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 Visualize this scene, if you will:  A man—a good man, an honest man, a 

man who cares for others—under arrest. Visualize this good man being tor-

tured. Visualize him dying on a cross. As you watch you may think: “What 

sin is so heinous that this man must be tortured to death?”  

 We may think that he is not good—perhaps he has committed some se-

cret crime we don’t know about it. Or we may think that an angry God, bent 

on extracting a vengeful “pound of flesh” from humanity, is punishing this 

good man in our place. We might even be led to think that this angry God is 

giving us “one last chance” to get ourselves right with him by believing that 

this good man has been punished in our place. 

 Visualize another scene, if you will:  A man and his son embracing for the 

first time after years of estrangement. Imagine a son who hated his father, 

ran from him, and wanted nothing to do with him. At last he has changed 

his mind and come home to his Father. Visualize these two embracing: What 

agony! What tears! What pain and joy mingled in equal parts in one place! 

 The act of reconciliation is painful. It means the painful repentance of the 

one has done wrong and the painful forgiving and letting go on the part of the one who has been wronged. True 

atonement can only take place in the midst of the painful death of all that has, up until that moment, prevented the 

relationship from functioning properly. As the Scripture says “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgive-

ness” (Heb. 9:22.) 

 What is the atoning work of Jesus really about? Is it about a cosmic judge passing sentence on law breakers? Or 

is the atoning work of Jesus about the Father reconciling all things, whether things in heaven or on earth, to him-

self through the painful and joyful humanity (the flesh and blood) of the Son? 

 Obviously we at The Adopted Life believe that atonement is relational, not judicial. The cross is about the Father 

embracing hateful humanity, not God punishing law breakers. Atonement is the loving relationship of the Father, 

Son, and Spirit being worked out in the real creation through the Son’s humanity as the man Jesus Christ. Atone-

ment is about Jesus bringing humanity into the right, healthy, “at-one” relationship that he has with the Father. 

 This month’s issue focuses on this idea and all the implications for our lives that this idea carries in it. May Je-

sus’ faith in his atoning work for you fill you with the joy of the Father’s Spirit as you read. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

The Yellow Christ by Gauguin, 1889 



 George Lucas had a problem.  He wanted to complete the 3-film prequel to his 

classic Star Wars films, but to do that, he needed to depict the Jedi knights at war.  

And while everybody knows that a twirling lightsabre is a beautiful thing, it’s not so 

beautiful when it’s chopping human beings into twitching piles of hamburger. 

 Lucas’ solution? Have the Jedi fight armies of robots.  That way, the Jedi can 

slaughter enemies by the dozen without seeming cavalier or cruel. Something in us 

knows that killing humans is distasteful, but killing robots is funny. 

 The reason for this is that when the Son of God united himself with humanity, he 

infected human nature with his fundamental care and concern for human beings.  

But this complicates our lives in those moments when we really need to kill some-

one.  So we resolve that conflict by de-humanizing our enemies: 

Obi-Wan Kenobi doesn’t kill people; he just kills droids. 

Aragorn doesn’t kill people; he just kills orcs. 

Iron Man doesn’t kill people; he just kills bad guys. 

 And as luck would have it, we have a whole theological system that undergirds 

this thinking.  John Calvin’s doctrine of election divides the human race into what is 

essentially TWO human races: 

1). The Elect -- the people God created for the purpose of saving them from sin, 

and 

2). The Damned -- the people God created for the purpose of damning them, so 

the Elect would feel more special. 

 Or in other words, there is one human race that is truly human and is therefore 

deserving of compassion.  And then there’s another human race that’s not quite as 

human, at least not so that we’d have to care about them as much as the other guys. 

This kind of thinking (whether it’s directly related to Calvin or not) opened up all 

sorts of possibilities in human history which would have otherwise been morally dif-

ficult: 

Christian crusaders didn’t kill people; they just killed Muslims. 

General Custer didn’t kill people; he just killed Indians. 

Nazi’s didn’t kill people; they just killed Jews. 

 Now, the average Adopted Life reader has a lower-than-average murder rate, at 

least according to the criminal background check we run on all subscribers.  If you 

are one of those Mostly-Non-Homicidal individuals, you may think this article does-

n’t have much to do with you.  But Matthew 5.22 tells us that even when we success-
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fully avoid murder, that doesn’t mean that we’ve avoided dehumanizing ways of re-

lating to others. 

 Speaking of dehumanizing, we Americans have once again entered our yearly 

election season.  Whenever we turn on the TV, we can see that the Calvin effect is 

alive and well.  Because apparently, there is a good political party with good politi-

cians in it.  They love freedom and apple pie and they want our country to be a good 

place to live.  And there’s also a bad political party that’s full of little Hitlers who 

hate freedom and are scheming to take over the world and kill your grandma and 

your little dog too!  BWAAHAAAHAHAHAAAA!!! 

 At least according to commercials and the deep, resonant voice that narrates 

them. And which party is good and which is evil, well, that depends on which party 

paid for the commercial. 

 It was in the midst of all this that Jonathan asked me to write an article about the 

Atonement and its implications for human life.  So my big idea right now is that 

when Jesus united himself with humanity, he also united humanity WITH ITSELF 

in an unprecedented way, and we’ve been thrashing out the implications ever since.  

There is no more US-versus-THEM.  There is only US. 

 Still, US-versus-THEM is a powerful (not to mention politically useful) myth.  A 

myth that gets louder than usual at this time of year.  And regardless of your political 

orientation, your side is working hard to tell you that the other side is made up of 

inhuman monsters bent on unmitigated evil. 

 Don’t listen to them. Atonement is real. 

~ John Stonecypher 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 Life's a pain and then you die! I'm sure you have seen some version of that word-

ing on a t-shirt or coffee cup, and of course I am using some tact! Ha-Ha! For this 

issue I was given the assignment of writing on some aspect of the Atonement of Je-

sus Christ, and I couldn't help but relate a recent family experience I had with one of 

my daughters to help you understand its important influence on our present human 

lives, and especially as it relates to why "Life is a pain and then you die." 

 My youngest daughter Autumn texted me a few hours into school one day asking 

to come home because she had a migraine headache. I went to get her, and on the 

way home engaged her in conversation about the reason for the headache. She was 

pretty sure that the migraine came from the fact that she had been borrowing her 

older sister's non-prescription glasses and wearing them a little too often. I agreed 

with her (in part because I had already urged her to stop wearing those glasses that 

she really didn't need), and then we had a discussion as to how glasses are great 

when you need them, but not the greatest when you don't. 

 Realizing the pain she was in (and having already given her the Tylenol she 

needed as soon as I saw her), I asked her why babies don't come out of the womb 

with a literal pair of glasses on. She got the point, started laughing, and then an-

swered "Because they're not meant to and glasses aren't natural!" "Right!" I said, as I 

laughed with her and then began to explain why I hated having to wear glasses and 

what a pain it was to do the smallest thing without having them on. A real pain, not 

to mention death for me and others if I went on for too long without wearing them! 

As we finished our discussion I could see two things happening. One: Autumn was 

now determined not to experience a migraine like that again and especially from 

wearing those unnecessary glasses. Two: Knowing Autumn, I could foresee the pain 

coming in her endeavor to develop the new habit of using only her natural eye-

sight while trying to put away the urge of wearing those unnecessary and painful 

lenses that she loved!  

 What does all of this have to do with the Atonement of Jesus Christ? Believe it or 

not, EVERYTHING! 

 This is the exact dynamic going on in the Atonement of Jesus Christ and what 

flows directly from it!. Someone (you and I and the entire human race) was created 

with a good pair of eyes, with no need for literal, physical glasses. Unfortunately, 

somewhere along the line we put on the wrong pair of theological glasses (thoughts 

about our Relational God), creating nothing short of a disaster in all areas of our life. 

That resulted in our need for miracles of new physical eyesight, and in our modern 

day, even the wearing of glasses from a local optometrist! But it also resulted in our 

need for a new pair of theological glasses which were part of the main culprit in the 

first place! This is a serious eye problem (Matthew 6:22-23) and very painful indeed, 
(Continued on page 5) 
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literally resulting in our crying out for relief from the pain! 

 So what was the Trinity, being good, to do when He saw that His good creation 

was being corrupted with bad eyesight and the with inability to relate with Him and 

each other as each really were? How was he going to put things right again? In a 

Word—Jesus!  In another word—Atonement!  In other words, in Jesus the Son of 

God as Man, God did something similar to what I did to my daughter. He literally 

came to get us and undo the pain in a personal way that included dialogue and real 

medicine.  But in Jesus' case for us, He Himself was going to be the Word and the 

Medicine that brought us into "At-One-ment" and get rid of humanity's migraine 

and pain once and for all! 

 And Jesus coming to undo our pain was going to create another pain, even as Au-

tumn's new habit of not wearing those "old" but fashionable glasses was going to be 

an additional pain to the migraine pain she had already experienced. This first pain is 

necessary to alert us that something is wrong in the first place and so that we might 

seek a solution for getting it corrected. In all seriousness, this physical pain is an AC-

TUAL encounter with the Father, Son and Spirit Who not only created us as good, 

but Who continue to sustain us only in their ongoing goodness! The reality of Au-

tumn’s good eyes were NOT going to adapt to the unreality of the new vision, and 

therefore any twisting of that reality was going to be painful.  

 The second pain Autumn will experience (resulting from a determination to live 

with her eyes as they really are) is also necessary as the true reality of her eyes not 

only remains but also goes to war against the wrong and twisted vision—to undo the 

unreality! This is similar to the pain that comes after a broken limb or relationship. 

There is the first pain of the initial break, and then there is the second pain of the fix 

as the wounds heal, literally putting to death the initial break! 

 Again, this is what is going on in the Atonement, and what is going on in our ex-

periences of everything because of the Atonement. You see, the Atonement is Jesus 

Himself, the One Who is not only Fully God but also Fully Man! Tying this into the 

examples in this article: Because Jesus is fully God and fully Man, his becoming Man 

as God means war. It means the struggle of all struggles, and it means both kinds of 

pain we have been talking about. How is it that we, who are sustained in the perma-

nent goodness of God, will not ultimately feel pain when the Reality of His good-

ness in us is twisted and perverted?! We most definitely will feel the pain! And how is 

it that we, who are sustained in the permanent goodness of God will not ultimately 

feel the pain of being healed, when the Reality of His goodness in us undoes our 

twisted vision and quite literally puts it to death?! We most definitely will feel that 

(Continued from page 4) 
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pain, too! 

 Atonement through the Son of God becoming the Son of Man (while remaining 

God) explains why life is a pain and then we die! Life is a pain because of our rela-

tionship with God the Trinity in Jesus, Who so sustains us in His goodness that 

He is never going to let us go (even as Autumn’s original eyesight was not going to 

change or let her go). Because God is not changing or letting us go, that can only 

mean the death of our pain, and it can only mean a new kind of pain, or a second 

pain, as our spiritual eyes are adjusted to Reality again, and Reality puts the unreality 

to death! 

 Be encouraged, for it is Jesus Christ and your AT-ONE-MENT in Him that is 

the ultimate source of why you are experiencing pain of every type. The first reason 

for your pain is that you are included and adopted into the life of the Trinity in Jesus 

and are good with His goodness! He never has been, nor ever will be, truly separated 

from you! He's always dreamed of dancing forever with you! Your "migraine" in life 

is the natural consequence flowing out of your sinful nature which is determined to 

wear the wrong pair of glasses and is clashing against the reality of His goodness in 

you!! That first pain is His determination that you be safe in His embrace and 

alerted to the wrong vision that is occurring!  

 The second reason for your life pain and migraine is that you have been fixed, 

reconciled, and brought back into having proper eyesight and insight about Who 

God is, and who you are in Him through Jesus Christ! This second pain is the death 

of the first pain and it must exist temporarily, until all of the darkness and foggy vi-

sion be undone in you! The second pain means a real physical pain and deterioration 

and death, AND AT THE SAME TIME it means the ongoing Reality of a renewed 

and whole life that you are in Jesus, and that will never die! 

 In conclusion, as Robert Walker succinctly states in Incarnation: The Person and Life 

of Jesus Christ:  

If Jesus is not God, then it is not God That has saved us, but equally, if Jesus is not Man then 

Man has not been saved. (page xxxii) 

 Fortunately for you and me and the entire human race, Jesus is both of those na-

tures in One Person and we all are saved because  it is God Who has saved us! 

~ Timothy Brassell 

 



 Two popular old gospel songs contain the words: “There’s a mansion now 

empty, just waiting for me” and “I’ve got a mansion just over the hilltop.”  These 

lyrics are based on the words of Jesus:  

“In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre-

pare a place for you” (John 12:2, NKJV).   

 This verse is also a funeral favorite as it is believed to be a promise that Jesus is 

preparing a reward for God’s people in heaven only after death.  But is this what Je-

sus meant?  One mistake we can make is to attempt to apply directly to our lives 

every word Jesus said without considering his audience and purpose.   

 On the night before his death, Jesus and his disciples were together in what was 

traditionally known as the upper room.  The disciples were shocked at what they saw 

and heard. Jesus washed their feet, announced there was a traitor among them and 

declared that Peter was going to deny him—not once but three times.   

 Can you imagine their response?  “This can’t be the Messiah. He’s talking about 

suffering, betrayal and death. We thought he was going to install a new kingdom and 

we would rule with him!” Confusion. Despair. Fear. Emotions that we are very fa-

miliar with.  Shattered expectations.  Into all of this Jesus speaks.  “Don’t worry. 

Trust me.”  He wanted to strengthen them against complete collapse in the looming 

tragedy.  He continued: “In my Father's house are many mansions.” 

 What would the disciples have understood when they heard these words?  

 The expression “Father’s house” as used in the gospels always refers to the tem-

ple in Jerusalem (Luke 2:49, John 2:16). The temple had replaced the tabernacle 

which was the portable tent used by the Israelites to worship God. Within the taber-

nacle and separated by a thick curtain was a room called the Holy of Holies. This 

was God’s dwelling place (“tabernacle” means “residence” or “dwelling place” in 

Hebrew) in the midst of his people. Once a year the high priest alone was allowed to 

enter this room and come into the very presence of God.   

 Furthermore, the word “mansion” or “room” means a place where one lives and 

was “regularly used in ancient Greek not for a final resting place but for a temporary 

halt on a journey that will take you somewhere else in the long run.”1 This would be 

something different from being in heaven with God after death as heaven is often 

seen as a final resting place.   

 Then Jesus said he was going to prepare a place for his disciples. Where was he 

going? He wasn’t going to heaven to build mansions but he was going from the up-

per room to the cross. In his death and resurrection he would prepare a place for 

them in his Father’s house (John 14:2). It was as if Jesus was saying; “Everything is 

(Continued on page 8) 
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under control.  What is going to happen looks terrifying but it is all part of the plan.” 

Then he promised, “I will come again.” In the context this doesn’t seem to be a refer-

ence to his second coming (although we look forward to his glorious coming) but we 

do know that Jesus went to the cross and returned three days later by rising from the 

dead.  He also came again in the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.      

 “I will come back” Jesus said, “and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am” (John 14:3, TNIV).  Let’s focus for a moment on the word “with” used here. It 

is the same word used in John 1:1 where we learn that the Son (the Word) was with 

God. “The word ‘with’ is taken from the word pros.  By using this word to describe 

the relationship between the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit is telling us that 

theirs is an intimate relationship. One translator has translated the verse, ‘In the be-

ginning was the Word, and the Word was face to face with God….”2  Sadly, many peo-

ple picture God as a solitary figure somewhere in the sky, detached and remotely 

watching us from a distance.  But this seemingly insignificant word “with” reveals 

something completely different about the nature of God.  This is about sharing and 

intimacy.  This is about a face to face relationship. This is profound and deep! But 

what does this have to do with you and me today?  Before I answer that, let’s return 

briefly to the temple. 

 When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple was torn in half.  This symbolised a 

new way had been opened into the presence of God. The temple wasn’t his home 

anymore. A totally new relationship with God was now available, and it is available 

to everyone!  The Message Bible translates verse 2: “There’s plenty of room for you in my 

Father’s home.” In the Holy of Holies there was only room for one person, but now a 

radical change had taken place.  God has actually made room for everyone in himself 

– in his house! This has been made possible because the Son became flesh, rescued 

us from the death and destruction of sin, returned to the Father and took all human-

ity with him (John 12:32)—into the very presence of God!  On that same evening 

Jesus said, "Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 

come to them and make our home with them” (John 14:23, TNIV).  The word “home” in 

this verse is the same as the word “mansions” in verse one.  Do you see what this 

means? 

 What thoughts come to mind when you think of a good home?  How about: 

peace, rest, joy, protection, instruction, forgiveness, provision, unconditional love, 

acceptance and hope, to name a few?  Not only did Jesus come to give himself to us 

he also came to share all these things with us so that we can experience the life he 

lives with his Father in the fellowship of the Spirit. The astonishing, unique, intimate 

(Continued from page 7) 
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relationship that Jesus himself had enjoyed with the Father is now open to us! “You 

can live where I live” Jesus says (verse 3 MSG). And where does Jesus “live”? “At the 

very heart of the Father” (John 1:18) or as some translations have it: “in the bosom of the 

Father.” One scholar writes: “To be in or on the bosom of someone means to be in 

his embrace, to be cherished by him as the object of intimate care and dearest affec-

tion, or as we say in English, to be a bosom friend.”3  That is where Jesus is.  And 

where are we now?  Seated with Jesus in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 2:6)!   

 Are you experiencing difficult, discouraging and depressing circumstances?  Jesus’ 

words of comfort are for you.  Just as Jesus wanted to strengthen, encourage and 

assure his disciples then, he is saying the same to you now:  “Don’t worry. Trust 

me.”  Don’t let your worries weigh you down; instead, focus on Jesus and contem-

plate on what he says—and doesn’t say.  He doesn’t say you must be brave and eve-

rything will work out.  He doesn’t give you four steps to happiness and prosperity. 

He doesn’t say he is building a mansion in heaven for you which you will only inherit 

when you die, so it’s worth all the suffering.  But he does say that he went to the 

cross to take all our sins on his shoulders and nailed them to the cross along with 

himself, so that everything that separates us from God and life in his house can be 

put to an end.   

 But that’s not all. You have been drawn in love into the very Trinitarian life of 

God to participate in the intimate, face to face fellowship of the Father, Son and 

Spirit—in God’s very life. He wants to share himself and all he is and has with you 

now.  God is saying to you: “I created you for life in my house!” 

~ Gordon Green 

Prayer 

 Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your 

Son, and brought us home.  Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the 

gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to 

others; we whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  Keep us firm in the hope you have set be-

fore us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.4  

 

1 NT Wright, Surprised By Hope; p150 

2 Rick Renner, Dressed to Kill; p445 

3 Edward Robinson, A Greek and English Lexicon of the NT; p452  

4 A post-communion prayer from the eucharistic liturgy of the Scottish Episcopal Church as quoted in 

Invitation to Theology by Michael Jinkins; p137.  
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 We’re sometimes asked “Are you sure that everyone is included in Jesus? I 

thought only those who believe in Jesus are included in his life with the Father.” So 

we find it helpful to print quotes from theologians throughout history who have 

spoken of how Jesus is the union of God and man.  

 In this quote from Incarnation: The Person and Life of Christ, Thomas Torrance dis-

cusses the way in which the Son of God in the flesh as the man Jesus Christ brings 

about atonement between God and humanity: 

Beginning with his baptism among sinners at the Jordan . . . and ending with his 

baptism in blood on the cross, again among malefactors when he died, the just 

for the unjust, we see the person of Christ at work in a movement of increasing 

solidarity with his fellow men and women, increasing solidarity with sinners. 

Throughout that growing interpenetration of the Son of Man with sinful man, the 

intensity of battle within the person of Christ increases, reaching its culmination 

in Gethsemane. Throughout it all he was sublimely serene and tranquil in his re-

pose in the Father, but as his life developed he entered more and more intensely 

into the contradiction of sin and of sinners against him, living out in the midst of 

humanity the oneness with God which he had and was in himself. Thus Jesus en-

acted in human flesh and human life, in his sinless solidarity with sinful man, the 

will of God to be one with man and to gather men and women into the heart of 

God. ~ Incarnation, pp. 106-107. 

Jesus: Sinless Solidarity with Sinful Man 


