
 

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost ~ 08.28.2011 

Exodus 3:1-15 • Jeremiah 15:15-21 • Romans 12:9-21 • Matthew 16:21-28 

 In my mind and experience, just the other day, I had a personal encounter with God 

similar to the Prophet Jeremiah's! Doubled over in pain most of the day because of 

what was probably food poisoning, I literally cried out to the Lord from the "great 

white throne" in the same spirit of Jeremiah 15:17-18: 

....I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of 

your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain unceas-

ing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful 

brook, like waters that fail. 

 (And because the waters for me failed...to stop!...I also cried out to my wife Donna 

for some Kaopectate! Who literally rushed to the store for my aid!) 

 The fact that this persisted most of the day, and I was turned inside out for so 

many hours, I felt forsaken! I am sure, if you had heard my cries, you would have 

thought that I was never more near to Father the way I conversed aloud with him 

through Jesus and in the Spirit without shame! But, of course, my fallen mind de-

scended into sin asking God what I had done to deserve this so I could repent, turn, 

and get him to like me again! 

 And just as the Lord answered Jeremiah's complaint and puzzlement, so I was in-

structed to return to Him (v.19) and believe in the God who is even better than the 

Donna who rushed to help me, for no matter how down I am, in the humanity of the 

resurrected Jesus I stand!  
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My Prayer, God’s Answer 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. Describe a time you felt completely forsaken by 

God the Trinity! 

2. In what way can you look back, now, and see how 

near the Triune God actually was?  

3. How does it feel to think of God’s name as “I-WILL-

BE”? 

4. Do you agree or disagree that “God is the world’s 

future”? 

 And because Jesus is the truly Precious in 

my truly worthless, I can yet be God's 

spokesman (preacher) and help others 

when they get down! (V.20) In Jesus I am a 

(Continued on page 2) 



God’s Futurity 

My Prayer, God’s Answer . . . (cont.) 

fortified wall of bronze that they who fight against me cannot prevail over! In  

Him I am saved and delivered (v.21)! And so, in Him and Him only, I am adopted  

into the Trinitarian Life and Love of the Father, Son and Spirit, and delivered from  

the hand of the wicked and redeemed from the grasp of the ruthless (and even  

the Kaopectate!) 

           ~ Timothy J. Brassell 

(Continued from page 1) 
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 When the Triune God names himself to Moses as “I 

AM WHO I AM” (Ex 3.14), an NRSV footnote tells me this 

can also be translated as “I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE.” 

This reminded me of how Karl Barth once said that we 

need to think “with new seriousness about God’s futu-

rity” (CD II.1, p. 636). The “futurity of God” means that 

moving from one moment to the next is actually an act of 

leaping into the Father’s arms. That there is no possible 

future timeline that doesn’t eventually end at Jesus’ feet. 

That when God gives us Himself, He is giving a future to 

people who otherwise didn’t have one.  

 The Trinity is the God of Israel’s past, “the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (3.6), as well as the God who 

is present in Israel’s suffering (3.7, 9). And now we meet 

the Trinity as the One who gives Israel a future (3.8). Is-

rael in captivity—like childless Abraham and like fallen 

humanity in general—had no future until God sover-

eignly moved to give them one. 

 The gospel is that the entirety of the world’s future is 

contained in God’s promise that “I will be with 

you” (3.12). I AM WHO I AM. I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE. I 

AM THE ONE WHO WILL BE THERE FOR YOU. 

~ John Stonecypher 
Moses and the Burning Bush ~ Domenic Feti, 1613 
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