
 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 09.04.2011 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 • Psalm 119:33-40 • Romans 13:8-14 • Matthew 18:15-20 

 In this week’s Ezekiel text (33.7-11), the prophet is given the happy message: “O 

wicked ones, you shall surely die” (33.8). This is just the sort of thing prophets say. 

They’re all like “Woe unto thee…” this and “Thy blood shall…” that. But how does all 

this fit into Jesus’ whole “Judge not” thing? I think it all has to do with healthy bounda-

ries—human relationships that embody the Trinitarian life of persons-in-communion. 

In my own journey in Christ, here's what that looks like: 

 If someone wants my feedback, I give it to them. If they don’t, I don’t. I think that’s 

what Jesus is getting at with "Judge not." If someone's relational door is shut to me, it 

does no one any good if I just go barging in with my pearls of wisdom. But what about 

when that door is not shut? To be my friend is to have some permission to get in my 

face now and then. Jesus’ teachings assume a similar kind of permission granted to 

those who comprise one’s spiritual family (Matt. 18.15-20). Even being part of the hu-

man family implies a certain permission when it regards matters of life and death. If 

you see a fire in the theater I'm in, you can assume I would be okay with you mention-

ing it to me. 

 When the prophets get really in-your-

face, they are often speaking to their family, 

people to whom they have an implied right 

to say such things. And in many cases (such 

as Ezekiel 33), there is an imminent mortal 

threat people need to know about. I tend to 

see the "judgmental" bits of the Bible in this 

light. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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When the Bible gets Judgmental 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. "To be judgmental is to give unwanted feedback." 

How much do you agree or disagree? 

2. Does your church family have the right to confront 

you about your destructive behaviors? 

3. What is scary in knowing that Jesus is concretely 

present with us in our relationships? 

4. What is freeing in knowing that Jesus is concretely 

present with us in our relationships? 

 

The Vision of Ezekiel ~ John Roddam  

Spencer Stanhope 



Where is God?  
 Matt 18:20: "For where two or three are gathered 

in my name, I am there among them." If anyone ever 

asks, Relationships ARE the concrete place where 

God the Father, Son and Spirit is in our world! There 

is no generic "God" simply watching us from a dis-

tance. There is only one God, a Social Being of the 

Three in One and One in Three—Father, Son and 

Spirit Who, in Jesus, mediates all relationships 

among God and Mankind in the Holy Spirit  

(1 Tim 2:5) 

 As Andrew Root asks in his book Relationships  

Unfiltered: 

Where do we understand God as present? Where is 

God in the world? How can we help [others] we 

work with encounter this God where God is? ...  In a 

world where miracles happen only on TV, death 

happens in hospitals, and churches sponsor espresso kiosks and Pilates classes, where is God concretely? 

Where can we say we encounter God? (pg. 110). 

 I also add the question in the light of today's lectionary scripture: Where is God when we have sinned 

against others in the Church, or when we have to confront sinners in the Church? 

 Root also gives the answer (in line with Matt 18:20): 

So...if asked, "Where is God?" we would answer that God is found in our relationships. Because God has 

become human, gone to the cross suffering our estrangement...and overcome it with resurrection. Jesus 

Christ stands with us and for us and beside us. So when we search for God, we don't look outside our 

world, for God in Jesus has already entered our world. Rather, we search and find God by turning to our 

brothers and sisters and confessing that God in Jesus Christ stands with/next to them… Since Jesus 

stands with and for them, that means that what we do "unto" them...we do unto him. When we enter into 

relationships of place-sharing, God is concretely present—not just as an idea, not just as a nice thing to 

say or believe, but as an actuality. Since Jesus Christ is really there, quite literally, what we do to one an-

other we do to Christ. For through incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection, Jesus Christ stands with 

and for others (pp. 113-114). 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 
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