
 

Palm Sunday ~ 04.17.2011 

Isaiah 50:4-9a • Psalm 31:9-16 • Philippians 2:5-11 • Matthew 21:1-11  
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The Master Helps Me! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Apart from martyrdom, what are some everyday ways that Jesus 

works in and out of our lives with the issues raised in Isaiah 50:4-9? 

2. Why do you think that, more often than not, you elaborate on what 

you can't do rather than what you can do in Jesus? 

3. What strikes you as significant, unique, or interesting about the way 

St. Methodius talked about Palm Sunday? 

4. Can the gospel be good news if it doesn’t include everyone? 

5. How does it change our view of life, death and our purpose for living 

to see that we have died and risen in Christ? 

 Take a moment to read Isaiah 50:4-9. Do you see all that you have been given in 

your humanity in Jesus, from His Father, and through the Spirit in this passage? 

Wowsa!!! To take this passage seriously is encouraging you that IN JESUS, in our hu-

manity (YOUR humanity!), God the Trinity MOST certainly shares with us now His 

creatively powerful way of living; and we can anticipate sharing in that way of living 

to an even larger degree in the future. 

 When you wonder whether or not you can add anything encouraging to a conver-

sation, the Spirit encourages you that you most certainly can! And when you wonder 

if you'll ever be able to concentrate and focus on anything for long, Jesus encourages 

that it is possible! (v. 4) 

 When you doubt that you can actually hear clearly from God and get overly dis-

couraged by your "lack of obedience", Jesus says that He shares with you His ears to 

hear His Father and that, in Him, you are being responsive to His Father's voice! (v. 5) 

 And just when you think you can't hang in there and face the embarrassment, dis-

grace and torture of suffering on behalf of the Gospel (the Trinity!), there He is in Je-

sus granting you His power not only to not be disgraced but to say "Bring it on! The 

Father, Son and Spirit stand with me! We will bear your scorn! Try to shame me if you 

will, I stand innocent and upright in the Son, Who is always with and for me! Your evil 

WILL be overcome!" (vv. 6-9) 

 REMINDER: The Lenten Season is not just a time of putting things away and being 

weak, but a time of taking on tremendous and powerful promises for human living in 

that weakness. And don't forget to notice that all of this responsiveness to the Father, 

in the Spirit, is given to us wholly and completely by Grace, in Jesus, the Son of God 

made human! 

~ Tim Brassell 



Why The Passion of The Christ Matters 
 As we go into this Holy Week of memory and celebration we want to be sure that we understand 

what is going on when we tell the story of The Passion of The Christ. We are not simply rehearsing some 

tragic events that took place in ancient times. We are telling the story of how the Father who loves us 

sent his Son to destroy death and sin and set us free. We tell this story because it includes us and every-

one we know and love. If the story of Jesus’ suffering and death does not include humanity and the 

whole creation then there is no point in telling it. If it is only the story of Jesus and not also my story why 

should I care? If it is only the story of me and Jesus, but not the story of my wife, children, friends, and 

neighbors, then what good is it to me to be saved while everyone I love is lost?  

 Tim calls us to this truth in his article and St. Methodius called his 

listeners to this truth in his sermon: that when Christ suffered and 

died, everyone suffered and died with him and in him (2 Cor. 5:14.) 

And having died in Christ, we now live in his life and resurrection. 

That’s why his Passion matters and why we celebrate this Holy Week. 

 ~ Jonathan Stepp 
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A Palm Sunday Sermon 
 Let us raise the branches aloft, and with the olive branches make glad applaud, that the Holy Spirit 

may also breathe on us, and in due order we may raise the God-taught strain: “Blessed is He that comes 

in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest” (Matt. 21:9). Today, also, the patriarch Jacob keeps 

feast in spirit, seeing his prophecy brought to fulfillment, and with the faithful 

adores the Father, seeing Him who bound his foal to the vine mounted upon 

an ass’s colt (Gen. 49:10-11.)  

 Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord: that good and kind Shep-

herd, voluntarily to lay down His life for His sheep. That just as hunters take 

by a sheep the wolves that devour sheep, even so the Chief Shepherd, offering 

Himself as man to the spiritual wolves and those who destroy the soul, may 

make His prey of the destroyers by means of that Adam who was once preyed 

on by them. Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord: the Lord to save humanity who had wan-

dered in error . . . Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord: the one for the many . . . Therefore 

we also bless You, O Lord; You with the Father and the Holy Spirit are blessed before the worlds and for-

ever. Before the world, indeed, and until now being devoid of body, but now and forever henceforth pos-

sessed of that divine humanity which cannot be changed, and from which You are never divided.  

 For all this was done that the Lamb and Son of God, that takes away the sins of the world, might, of 

His own will, and for us, come to His saving Passion . . . and that Christ having thus suffered in the flesh, 

and having risen again the third day, might, with equal honor and glory with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, be by all created things equally adored; for to Him every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and 

things in earth, and things under the earth, sending up glory to Him, for ever and ever. Amen. ~ From 

“Oration on the Palms”, paragraphs 2, 6 and 7. A Palm Sunday Sermon of St. Methodius of Olympus. 


