
 For much of my life, I twisted the doctrine of Christ’s Coming into the myth 

of Christ’s Absence.  I ended up building my whole life around the Myth of the 

God Who Isn’t Here Yet.  And it is shocking how much it has messed me up. 

 The dark power of this myth is that it provides an easy (but false) answer to the 

pain in my human experience:  Why am I miserable?  Simple:  “I am miserable 

because God isn’t here.  God left because I’m bad.  So now God lets bad people 

hurt me.  But someday God will come back and stop them.  On that day when 

God stops the cause of my misery, I will stop feeling miserable.” 

 This mythology is attractive to me because it reinforces my neurotic worldview 

of Victimhood:  “I am a victim.  Someone Else is the cause of my misery.  And 

someday in the future, Someone Else will be the solution.  In the meantime, my 

problems (and the problems of the world) are unfixable.  There is no reason for 

me to even attempt the painful work of self-discovery, honesty, vulnerability, and 

reconciliation.  But everything will be okay when Christ returns.  Someone Else 

broke me, and someday, Someone Else will fix me. Easy.” 

 The Gospel judges me by challenging this mythology.  If Immanuel is real, if God is truly with me, then why 

am I still miserable?  If Christ is truly present in the world, then why hasn’t he fixed my sadness?  If Saint Paul is 

telling the truth when he says that that I already live everyday in the lavish embrace of Father, receiving every spiri-

tual blessing at His right hand, then why do I feel abandoned and deprived? 

 Could it be that my feelings of abandonment and deprivation are just my natural emotional responses to lies I 

have chosen to believe?  Could it be that God has already given me what I need for a life of love, joy, and peace?   

 The Gospel gives me the unwelcome news that I am miserable because I am blind, and that I am blind because 

I refuse to see.  That as I live and move and have my being in the incarnate Christ who has included me in his life 

forever, I am free to believe lies and experience the results of distorted thinking. That my Father is already with me 

forever, patiently (and painfully) allowing me to learn from my own mistakes, slowly chipping away at the lies that 

have encrusted my soul.  That Jesus (even when he appears in glory) will NEVER violate my personhood by forc-

ing me to see reality and feel happy about it.   

 Advent is not about how Christ will someday decide to cause my happiness by changing his location.  His loca-
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tion is just fine.  He is at the Father’s right hand, and I am right there with him.  He 

is already in me, unleashing his wrath upon the darkness within me and around me. 

 As the Spirit teaches me to believe this good news, He sets me free to join the 

incarnate Christ in FACING reality instead of escaping from it. It is in facing reality 

that I face my Father. And under my Father’s gaze of relentless affection, his Spirit is 

patiently teaching me to put down my defenses of blaming, self-justification and de-

nial.  And as His face shines upon me and is gracious to me, the Triune Life truly 

does COME to me.  The incarnate Son’s love/joy/peace HAS COME into the 

world, and the whole world WILL COME to know Him. “The glory of the LORD 

shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 

spoken.” (Isaiah 40:5) 

 Christ is come. Come, Lord Jesus. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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An Advent Meditation 

 I feel like a victim, so I say “I'm depressed because nothing is going right and 

that’s just how it is.” The truth is that I am in Jesus and Jesus is in me. As I live and 

breathe and have my being in Jesus my true identity is not “depressed loser” my true 

identity is “beloved child of the Father.”  

 That true identity is both known to me and “hidden” from me. It is known to me 

because Jesus shares with me the knowledge of what “right” is and that is why I 

know that life at this moment isn't right. Jesus is living in me and sharing with me 

the rightness of his human relationship with his Father, the Spirit, humanity and 

creation. My true identity is “hidden” from me because, in my distinction, I can con-

tinue to believe a lie about who I am.  

 But because Jesus is my real identity I can count on the fact that he is sharing 

with me his ability to respond to life. I can even count on the fact that over time 

(and maybe through much painful wrestling because Jesus is not going away), Jesus 

will help me to share in his life even more.  Because he is sharing himself with me, I 

am now freed from victimhood in his freedom from victimhood. 

 Because of Christ in me, the hope of glory, it is now possible for me to say “Life 

is not going well right now, but I choose not be depressed because my Dad in 

heaven loves me and will never leave me.” 

~ Jonathan Stepp and Tim Brassell 
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 …was the Father, Son and Spirit’s decision to Elect, or choose, you to be in-

cluded in His Relationship forever in Jesus!  

 In Jesus, you and every other person you know, including John McCain and 

Barack Obama, have been elected to be at the highest place of honor and privilege 

forever! And in fact, all of humanity is seated, truly and mysteriously, in that relation-

ship of privilege right now, in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:4-6)! 

 That is who you are. That is who the members of all political parties are. That is 

who the presidential candidates in this year’s election in the U.S. REALLY are, too! 

That is the reason why no matter which candidate gets elected as President of the 

United States, and no matter how much more difficult our economic times may get, 

we all have a reason for REAL hope! 

 It is this kind of fundamental thinking, flowing directly out of the Mind of Christ, 

that should be guiding the thoughts of those who say they believe in Jesus, the Son 

of God, no matter who they decide to vote for. In other words, come hell or high 

water—or greater peace and prosperity—with the next President, in the end, all of 

humanity is selected and elected to BE at God’s Right Hand! In fact, the sooner we 

come to embrace that Truth, the more we can experience and BE that right now! 

Talk about a great political agenda and solution to the world’s problems! 

 Now, don’t get me wrong here! I am not suggesting some spiritualized view of 

choosing a candidate that says “It doesn’t matter who you vote for because it is all in 

God’s hands!” It DOES matter who you vote for and we DO get to share in Jesus’ 

actual humanity, IN OUR DARKNESS, right here on earth! Part of the importance 

of realizing that the Son of God has become flesh is to know that He shares His Life 

with us regardless of our condition.  No matter how tainted we are by unbelief, our 

inclusion in God’s Life is NOW!  

 However, my point is that no matter how great and researched your vote for a 

certain person may be, you are still so filled with sin, and the candidates so filled with 

sin, that you wouldn’t want to trust any of those persons!! Yikes!! 

 Tying the thoughts of the last two paragraphs together, what I believe that Jesus 

(The GospelThe GospelThe GospelThe Gospel and Good News in His own Personand Good News in His own Personand Good News in His own Personand Good News in His own Person!) is saying to us can be noted in the 

variety of things that the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to talk about within 

the context of our election as God’s Children in Romans Chapter 8 .Romans Chapter 8 .Romans Chapter 8 .Romans Chapter 8 .    

 In order to clarify what I am trying to communicate I will compare our typical 

voting practices for the President of the United States with how Jesus addresses us 

right in the middle of those practices. 

 First, we listen to the candidates on television debates, read the paper, search the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Internet, or talk with friends more informed about the political process. Even after 

thorough and diligent research we sometimes still find ourselves very confused on 

the issues, and that doesn’t even include the “mother-in-law” research that gets 

thrown in!  

 Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us in all of this doubt, worry and Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us in all of this doubt, worry and Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us in all of this doubt, worry and Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us in all of this doubt, worry and 

pain:pain:pain:pain:    

God's Spirit beckons. There are things to do and places to go! 15 This resurrection 

life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It's adventurously 

expectant, greeting God with a childlike "What's next, Papa?" … 17b…We go 

through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with 

him, then we're certainly going to go through the good times with him! 18 That's 

why I don't think there's any comparison between the present hard times and the 

coming good times. 19 The created world itself can hardly wait for what's coming 

next. 20 Everything in creation is being more or less held back. God reins it in 
21 until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be released at the 

same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, the joyful anticipation 

deepens. 22 All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of 

pain throughout the world are simply birth pangs. But it's not only around us; it's 

within us. The Spirit of God is arousing us within. We're also feeling the birth 

pangs. 23 These sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance. 
24 That is why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a 

pregnant mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don't see what is 

enlarging us. 25 But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful 

our expectancy. (Romans 8:14-25, Message Bible) 

 Doing our best, we participate in the research and election process by praying. 

We pray for wisdom in thinking through the issues. We pray about choosing a candi-

date who would be best for our times. We then pray and actually vote for a specific 

candidate we believe is the best answer to our prayers. This is the best we can do in 

our darkness and it is a good thing to do. Even so, we can still find ourselves fretting 

even after praying, but this is all part of our current share in the life Jesus shares with 

His Father in the Spirit. 

    Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us regarding all of our prayer and Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us regarding all of our prayer and Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us regarding all of our prayer and Encouragingly, here is how the Spirit educates us regarding all of our prayer and 

detailed research: detailed research: detailed research: detailed research:     

26 Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, God's Spirit is right along-

side helping us along. If we don't know how or what to pray, it doesn't matter. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our 

aching groans. 27 He knows us far better than we know ourselves, knows our preg-

nant condition, and keeps us present before God. 28 That's why we can be so sure 

that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into something good 

(Romans 8:26-28, Message Bible). 

 Finally, we get the President of our choice OR the other one, and soon enough, 

this President is doing some of what they promised to do and a whole lot of what 

they promised not to do!  

 We then have a choice. We can start complaining about how bad the political 

process is. We can get stressed with the disappointment we feel. We can fuss about 

how we are going to switch parties next voting time or not vote at all. Worst of all, we 

can find ourselves humiliated and persecuted by the people who poke fun at us for 

“being smart” and voting for the current President who is not doing well at all, and 

hear their taunting, “I told you so! You should have listened to me, ‘Mrs. Research!’”  

 Encouragingly, here is what the Spirit speaks to us in the Father, Son and Spirit’s Encouragingly, here is what the Spirit speaks to us in the Father, Son and Spirit’s Encouragingly, here is what the Spirit speaks to us in the Father, Son and Spirit’s Encouragingly, here is what the Spirit speaks to us in the Father, Son and Spirit’s 

choosing and Electing of all of humanity, in Jesus (even as evil forces of spoiled choosing and Electing of all of humanity, in Jesus (even as evil forces of spoiled choosing and Electing of all of humanity, in Jesus (even as evil forces of spoiled choosing and Electing of all of humanity, in Jesus (even as evil forces of spoiled 

goodness go to work trying to discourage us in a spirit of exclusion):goodness go to work trying to discourage us in a spirit of exclusion):goodness go to work trying to discourage us in a spirit of exclusion):goodness go to work trying to discourage us in a spirit of exclusion): 

16 God's Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who 

he is, and we know who we are: Father and children.  17a And we know we are go-

ing to get what's coming to us - an unbelievable inheritance! … 29 God knew what 

he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the 

lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son 

stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended 

shape of our lives there in him. 30 After God made that decision of what his chil-

dren should be like, he followed it up by calling people by name. After he called 

them by name, he set them on a solid basis with himself. And then, after getting 

them established, he stayed with them to the end, gloriously completing what he 

had begun. 31 So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we 

lose? 32 If God didn't hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our 

condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there any-

thing else he wouldn't gladly and freely do for us? 33 And who would dare tangle 

with God by messing with one of God's chosen? 34 Who would dare even to point 

a finger? The One who died for us - who was raised to life for us! - is in the pres-

ence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. 35 Do you think anyone is go-

ing to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no 

way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not 
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bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: 
36 They kill us in cold blood because they hate you. We're sitting ducks; they pick 

us off one by one. 37 None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. 38 I'm abso-

lutely convinced that nothing - nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today 

or tomorrow, 39 high or low, thinkable or unthinkable - absolutely nothing can get 

between us and God's love because of the way that Jesus our Master has em-

braced us. (Romans 8:16-17a, 29-39, Message Bible). 

 Finally, this word Election, or “eklektos” in the Greek, literally means what you 

can sense that it means: “select, chosen and elect”, or by implication “favorite”! Yes! 

- the most important Being and Relationship in the Universe has chosen to lavish 

His favor on, and elect, every human being in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:1-12!), in-

cluding all people on all sides of a presidential campaign. 

 We REALLY ARE right in the center of the most important election ever; Our 

Divine Election into the forever self-giving and marvelously mind-boggling love and 

blessed Family of the Father, Son and Spirit! 

 May that Election always get our most enthusiastic vote as we believer’s campaign 

in Christ till the whole world is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 

cover the seas!!! 

~ Tim Brassell 

(Continued from page 5) 
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A Season of  Change 

 Outside, the autumn wind is blowing.  The neighbor kids have gotten home from 

school, and I hear their delighted shrieks while they chase each other through their 

yard.  As I step on to the back porch, the crisp air swirls around me.  I breathe 

deeply of its freshness and for a brief moment, I feel a tug, a longing, to be some-

where else.  To do something different.  To explore unknown places.  I feel like the 

real me is somewhere out there, waiting to be discovered in the blazing leaves and 

golden, ripening fields. 

 Autumn has always done this to me.  As a young boy in rural North Carolina it 

drove me to spend hours wandering among the color-soaked woods near my house, 

dreaming of adventures and days to come.  In college, I would lock myself in my 

dorm, open the windows, and stare out at the changing foliage.  I would revel in the 

cool breeze that would engulf me, gladly exchanging the shivers of excitement and 

wonder they brought for the studying I was supposed to be doing.  To this day, I 

(Continued on page 7) 



love to roll down the windows when I drive during autumn, wistfully daydreaming of 

something I can’t quite grasp.  A hope for the future that is just beyond my reach.  A 

vision of tomorrow that is barely out of sight.  For some reason, the autumn air 

makes me yearn for something for which I know I was created, but have yet to attain. 

 Perhaps autumn does this for you as well.  Or, perhaps this yearning is unleashed 

in you by other things.  Regardless of the key that unlocks it in each of us, this long-

ing for the change of tomorrow is woven into the fabric of our being.  We see it all 

around us as we strive to be somebody, even if it means being somebody we are not.  

We build personal empires and monuments to prove our significance, knowing in our 

hearts that these empires and monuments do nothing to satisfy the voice that rever-

berates inside us that we are created for something much more meaningful and last-

ing:  Eternity. 

 It is no accident that we are here.  It is no accident that we strive and yearn for 

meaning and cry out when we do not find it.  Indeed, we can not find the meaning of 

our lives, for He has already found us. 

 Though the Father has made each of us different, we are all the same in that He 

created us to know us, love us, and LIKE us.  That is what gives our lives signifi-

cance.  It gives us our purpose, and spurs us on to grasp something beyond our reach 

and have vision beyond that which we see.  In our hearts He has placed eternity.  To 

know Him, love Him, and like Him is where we find fulfillment.  It is the only place 

in which we can truly have peace, for in his Son Jesus we live, move, and have our 

being. 

 How great is our sorrow when we turn our backs on this singular truth of our be-

ing!  To walk away, whether knowingly or unknowingly, from our purpose is to deny 

ourselves our only sense of joy and satisfaction.  It is to stumble around in darkness, 

crying out for the Light.  And yet, even as we stumble, fall, and curse Him, He is 

there with a still, small voice telling us, “I created you for more than this.  Won’t you 

trust Me?” 

 Year after year, God the Father, Son, and Spirit reminds me of this as I feel the 

wanderlust of autumn.  What my heart feels as yearning is really the Holy Spirit’s 

whisper in my soul that I am loved and liked, that He knows me and knows my great-

est desires.  He tells me that there is more beyond that which I see, hear, and feel.   

 For this I was created.  For this He has given me my season of change. 

~ Steve Webb 

(Continued from page 6) 
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 With this issue we begin a series of commentaries covering the lectionary texts 

for each season of the Christian year from Advent through Trinity Sunday of 2009.  

 Each month’s issue will contain commentary on the next month’s texts. So, in 

this issue we cover Christ the King Sunday and the upcoming December season of 

Advent. The December 4 issue will cover the December season of Christmas  and 

the January season of Epiphany. We pray you will find them useful in your own life 

and in your ministry of the gospel to others. 

Christ the King Sunday Christ the King Sunday Christ the King Sunday Christ the King Sunday –––– November 23 November 23 November 23 November 23    

Eze. 34:11-16, 20-24 - Ps. 100 - Ps. 95:1-7a - Eph. 1:15-23 - Matt. 25:31-46 

 The gospel is that through the work of humanity’s King, all people have been in-

cluded in the Triune Life, the eternal dynamic of love shared between Father, Son 

and Spirit.  All people (and indeed, all creation) can forever truthfully say “It is [the 

LORD] that made us, and we are his people…and the sheep of his hand” (Ps 100.3; 

95.3,7).  Christ our King has come.  And as he now sits on his throne of glory at Fa-

ther’s right hand (Matt 25.32; Eph 1.20), we live there with Him, receiving every 

spiritual blessing in heavenly places (Eph 1.3).  One of these blessings is judgment/

justice (Ezek 34.16; Mt 25.32). This particular blessing hurts, but we count it all joy 

because such discipline is proof that we are indeed beloved sons and daughters of 

Father (Heb 12.5-9). We are judged to be 1). Beloved children of Father, and 2). Liv-

ing out-of-sync with this reality.  This incongruity hurts like hell. Human life hap-

pens within the eternal Flow of Triune Love, but it is possible to live in denial and 

try to act counter to Love (Mt 25.42-43).  Like how a NASCAR driver is free to 

drive sideways.  It’s possible, just not necessarily wise.  You are always free to “drive 

sideways” (forever, if that’s what you want), but as long as you do, the Flow of love 

will continue to sideswipe you and cause you pain (Mt 25.41,46).  But this “discipline 

of the ages” (usually translated “eternal punishment”) has a fatherly purpose—the 

hope that the lesson will eventually be learned: Go with the Flow. 

 The hope is that you will learn from the “Spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 

come to know Him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know 

what is the hope to which he has called you” (Eph 1.17-18). 

First Sunday in Advent First Sunday in Advent First Sunday in Advent First Sunday in Advent –––– November 30 November 30 November 30 November 30    

Isa. 64.1-9 - Ps. 80.1-7, 17-19 - 1 Cor. 1.3-9 - Mark 13.24-37 

 In the Advent season, we join with God’s people across the ages to “wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 1.7).   His presence already fills every 

nook and cranny of the cosmos.  And as knowledge of this truth fills the earth, the 

earth finds renewal.  During Advent, we who know the truth celebrate this renewal 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Advent Commentaries . . . (cont.) 

which we are already experiencing.  We confess with Isaiah the truth that “You are 

our Father…we are all your people” (Isa 64.8-9), and that our hope comes from 

Yahweh revealing to us his face, his name (64.2,7).  With the Psalmist we cry “Let 

your face shine, that we may be saved” (Ps 80.3, 7, 19).  With Paul and the Corin-

thian church we rejoice that Yahweh’s face has begun to shine upon us in the man 

Jesus.  And what we see in this face is not condemnation and rejection, but “grace 

and peace” (1 Cor 1.3).  “In every way [we] have been enriched in him,” and as he 

comes he fills us with his knowledge, strength and beauty (1.5-8).   

 But his coming also hurts. The flammable parts of our souls do not enjoy the 

coming of the Consuming Fire.  Jesus comforts his Hebrew listeners even as he 

warns them of God’s soon-coming judgment on their nation (Mk 13.24-30).  When 

we, like they, find our beloved idols being vaporized by the Consuming Fire, we can 

take comfort in knowing that the fire is an expression of God’s unshakeable deter-

mination to destroy the darkness that inhibits our enjoyment of our life with him 

(13.31).  

Second Sunday in Advent Second Sunday in Advent Second Sunday in Advent Second Sunday in Advent –––– December 7 December 7 December 7 December 7    

Isa. 40.1-11 - Ps. 85.1-2, 8-13 - 2 Peter 3.18-15a - Mark 1.1-8 

 Christ’s Advent (Coming/Arrival/Presence) is the fiery truth of the Triune Life 

finding expression in the world’s flesh.  His coming/presence “discloses [tells the 

truth about] the earth and everything  that is done on it” (2 Pet 3.10).   The Truth 

incinerates our delusional visions of Life-Independent-From-God (3.10-12).  “The 

heavens will pass away…and the elements will be dissolved with fire” (3.10).  “The 

grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever” (Isa 

40.8).  What is this eternal word that will outlast all things?  The word is 

“COMFORT” (Isa 40.1) and “PEACE” (Ps 85.8).  The herald cries “Here is your 

God!” (Isa 40.9), and forgiveness floods the earth (Ps 85.1-2; Isa 40.2).   

 This flood baptizes our vision in a total re-thinking (repenting) of everything we 

thought we knew about God and about ourselves (Mk 1.4-5).  All people are called 

to experience the wholeness (salvation) of the Triune Life that has been freely given 

to us (Ps 85.9). With Isaiah we embrace the prophetic hope that as the LORD re-

veals his glorious presence, “all people shall see it together” (Isa 40.5).  This is, in 

fact, the Lord’s own hope—“not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repen-

tance” (2 Pet 3.9), for every eye to behold Him as He truly is.  We share in God’s 

hope, not because we are optimists, but because Christ—“the highway of Yah-

weh” (Isa 40.3-4; Mk 1.3)—has come. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Third Sunday in Advent Third Sunday in Advent Third Sunday in Advent Third Sunday in Advent –––– December 14 December 14 December 14 December 14    

Isa. 61:1-4, 8-11 - Ps. 126 - Lk. 1:47-55 - I Thess. 5:16-24 - John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 When we look to the Coming (Advent) of Christ, we are looking to the Day of 

liberation and healing (Isa 61.1), mercy and abundance (Lk 1.53-54). We look for the 

Light to come and wreak vengeance upon the darkness that enslaves (Jn 1.17; Isa 

61.2).  We look for Truth to come and dismantle the systems of deception and op-

pression that rule our world (Lk 1.51-53).  We look to the Day of the LORD to 

come and heal ruined cities and ruined people, clothing their brokenness with new 

garments of wholeness/holiness/salvation (Isa 61.4,10).   

 The gospel of Jesus is that this Day has arrived, that He Himself is the fulfillment 

of this hope. We now rejoice without ceasing, because “the LORD [has] restored the 

fortunes of Zion” (1 Thes 5.16; Ps 126).  And as we believe the light (Jn 1.7) and live 

in truth (1 Thes 5.19-22), we experience the sovereign power of the Truth to sanctify 

us entirely, to keep us whole and unbroken at his coming (5.23), and to “cause right-

eousness and praise to spring up before all the nations” (Isa 61.11).  “The one who 

calls you is faithful, and he will do this” (1 Thes 5.24). 

Fourth Sunday in Advent Fourth Sunday in Advent Fourth Sunday in Advent Fourth Sunday in Advent –––– December 21 December 21 December 21 December 21    

2 Sam. 7:1-11, 16 - Lk. 1:47-55 - Ps. 89:1-4, 19-26 - Rom. 16:25-27 - Lk. 1:26-38 

 The angel Gabriel speaks the good news to Mary and to each of us: “Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you” (Lk 1.28). And along with Mary, we find this 

greeting perplexing. Because certainly there must be more to it than that. Surely, it 

couldn’t be that easy! Like David, we are so often fixated on building a house (or 

doing some other impressive thing) for God (2 Sam 7.1). But to David and to us, 

God replies with a chuckle: Step back, Jack, and watch ME build YOU a house! (7.16). 

And indeed, Father has now built us a house—the house called Immanuel, God with 

us. The house is as durable and strong as the Father’s faithfulness to Jesus, Son of 

God, Son of David: “My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him…I will set 

his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. He shall cry out to me, ‘You are 

my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!” (Ps 89.24-26). 

 This is the true mystery of the ages, and it has now been revealed (Rom 16.26).  

In the Advent season we wait on the great thing God has done, is doing, and will do.  

We stand on tiptoe to receive ever-new eyes with which to understand what has hap-

pened.  We hear the lips of angels say: “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you,” and we respond with the only reasonable response there is: “Let it be with me 

according to your word” (Lk 1.38). 

~ John Stonecypher 

(Continued from page 9) 

Advent Commentaries . . . (cont.) 
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 “Hey kids, so you want to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ, do ya?”  Well here 

goes! 

 Your and my heavenly Father decided a long time ago that He wanted to add 

children to His life.  He had always lived as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Holy 

Trinity.  His life was so wonderful that He decided to share that life with offspring 

so He decided to make children and give them life inside His unending life.  He 

made the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, and wanted them to begin a human 

family that would have in time millions and millions of offspring for God to call His 

children. 

 Adam and Eve did not do what God asked them to do and brought misery and 

suffering and death on themselves and all of their children. But God had a really 

great solution to this problem. He sent His only begotten son, Jesus Christ, to 

“undo” what Adam did.  Jesus would take all of the blame and sins of everybody on 

Himself and clear the name of all human beings so they could live with Him and the 

Father forever.  Jesus bought and paid for the entire creation with His blood—His 

life.  Now Jesus just wants everyone to know He loves them and did this for them 

and even lives His very life INSIDE of everybody on the earth.  We are all His off-

spring, His children.   

 So what God decided to do in the very beginning, Jesus made happen through 

His life, death, resurrection, and ascension back to the Father.  He brought all of us 

to sit in the place of honor next to Him at His Father’s side in heaven. 

 Our heavenly Father is such a great Dad, that He thought up every possible good 

gift and good blessing He could and gave them all to all of us in Jesus.   And the 

Holy Spirit helps us to know our Father and have fun with Him and enjoy our life 

with Him forever—now, and then also after we die and get resurrected.   

 What I am telling you here is what our Father and Jesus Christ want everyone to 

know.  Once they know it they can believe it and then behave and live a full 

life.  This is called the Gospel, or the Good News God wants all to know. 

 There is much evil and bad going on in the world today because it’s hard for us to 

believe that God is so good. And when we’re afraid and sad, we do all kinds of bad 

things.  But all of that is changing. The time is coming when we will all know how 

wonderful God is, and everything we do will be good and fun and healthy and right-

eous and pure and lovely and happy.  Because that’s what life is like for people who 

believe that God really loves us and that Jesus has saved us from everything bad.  So 

BELIEVE it.  Jesus has made it all so.  His love for all of us is that big.   

 Jesus is True.  You are the child He always wanted.  Believe it. 

~ Paul Kurts 

The Gospel for Children 
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 We’re sometimes asked “Are you sure the adoption of humanity is the gospel? 

I’ve never heard it before.” In this light we find it helpful to look at the writings of 

other Christians who have expressed the gospel clearly.  

 Andrew Purves has this to say about the universal nature of the incarnation: 

Let us reflect briefly on the incarnation, the becoming carnal of God. The in-

carnation is the downward movement of God by which God as one par-

ticular man enters history by becoming part of God’s own creation but 

without ceasing to be God. It is the event in which faith associates the eter-

nal God with a contingent fact of history and attributes a saving signifi-

cance to it. It is summed up in one staggering sentence from John’s Gos-

pel: “The Word became flesh” (John 1:14). God saves in a human way pre-

cisely as this man Jesus. Here is the truly amazing claim of Christian faith. 

We must not back away one bit from its particularity and universality. . . 

This salvation penetrates to the depths of the human condition. The atone-

ment is not an external work of God upon us which leaves our humanity 

untouched, but an act of God personally from within the depth of our hu-

manity and on our behalf. ~ The Crucifixion of Ministry, pp. 60-61. Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarstiy Press, 2007. 

Andrew Purves on the Incarnation 
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