
 

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 09.11.2011 

Ex. 14:19-31; 15:1b-11, 20-21 • Ps. 103: 8-13 • Rom. 14:1-12 • Matt. 18:21-35 

 This week’s readings revolve around Israel’s exodus from Egypt and the way we 

treat one another in the Church. But many, if not most, congregations in the United 

States will also be pausing to remember the devastating attack that took place on our 

country ten years ago on this date—September 11. In Christ there is a connection be-

tween all of these aspects of life. 

 Let’s begin with the Exodus. Tim points out this week that the Exodus is a picture 

of humanity’s liberation in Christ. John points out that the Exodus is also to be under-

stood very personally and individually. The Father liberates us from our own per-

sonal slavery through the conquering work of Jesus and the reforming work of the 

Spirit. The Exodus is about the corporate and individual liberation of all people.  

 This includes all of us and all of our enemies. Sometimes our enemies seem easy to 

hate—such as hijackers flying airplanes into buildings. But sometimes our enemies 

are closer to home and harder to destroy, fend-off, or hate. Sometimes our enemies 

are the people right here in our own family or our own church. So, Jesus teaches us to 

forgive those closest to us seventy-seven times (Matt. 18:22), and St. Paul encourages 

us to not pass judgment on one another (Rom. 14:10). By learning to forgive our ene-

mies that are close to us and hurt us in small ways, we are building up to forgiving 

those enemies that are far off and hurt us in terrible ways (such as terrorists). 

 The point, then—in all this talk of the Exodus, Church life, and terrorist attacks—is 

the liberating power of forgiveness. The fallen, sinful human cycle is hurt, hate, hurt, 

hate, etc., etc. Jesus breaks that cycle and liberates us from the death that it brings by 

setting us free to find forgiveness in him and, 

through him, to extend forgiveness to others—even 

terrorists and fellow church members. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Study Questions of the Week 

1. Which is harder, to forgive a terrorist you’ve never met or your 

brother? What if a terrorist killed your brother? 

2. Why is forgiveness an act of liberation? 

3. What do you think of our suggestion that Exodus 7 provides a 

larger context for Exodus 14 and 15? 

4. Why is it so hard to see this story of Israel as a story of the  

Egyptians redemption, too? 

5. Has giving up sin ever felt like losing a friend? 

6. We use sin to protect ourselves. How is that different from trust-

ing God for protection? 

Miriam ~ Anselm Feuerbach, 1862 

And Miriam sang to them: "Sing to 

the LORD, for he has triumphed glo-

riously; horse and rider he has thrown 

into the sea." ~ Exodus 15:21 



The Trinity is a Warrior 
 As a recovering addict, I understand Israel’s ambivalence about leaving slavery. I lack the courage to 

separate myself from sin, but God does not: “The [Trinity] is a warrior; I-AM is his name” (Ex 15.3). He 

became incarnate without even asking my permission, placing himself like a pillar of fire between me 

and my addiction (14.20). His wrath has separated me forever from the sinister caretakers who want to 

devour me (15.9). He has saved me from the only security I have ever known.  

 The only path left to me is the one He has opened for me—the way that passes through the waters of 

Death, and (I am told) comes out on the other side (14.21-22). He walks that path for me and with me 

and in me. My sin pursues me, but is swallowed up in the formless void from whence it came (14.28). 

Once upon a time, I was a valuable piece of property, so horse and rider protected me, but now they are 

thrown into the sea (15.1). My masters used to clothe and house and feed me, but now I see them dead 

on the seashore (14.30). All I have now is this Pillar of cloud 

and fire who seems to have certain strong opinions about my 

future. I will follow Him there. 

~ John Stonecypher 

God Shattering Our Real Enemy  
 The story of God's deliverance of Israel from the Egyptians is a story worthy of being told on the big 

screen, hence Cecil B. DeMille's The Ten Commandments.  There is hardly a story more epic and powerful 

regarding God's deliverance of His people from sin, oppression and evil as this story of Israel's Exodus. 

Except the Story of Jesus Christ, of Whom this small story is but a whispering shadow! 

 Before we go rejoicing too quickly about the sin and fall of others and those "evil Egyptians," let's get 

perspective in the Person of Jesus Christ. We learned a few weeks ago in the lectionary passage in Ro-

mans 11 that ultimately, in Jesus, all people are called to Him (including the Egyptians!) And lo and be-

hold, even this story of Israel and Egypt is given in the context that "The Egyptians shall know that I am 

the Lord..." (Exo 7:1-5), and "By this you [Egyptians] shall know that I am the Lord" (Exo 7:17). Check 

out that word "know" in Hebrew sometime—it’s the same as in Genesis 4:1! 

 So even though we can rejoice when God opposes those who oppose us, there is a more beautiful "big 

picture" going on that is Good News even for the Egyptians! Taking Exodus 7 seriously tells us that God 

is interested in being known, experienced and encountered as Lord, even if he has to first drown us in 

water because of our failure to know Him as He is!  Let's face it—He IS Himself the Resurrection! If the 

scripture is true that says "As in Adam all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive" (1 Cor 15:22), then 

there is hope for the Egyptians who were also made alive with Jesus in His Resurrection. In fact, if you 

believe that Jesus is not only Lord of the living, but also of the dead (Rom 14:8-9), then it's quite possible 

the Egyptians who "perished" have known Jesus longer and more deeply than you and I, though we look 

for the Resurrected body together!  After all , Jesus was sent to save the world from perishing (John 

3:16), and this certainly includes Pharaoh and the Egyptian hordes. This is more a story of God the Fa-

ther's victory over sin (our enemy and our enemies’ enemy!), through Jesus our Lord, and in the Spirit, 

and that is Good News for everyone—including the Egyptians who were swallowed up in the Red Sea! 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 
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