
 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 08.21.2011 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 • Psalm 124 • Romans 12:1-8 • Matthew 16:13-20 

 In the story of Israel’s initial enslavement and the birth of Moses (Exodus 1.8-2.10), 

the main thing that I notice is how unhelpful God is. An entire population is subjected 

to slavery (1.11-14) and mass infanticide (1.16, 22), and as far as the Bible tells us, the 

Father, Son and Spirit do nothing to stop or remedy either problem. In this text, only 

one action is attributed to God: He gives families to a gang of gutsy midwives (1.17-

19), in response to the fact that they actually DID something (unlike anybody else in 

this text, including God). 

 But the Israelites are helped by some non-divine things, chief among them being 

the Pharaoh’s lack of genocide skills. You see, Pharaoh, when you oppress people and 

take away all the entertainments that take place outside the bedroom, the bedroom 

will become a place of increased activity (1.12). Also, killing girls will curb population 

growth much better than killing boys [Think about it]. And it is interesting to me that 

in the centerpiece of the story (Moses), God is not portrayed as doing anything at all. 

If I didn’t know better, I would attribute Baby Moses’ survival to dumb luck. 

 This story sounds like the story of my life, 

with Divine Providence happening at all the 

“wrong” times, if at all. But Moses’ story of 

Divine neglect turns out to be THE story of 

the salvation of the world. Maybe the truth 

is that my story, like Moses’ story, is too big 

for me to see. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. How active or passive do you think God is being in the 

story of Moses’ birth?  

2. Why does God intervene some times but not other 

times? Does the doctrine of the Trinity provide us with 

any clues? 

3. What are some of the ways your irrevocable gifts and 

calling have been used by God to make Himself known? 

4. How does our adoption in Christ lead to the renewing of 

our minds? 

5. In what ways does the renewing of our minds help us in 

our relationships with others? 

Obelisk at Luxor ~ David Roberts, ca. 1840 



The Renewing of our Minds 

Merciful to All 
 From early in human history God has had a people. In particular, this means he has always worked in 

some special and significant way with various groups of people in order that He may be made known to 

everyone, everywhere (Exodus 9:15-16). Interestingly enough, and despite our sin, our Triune and Rela-

tional God has refused to make Himself known without our human participation. How merciful (mercy 

full) and gracious He is! This is the mercy Paul is on about in Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32. He writes, in the 

Spirit, that:  

♦ God gifted and called the Israelites (Jews, including the Apostle Paul) to help make him known (v.1-

2) 

♦ The gifts and calling of God toward the people groups he works with are irrevocable (given and 

never taken back!) (v.3) 

♦ Because of the Jews’ refusal to participate with God, overall, the Gentiles (everyone and every race 

that is not Jewish) are now the chosen people God is using to make Himself known (vs.8-15). Can you 

see the paradox and humor here?! Ha-Ha! 

♦ Even the Gentiles refuse to participate with God fully and have to be condemned to disobedience, 

overall, too! (v.31-32) 

 So what does the merciful, Relational God do with EVERYONE (who are equally imprisoned as sinners 

even though participating in His Life and Love by grace)? Again, in His words through Paul: For God has 

imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. (v.32) 

 And what is this great mercy God is showing to all? He has made it plain in verses 1 and 2. In the 

negative—No people group is rejected or has His gifts and calling taken away! In the positive—all are 

acceptable, have Him as their gift, and have been forever called to Him in astounding and sovereign 

grace! Think about what that must mean for life after death! Wow!!! 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 
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 Paul’s statement in this week’s epistle text—that we ought to be transformed by the renewing of our 

minds (Rom. 12:2)—points us to the heart of the practical, real-world implications of the gospel. The 

gospel is the good news that humanity’s fall has been reversed in Christ (Rom. 5:12-19) and that we 

have been brought into the Son’s relationship with the Father through the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

(Rom. 8:15-17).  So the problem we face is not that we need to get ourselves into God’s graces; the prob-

lem is with our failure to believe that Christ has gotten us into God and God into us. We need to change 

our minds—stop believing lies about God and ourselves and start believing the truth. 

 This change of mind (“repentance,” the Bible calls it) is the most practical, 

helpful transformation that we can ever experience. When we know who 

God truly is and who we truly are in him, then we are set free to be who we 

were created to be and to live in relationships in which we enable others to 

experience that same freedom. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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