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 The Church’s upcoming celebration of Advent will be a preparation for the 

coming of Jesus - both his first and second coming. That is what “advent” means 

in Latin—“coming.” 

 Here’s a question, though: Since the Son of God was destined to come into the 

world as the man Jesus Christ, in order to accomplish the Father’s plan to adopt 

humanity (Eph. 1:5), where and how did his advent have to take place? If the Son 

had become flesh as the man Cain, born of Eve, would Adam and Eve had been 

able to recognize him and receive him? If he had born as the man Hayani in an-

cient Assyria would the world have been prepared to accept him? 

 What the story of Israel makes clear to us is that a place had to be prepared for 

the Advent of the Son. He could not come in the first generation of humanity, we 

were not yet ready. Nor could he come in some pagan culture cut off from a 

knowledge of the Triune God’s revelation to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. All that 

Israel learned, experienced, and rebelled against from Abraham to the Virgin Mary 

was part of the Father’s plan to form a people and place for the Son’s Advent.  

 Israel herself was prepared to be the womb of the Son’s incarnation (as T. F. 

Torrance says). All that Israel experienced was, in a sense, designed to produce the 

Virgin Mary who could participate in the Son’s faith in the Father in such a way as to undo the sinful choice of the 

first Virgin, Eve. This isn’t to say that the lives of all other Israelites before and since were meaningless, it simply 

tells us that the meaning of their lives—whether it be Abraham, David, or Esther—can only be properly under-

stood in the light of the life of the true Son of Israel, Jesus, and of the human nature given to him in the womb of 

Mary, the one whose existence was the ultimate goal of all of Israel’s history. 

 You might want to think of that the next time you’re suffering. Like Israel, and Mary herself, we only see the 

future in the most general terms. We know the Son will come again. We know that the New Israel of Jew and 

Gentile is participating with him in his work to prepare the world for his Second Advent. But also, like Israel, we 

cannot always understand how what we are going through now is leading up to the Lord’s Advent.  

 Like ancient Israel we may often cry out “How long, O Lord?” (Psalm 6:3). And the Father’s answer to us 

through Jesus, in the Spirit, is “Yes, I am coming soon” (Rev. 22:20). 

 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 



 It seems that this is the primary emphasis I am receiving in the gospel of late! In 

my Trinitarian Youth Class, whether it be Dr. Andrew Root’s book Revisiting Rela-

tional Youth Ministry, or Dietrich Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship, the message is 

the same: “I, the Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit have come to be with you 

where you are, and We’re not going anywhere!” 

 The point of this is simple but profound. Not only has God become human in 

Jesus, and not only is He still human in glorified humanity, BUT He has come to be 

with us where and as we really are, and He’s not going anywhere, whether or not we 

accept or reject Him! Now that’s taking Advent (the coming of Jesus) seriously! 

 I am certain that most of our readers already have some sense of this, but the 

new sense in which we can be educated in the coming of Jesus is to know that He 

wasn’t primarily coming to influence us or to “do his thing” on us! In other words, 

Jesus didn’t come to have a relationship with us toward some other end than the re-

lationship!  

 Now don’t get me wrong, He certainly transformed us in his Life, Death, Resur-

rection and Ascension, so that in our resurrection, we will share in the forever kind 

of glorified existence He has in His body. But that doesn’t necessarily mean we’re 

going to like it (hence all of the scriptures that speak of people potentially rejecting 

Christ even after He returns to earth in Glory!) 

 In Jesus, God is like us (or we’re like Him—however you want to see that), but 

there is still another sense in which we are wholly unlike God and forever will be. 

One sense in which we are unlike Him apart from Him sharing Himself with us is 

that we “love” conditionally. For example, I was once was assigned to speak to and 

relate with high school youth at a festival in Myrtle Beach. Talk about ROUGH! 

They were unruly, inattentive, talkative, and just plain into their own world, and 

speaking to them was more than a little frustrating! I pretty much swore off ever do-

ing that again. In God’s grace, I haven’t stopped loving and working with youth, 

even unruly ones, BUT I sure have wanted to and have backed off some. 

 The difference between what I did and Who and what God does is VAST, to say 

the least! In the light of understanding God the Trinity to be permanently with us in 

Jesus at His coming—and His never going away—I see that one reason I was unable 

to hang in there with the young people is that that is not the kind of Gospel I had or 

understood at the time! I had a Gospel that was: 

I am with you to turn you to Jesus (do my thing on you), and if you don’t let me or you cause me 

any suffering whatsoever, I’m outta here! I am only with you relationally to get you to some third 

thing, Jesus, and will only be with you if do that. Relationship isn’t the main thing, but only a 

tool in my arsenal to get you to the real thing. And when you get there, I want you to go and use 
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others in the same way so they can be manipulated in this technique and get notches on their 

spiritual belt, too, and do the same to others, ad nauseam! 

 Obviously I didn’t REALLY say and think about it that way or in those terms, 

but in looking back on that experience through the Revelation of the Triune God in 

Jesus, that is pretty much what I was saying and thinking! I am so thankful that God 

the Trinity—through Bonhoeffer, Root, Ted Johnston and Greg Williams—is help-

ing me to see and be differently, in Jesus' seeing and being.  

 And the Truth (Jesus!) is so much better than the unreality I was promoting. Bon-

hoeffer and Root call it “Place-sharing,” and it is the truth that God, in Jesus, reveals 

that this Relationship, PERIOD, is the concrete place of God’s Presence. Jesus (with 

His Father and the Holy Spirit) doesn’t use relationship with us to accomplish some 

other thing or push some other agenda, but comes to us simply to share Himself 

with us and relate with us as we really are (in the Light or in the darkness!) Wow! 

 And that helps me explain why one of my very favorite songs in the whole world 

is “Loving You” by Xavier O’ Connor. You can view it on YouTube here:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dy2tZGwgGA8 

 And I think it most fitting to conclude with the lyrics from that song, ‘cause 

nothing says it like a song, sometimes: 

 

Lovin’ You 

 By Xavier O’ Connor 

 

 

It’s easy for you to say that you’re in love with somebody 

It’s easy for you when they love you too 

It’s easy for you to say how much you care for somebody 

It’s easy for you when they care for you 

Oh, but imagine if You were only made to love one somebody 

And they never even knew that You were there 

What would you settle for? A one way love, or would you turn and walk away? 

No, not Me, I would still have to show that I cared 

(Continued from page 2) 
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“Lovin’ You” from the  

album Oakwood University: 

The Experience  



Chorus: 

Because Lovin’ You isn’t just a hobby of mine 

Lovin’ you isn’t just a way to past the time 

Lovin’ you isn’t just one of the many things that I can do 

Lovin’ you is Who I Am 

 

What can I do to prove to you that My love’s forever 

What more can I say just to show that I’m for real 

What is there to lose if you would take me up on my offer 

And why don’t you choose to remember Calvary’s Hill 

 

Because all that I‘ve done for you, I would do again,  

Even if it would mean that you didn’t change your mind when I got through 

I guess I’m stuck on you in spite of all you’ve done in the past 

I don’t care, I just know that I love you 

And I gotta have Me some you 

 

Chorus: 

Lovin’ you isn’t just a hobby of Mine 

Lovin’ you isn’t just a way to past the time 

Lovin’ you isn’t just one of the many things that I can do 

Lovin’ you is Who I Am 

 

Bridge: 

I have a love that won’t change with the seasons 

And My love don’t fade with the wind 

My love won’t measure the pros and the cons  

Before risking to love you again 

(Continued from page 3) 
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I have a love that don’t mind being broken 

As long as I’m broken by you, only you 

And My love don’t measure that you only call when you need Me 

‘Cause my love is true 

 

Chorus: 

Lovin’ you isn’t just a hobby of Mine 

Lovin’ you isn’t just a way to past the time 

Lovin’ you isn’t just one of the many things that I can do 

Lovin’ you is Who I Am 

Lovin’ you is Who I Am 

 

 Advent—the PERMANENT coming of the Lord—how sweet the sound! 

~ Timothy Brassell 
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The Light that Shines in the Darkness 

 The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit have enjoyed incredible unity, harmony 

and peace across past eternity. Life in the Trinity has been a life filled with love and 

joy. The Great Triune God was filled with joy as the universe came into being and as 

humanity was created upon the earth. Humanity was destined to partake in such a 

joyful life. After Adam’s sin brought death to all, grace was poured upon all human-

ity through Jesus. In Jesus we are forever accepted as the beloved adopted children 

of the Father.  It is the will of the Father that all of his beloved children turn to Him 

and experience life in the Son. 

 In the year 1994 and again in 1995 I had the opportunity while in Florida to visit 

a lighthouse on the Atlantic Coast. The lighthouse is located at Ponce De Leon Inlet, 

Florida—a few miles south of Daytona Beach. On both visits I climbed the stairs 

inside the lighthouse. When I reached the top I stepped out onto the observation 

and my fear of heights kicked in. My fear did not remain for long. The view was a 

spectacular one—it was well worth the climb. I could see for several miles, but more 

importantly those who where out on the sea could see the lighthouse. It served a 

very important purpose.  

 This lighthouse was built in the 1880’s and was in service until the year 1970. 

There is an area of shoals just off shore where many ships across the centuries have 

wrecked. Lives have been lost here. This lighthouse was built so that those who are 

on the sea may be able to find their way safely home. For many years this lighthouse 

served its purpose.  

 In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught:  

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a 

lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lamp stand, and it gives light to all who are in the 

house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father who is in heaven ~ Matthew 5:14, NASB  

 Jesus was commissioning His disciples with a great purpose. Our lives must stand 

like a lighthouse in this world of darkness so that our brothers and sisters may find 

their way safely home. Where does this light come from?  

Then Jesus again spoke to them saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will 

not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” ~ John 8:12, NASB.  

 How can we be the light of the world in the Gospel of Matthew and Jesus be the 

light of the world in the Gospel of John? Because our lives are forever united with 

the risen Jesus! As we live our lives, the light of the risen Lord Jesus shines in our 

lives. The light comes from Jesus and shines through our lives in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. He is seen in the Spirit-filled lives we live. In us, Jesus is glorified and 

brings glory to His Heavenly Father. 
(Continued on page 7) 



 As Jesus rose on that Easter Sunday morning, He rose to forever share His life 

with you and me. United with Christ, we let His light shine. Jesus is the Great Light-

house! He is drawing all to Himself. In Jesus all are accepted as the adopted children 

of God the Father. Yes, the Father is eager to see all of his precious children come 

home! There is joy in Heaven every time someone turns in repentance to God! 

(Luke 15:10). 

 Dare to be a beacon! Let your light shine so that others may turn to Jesus and 

experience eternal salvation in Him! 

~ Mark Nelson 

(Continued from page 6) 
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 Thanksgiving may seem like one of the most clearly Christian holidays on the 

American calendar. Compared to the consumerism of Christmas and the candy of 

Easter, at least with Thanksgiving, the giving of thanks is still involved. We need to 

give thanks, to recognize that the blessings we enjoy are not our own doing. We can-

not honestly take the credit for most of the good we experience and participate in, 

and we must realize that there is credit to be given whenever we experience grace. 

We have a real, deep need to acknowledge that and to give gratitude. The act of 

thanksgiving centers us, stabilizes us, and reinforces the truth of our place of de-

pendence in this universe. 

The Universality of ThanksgivingThe Universality of ThanksgivingThe Universality of ThanksgivingThe Universality of Thanksgiving    

 The Thanksgiving holiday challenges all of us to reflect on the blessings we enjoy 

and to express gratitude. Of course, it's also about turkey and football and depart-

ment store parades, too; but it is still good to give thanks, and it's good for all of us. 

In a certain sense, there's nothing particularly Christian about Thanksgiving. Take 

any religiously-minded person, and the idea of Thanksgiving won't seem foreign to 

him. The god or gods he is thanking may not be the God we thank, but he may be 

able to participate with a similar sense of gratitude. Even a person who isn't spiritu-

ally minded at all may reflect on the fact that he is the beneficiary of good luck or 

good fortune or a good family... or he may simply give thanks to the cook for a tur-

key that isn't too dry. 

 This Thanksgiving, take time to give thanks for all these things: for the commu-

nity you live in, for the turkey on the table, for the roof over your head. 

    Give thanksGive thanksGive thanksGive thanks. But decide to give thanks as a Christiangive thanks as a Christiangive thanks as a Christiangive thanks as a Christian. 

Giving Thanks for RelationshipGiving Thanks for RelationshipGiving Thanks for RelationshipGiving Thanks for Relationship    

 At your Thanksgiving table, enjoy the turkey, mashed potatoes, sweet potato pie, 

whatever it is you have at your table. And while turkey is one of the great blessings 

of Thanksgiving, most of us realize that at its best, Thanksgiving is about a lot more 

than just turkey. Even turkey with mashed potatoes and sweet potato pie! 

 When we as Christians give thanks to our God, we are not just giving thanks to 

the Source of all blessings. We are giving thanks to a God who knows us and who 

shares his life with us in a personal way. When we give thanks, we are thanking the 

One “from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name” (Ephesians 

3:15). When Christians give thanks, we are giving thanks to a God who is fundamen-

tally about face-to-face relationship; not just the God who came up with the idea of 

this world and spoke the word and made it happen; not just the God who came up 

with the idea of you or me and waved a wand and POOF-ed us into existence; and 

not even just the God who invented turkey.  We give thanks to the one true God 
(Continued on page 9) 
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who is (and always has been) all about person-to-person relationships. 

 We give thanks to a God who is not a simple individual, but a community. He is 

the Trinity—one God who is Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit. In our God the shar-

ing of life and love has always been who he is, and out of that he shares his life with 

us. Out of his energy and intellect and self-giving, he gave us the possibility and the 

reality of life and breath; because of him we have minds and hearts and strength. He 

shares in all our joys and all our pains. And out of his incredible affection and care 

for us, in Jesus he shares in our human life willingly and graciously. 

 God honors our personhood. You and I are not just pieces of the created uni-

verse. It isn't as if, from God's perspective, there's this classification called 

“Humanity” and we're just random, unremarkable examples of it. God likes us and 

our uniqueness. He likes variety! He likes the interactivity, the give-and-take that 

happens when people come together. Paul speaks directly to this divine privilege of 

personhood and relationship.  

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, 

and give thanks for them. ~ 1 Timothy 2:1, NLT 

 This Thanksgiving, give thanks as a Christiangive thanks as a Christiangive thanks as a Christiangive thanks as a Christian. 

 If you're with your family, give thanks for your family as a whole, but give thanks 

for each member, individually, personally, as an individual gift of presence, in them-

selves a blessing! God decided to bring that person into the world—different and 

special, just as he brought you into the world, with your unique laugh and walk and 

way of being you. 

 If your past has been painful, allow God to see through the pain and past the pain 

even if the pain is all you yourself can see. Give thanks, not because you have experi-

enced life with your family as an unmitigated blessing, but because you are a Chris-

tian! “Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them” 

because each of us stands in the same place before God, not on the basis of our own 

goodness or graciousness but only because of God's grace. 

 Give thanks for those who couldn't be with you, for those who wouldn't be with 

you. Maybe right there, at the table, or one on one. Maybe in your conversation with 

others. Maybe privately, between you and God. 

 Even if you are not at the point where you can see each person as a blessing, 

choose to see each person as someone who needs blessing. They need all the same 

blessings you need; and all the nastiness and trouble that has become evident in their 

(Continued from page 8) 
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lives and in their relationships with you and the people you love may just be a judg-

ment that they need Jesus, and they need for God's will “that everyone be saved an 

understand the truth” to become known as real in their life. Choose to trust God's 

wisdom in making that person and bringing him into your life. Trust God's control 

of your future, and of theirs, and give up trust in yourself. Give up the idea that you 

really see things as they truly are. 

Give Thanks for RedemptionGive Thanks for RedemptionGive Thanks for RedemptionGive Thanks for Redemption    

For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity – the man 

Christ Jesus. He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to 

the world at just the right time. ~ 1 Timothy 2:6 

 Giving thanks as a Christian means that we recognize all of this as Good News. 

But now we come to the crux of the matter. Your Thanksgiving crowd may know 

the Word and spontaneously break into praise of God and what he has done. 

Thanksgiving may be a time of true worship. Not all of our families have been on 

the same journey, though, and some of those we love may be deaf to what God has 

been speaking to us over the years. 

 Still, as Christians, we have to give thanks for redemption and for reconciliation, 

because if we know the truth, we know how much we have been set free. Our rela-

tionship with God—and if you want to think of it this way, our relationship with the 

source of all goodness and all life—has been healed and made right. Know that Jesus 

has bought your freedom, our freedom. Know that redemption is a reality! Know 

that—as we're going to sing in a few weeks—God and sinners are reconciled. All 

those people we find it difficult to give thanks for, all of those people who seem mis-

erable and intent on making us miserable… It's a lot easier to give thanks for them 

when we know that their freedom has been paid for! Their reconciliation has been 

accomplished! 

 Just as God has given you and me freedom and has brought us into his life, the 

truth is that in his relationship with the rest of the people in our world, God is not 

captive to their attitudes, their anger, their blindness and their resentments! We may 

find them difficult to be around, but God has always chosen to be around them—

and having been there, and having known them as they are, in Jesus God has given 

his life so they may live in him. 

 This year, have a wonderful Trinitarian Thanksgiving! 

~ Matt Royal 

(Continued from page 9) 
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 Imagine a group of people who spend all their lives searching and memorizing 

the scriptures for wisdom and meaning. They come together generation after genera-

tion and hammer out guidelines so that life may be lived. They wrestle with the past, 

in the now, in order to control the future. 

 Then one day a man steps into this group of refined life seekers and tells them 

that they have it all wrong. He says “You search the scriptures which testify of me, 

looking for life, but you are not willing to come to me, so that you may have life!” 

 All He says is “Come to me so that you may have life”! What would they do? 

Come to Him? They have become so entrenched and set in their own beliefs and 

traditions that they throw Him out as a quack and shyster. “He wants us to partici-

pate in His life? Who does He think He is?! He even says He is the Son of God!” So 

off they trudge, displeased and insulted, thinking of ways to stop this intruder who 

has turned their world upside-down. 

 Knowing the truth of scripture comes only through a personal relationship with 

Jesus Christ. This is a process of life that comes from the inside-out. My pursuit of 

security, pleasure and control can block what is already in me. I am like the Pharisee 

searching the scriptures but never finding Jesus—even though everything of him is 

right there. I know about Him intellectually in my mind but I need continual enlight-

enment from my new heart so that my mind may be renewed.  

 It is the man Jesus in His communion through the Spirit with the Father that has 

me and all humanity included in their life. All of us have everything in everything in 

Him. There is no other way to the Father!  

 Jesus said that without his Father he can do nothing. He was the first human be-

ing who did nothing on his own, living in constant thanksgiving knowing that it was 

the Father who gave Him everything. He was perfect in thought, purpose and action 

and never denied that He was God or man. He is still the same today! 

 The difference though between us and the Pharisees is the cross! He has come to 

us, everything in everything, and made us all new creations in Him through His life, 

death, resurrection and ascension. People grow in this grace and knowledge from his 

mind as he whispers through history from each person’s new heart through the Holy 

Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who convicts in the Father's timing by showing us the 

mystery that is in us—Jesus the hope of Glory! He may use others, but only as he 

chooses! Humility embraces, pride defaces! 

 All of us are given space-time to respond and learn how to live in the response 

and completed work of Jesus—or we continue in our own unbelief. 

 So in order for me to experience who I am and how I relate and come to love 

(Continued on page 12) 
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God, family, community, country or the people of this world, a change of mind is 

needed, a renovated thinking, receiving his thoughts from his life. There is nothing 

outside of him that makes any sense. In my own delusion of self I can do nothing, 

yet in him I can do everything for I have everything of him already in me! 

 From our own perceived nothingness of past and future in our space-time history 

we can experience our true identity in his fullness in eternity now! It’s all about trust-

ing him and participating in his life in the present! Jesus is eternal life, the “I am” 

whose faith response lives in our subjective now! 

I have been crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live! It is Christ who lives in me. The life that I 

now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loves me and gave His life for me. 

~ Galatians 2:20  

 He has exchanged the old for the new! The old brought death the new brings life! 

I have everything in everything in Him now! 

~ John Geerlings 
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