 

just like the rest of the world, following the world’s all-pervading spirit of darkness. 

(3) We were all once in that same place, just doing what felt good at the time, but 

then getting stuck with the nasty consequences. 

 (4) But Papa, who overflows with kindness, (5) because he loved us even when 

we were dead, resurrected us when he resurrected Jesus.  Union with Jesus is his free 

gift to us!  (6) In Jesus, Papa raised us to heaven and seated us next to him, (7) so 

that we can spend forever experiencing just how far his kindness goes.   

 (8) It is his kindness alone that is making us whole as we come to believe the 

truth about him. Even our believing itself is Jesus’ accomplishment, (9) not ours, so 

we can’t even brag about that. (10) We are what Papa made us in Master Jesus—

agents of goodness, exactly what He always meant for us to be. 

 (11) So remember, Gentiles (you who lack the physical sign of inclusion in God’s 

family, a sign made in flesh by human hands), (12) remember that you used to be in 

the dark about the Master of the universe; you were a foreigner to Israel, his reveal-

ing/reconciling community.  You were ignorant of his promises; you had no real 

hope.  

 (13) But because Master Jesus came into your alienation (even to the point of 

sharing in your death!), you have now come to share in the intimacy of the Spirit’s 

fellowship.  Jesus is the union of God and man, Jew and Gentile. He has demolished 

all obstacles to our harmonious life-together.  

 (15) Since we were unable to love, he came and loved for us, rendering obsolete 

our need for rules that could only approximate love.  He did this to create in Himself 

a new humanity, beyond the divisions of Who-Knows-the-Rules versus Who-

Doesn’t-Know-the-Rules.  (16) By bringing both sides fully into His own relation-

ship with Papa, He ended that silly fight once and for all.  (17) He revealed to both 

sides the free gift of our inclusion in his harmonious life with Papa. (18) Both sides 

are coming in one Spirit to share in Jesus’ knowing of Papa. 

 (19) You Gentiles are not illegal immigrants in Papa’s country; Jews and non-Jews 

together are Papa’s house, (20) built on the one foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Master Jesus Himself as the cornerstone. (21) In Him we grow up 

together into one beautiful temple, the one Triune fellowship enfleshed in the world. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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 (3.1) This is why I Paul am a prisoner for Master Jesus for the sake of you Gen-

tiles. (2) You already know about how Papa sent me to you (3) and revealed the gos-

pel to me.  I have summarized the gospel for you in this letter.  Read it, and you will 

understand the glorious enigma of Jesus.  (4) It used to be that nobody knew about it, 

but the Spirit has now revealed it to his apostles and prophets.  

 (6) Here is the enigma—that what Papa promised to Abraham has been given to 

non-Jews as well as Jews, that we are members of one body in the one Spirit, sharers 

in the one promise of what Master Jesus has attained on behalf of us all. 

 (7) In mind-boggling kindness, Papa gave me the task of serving his powerful mes-

sage. (8) As far as sainthood goes, I am at the bottom of the barrel, but He chose me 

to tell you Gentiles about the inheritance you didn’t even know you had—the bound-

less riches that our Master has stored up on our behalf.  

 (9) He chose me to show everybody the ancient enigma hidden within the very 

being of our Creator, (10) so that all the powers of heaven and earth would witness 

the brilliance of the Triune life incarnated in the life of the church.  

 (11) This is all going according to plan, the eternal plan that Master Jesus has now 

executed. (12) We are face-to-face forever with Papa, and as we come to trust in the 

sonship Master Jesus has attained for us, we grow to live more and more with the 

bold confidence of secure children who know they are loved.  

 (13) So as I suffer on your behalf, I ask Papa to use my sufferings to show you 

how fiercely loved you are. (14) I ask Papa—(15) the patriarch of heaven and earth—

(16) to lavish His strength upon you through His Spirit, (17) and to fill your inner be-

ing with Jesus’ own faith, His own sense of confident assurance as you yourself are 

secured and nourished in the reality of the Triune love.  

 (18) I ask the Spirit to fill you (and all of His people) with His power to see how 

massive this love really is, (19) to comprehend the Master’s incomprehensible love, so 

that you will be filled to overflowing with the infinite Triune aliveness. 

 (20) We have already been given what I’ve asked for. The Spirit (who is powerfully 

at work within us even now) is able to do way more than we are able to even ask or 

imagine.  I pray that in His strength, the church will work with Master Jesus to incar-

nate Papa’s love in the world, forever and ever.  Amen. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Throughout the scripture, but especially in the book of Acts, the apostles speak to 

us about “receiving the Holy Spirit.” We have all been trained and steeped in the idea 

that God is absent from our lives until we do the right thing (believe, obey, stop sin-

ning, etc.). So when we read these words we automatically assume that they are de-

scribing to us an absent God (the Holy Spirit) who at last becomes present in our life 

when we get our act together. 

 Nothing could be farther from the Truth! To understand why this is not correct, 

we have to start with the most fundamental question about the gospel: "Who is Je-

sus?" 

 He is the one in whom all humanity exists (Col. 1:17), in whom all humanity is 

adopted into the Triune Life (Eph 1:5, 2:15), and in whom all humanity is reconciled 

to the Father (Col. 1:20). He lives in inseparable union (perichoresis) with the Holy 

Spirit (John 16:14) and in inseparable union (perichoresis) with humanity. 

 Perichoresis is the fundamental nature of life. It means that the Father lives not 

just with the Son, but in him. Likewise the Son lives in the Father. (John 14:10-11.) 

When the Triune God made humanity in his image, he made us to share in this peri-

choretic life through the Son’s incarnation. The Son lives in human nature - this is the 

gospel (Acts 17:28, John 14:20.) 

 So the gospel tells us that the Son has permanently taken up residence in our hu-

manity and that the Holy Spirit lives in the Son. Therefore the Holy Spirit lives in our 

human nature, his presence being mediated to us by the Son. 

 With a proper of understanding of who Jesus is, we can then go on to define what 

"receive the Spirit" means in the book of Acts. 

 The gospel shows us that it cannot mean that an absent God, the Holy Spirit, sud-

denly becomes present in our lives. If the Holy Spirit were absent from the world we 

would cease to exist. The persons of the Trinity indwell and uphold both one another 

and humanity. 

 In fact, the Greek "lambano", translated "receive" in Acts, means to accept, re-

ceive, or take to one's self. There is nothing about this word in Greek or in English 

that requires that the one being embraced must be absent before he is received. So, 

taking into account what we know about who Jesus is, the imagery must be one of 

embracing and welcoming someone who is already present.  

 In fact, we ought to stop and think about how it is possible to receive, accept, or 

embrace someone who is not present. It’s not possible, is it? In order to embrace and 

receive someone, that person must be present with us. Since we could never have 

gotten ourselves into the Holy Spirit’s presence, the Father has poured him out on all 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Receiving the Holy Spirit . . . (cont.) 

flesh (Joel 2:28) through the incarnation of the Son as the man Jesus Christ. 

 Here's an analogy: 

 My wife is present in my life and we have a relationship. When she comes home 

in the evening from work I can receive her, take her to myself and embrace her. Or, 

I can give her the cold shoulder and ignore her. My response to her does not estab-

lish whether we have a relationship - we do have one; that is already established. My 

response to her dictates what kind of relationship we will have, a close one in which 

she "fills" my life (another word that appears often in Acts) or a distant one in which 

I try to ignore her.  

 She is in my life; now I have to be willing to embrace her. The Holy Spirit is, 

through the Son, in the life of humanity. Now we have to decide the extent to which 

we will embrace, receive him and allow him to fill our lives. But he's not going any-

where, and he's always talking to people everywhere about their identity in the Son 

and asking them to trust him enough to let him fill their lives with the knowledge of 

their identity as children of the Father in Christ. 

 In fact, this is exactly what Luke tells us at the start of the book of Acts. He 

quotes Peter telling the crowd on the day of Pentecost that what was prophesied has 

now been fulfilled: "I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh" (Acts 2:17.) It doesn’t 

say the Spirit is poured out on believing people, or good people, or even the specially 

chosen people. It says he is poured out on all people. 

 This good news about who Jesus is, and therefore about who the Holy Spirit is, 

and therefore about who humanity is in relationship to them and the Father, is the 

best news we could ever hear about our unbelieving friends and relatives. No matter 

what they believe, or how much they don’t believe, they are just like us. They are in-

cluded, adopted, redeemed and have the Holy Spirit living in them. 

 They don’t know any of this about themselves, and that leaves them lost in the 

dark about their real identity as children of the Father. We can take great hope and 

encouragement from the fact that whenever we tell them about their identity in Je-

sus, the same Spirit who inspires us will be speaking to their hearts and souls to tes-

tify that what we are saying about Jesus is true. 

 That’s why we want to be careful to tell the truth about who Jesus is and who 

humanity is. We want our testimony to match what the Holy Spirit is saying. He is 

alive in them, telling them that the Father has adopted them in his Son Jesus Christ. 

When we get the gospel right, we will tell them the same thing, and the results will 

be exciting and life-changing. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

(Continued from page 10) 

Page 11 The Adopted L i fe Volume 3,  I ssue 5 



The Adopted Life 

Publishers: Tim Brassell and Jonathan Stepp 

Editor: John Stonecypher  
 

Though not an official Grace Communion 

International publication, The Adopted Life is 

an extension of the publishers’ GCI pastoral 

ministries and is produced in on-going dialogue 

and community with GCI theologians to be 

expressive of official GCI doctrine and theology. 

Reprinting: You are free to quote from and 

reprint anything in The Adopted Life, please 

just identify us as the source and reference the 

volume, issue, and page numbers of the material. 

Share your Good News of  Adoption! 
 

The Adopted Life welcomes your 

submission of  articles, reviews, 

testimonies and ministry tips. 

Simply email us with your work. 

Since this is Tim and Jonathan’s 

personal ministry they reserve 

the right to accept material based 

on their personal convictions and 

vision for sharing the Good 

News of  our Adopted Life in 

Christ. 

Page 12 The Adopted L i fe Volume 3,  I ssue 5 

www.theadoptedlife.org 

theadoptedlife@gmail.com 

Trinity and Humanity, Together 

 We’re sometimes asked “Are you sure the adoption of humanity is the gospel? 

I’ve never heard it before.” In this light we find it helpful to look at the writings of 

other Christians who have expressed the gospel clearly.  

 In The Crucifixion of Ministry Andrew Purves makes this comment about the Fa-

ther’s sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost: 

 Because we, men and women, are in Christ Jesus, sharing in his life and be-

longing to God just as his Son Jesus belongs to God, sharing therefore in his 

Sonship, God sent again. This is a second sending. “God has sent the Spirit of his 

Son into our hearts, crying ‘Abba, Father!’” (Galatians 4:6). We can cry out the 

holy name of God. We are no longer slaves but members of God’s family, calling 

on God by his name. Now we have a Father in heaven. John Calvin said of this 

that it is not what persons themselves believe in the foolishness of the flesh but 

what God declares in their hearts.  

 Notice it is God who cries out to God! God sent his Spirit so when we cry out 

“Abba! Dear Father!” it is God crying out to God through the instrumentality of 

our vocal chords. It is God naming God within the spiritual incapacity of our hu-

manity. We can’t even be trusted to speak the name of God, so God does it for 

us. ~ The Crucifixion of Ministry, pp. 115-116. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarstiy 

Press, 2007. (Emphasis is his). 

Andrew Purves on the Sending of  the Spirit 


