
 

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 09.18.2011 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 • Psalm 145:1-8 • Philippians 1:21-30 • Matthew 20:1-16 

 Consider Jonah 3:10-4:11 and Matthew 20:1-16. I can hardly think of more expo-

sure to the heart of the Father, Son and Spirit, and our sin, than the Gospel as outlined 

in these two scriptures for this week! 

 In essence these passages hit the high note of God’s Inclusiveness of All and the low 

note of our problem with the Good News of the Inclusion and Election of All Humanity 

in Christ! God is good and gracious and we are angry at the goodness and gracious-

ness of the Triune God! In our sin nature we want to see our enemies get it and/or we 

want to see others get less than we do if they appear at all to have put in less time and 

work! Now THAT’S cuttin’ thru the clutter and down to the nub of our twisted human 

nature! 

 What's particularly and abundantly beautiful is how gracious God is to the ungra-

cious (something none of us can be too angry about, and especially if we are angry 

like Jonah and the grumbling workers…Ha-Ha!) 

 Despite Jonah's rotten attitude because others have repented,  

God converses with him and even ap- 

points a bush to give him shade from the  

heat while he waits for God to heat up the  

Ninevites with a heavenly hellish blast  

from His angry nostrils! It seems  

to my mind that when God speaks,  

Jonah should do what he's told and, if  

not, he is the one being wicked and  

deserving of being overthrown!  

 Amazingly, to me, God doesn't do it!  

    (Continued on page 2) 
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God is Gracious! 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. In what ways can you identify God including creation 

in His life and love in these stories? 

2. How do these stories clarify Jesus’ words “So the last 

shall be first, and the first last”? 

3. How would you describe a life “worthy of the gospel”? 

4. What are some of the obstacles that we face in living 

a life worthy of the gospel? 

5. In what ways does our life in Christ, and Christ’s life 

in us, through the Holy Spirit, empower and enable us 

to live faithfully in a way worthy of the gospel? 



A Life Worthy of the Gospel 
 “Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,” St. Paul says in this week’s Epistle text 

(Phil. 1:27). I immediately begin to think of basic rules of behavior:  Don’t lie, don’t steal, don’t yell at 

people, etc. Those of us who have grown up with evangelicalism’s “rule-based” approach to holiness 

usually think first of all the things we shouldn’t do if we are to be good witnesses for Jesus.  

 I wonder, though, exactly what St. Paul had in mind when he wrote those words. I suppose that basic 

morality had something to do with it—after all, it is hard to imagine a screaming, cursing life of theft as a 

life that is worthy of the gospel. But wouldn’t it have to be something a bit larger than that? After all, 

Buddhists, Muslims and Atheists can also do a fairly good job of being honest and not yelling at people, 

but their morality doesn’t quite get us all the way to the gospel of Jesus Christ, does it? 

 In his article Tim points out to us the amazing graciousness of God and how counter-intuitive the gos-

pel really is. If you think about it, a life worthy of the gospel of the one who spared Nineveh and com-

pared himself to a kindly boss would have to be a life that runs counter to the natural way of human liv-

ing. Basic morality, and the accompanying rewards and punishments, is what we all expect. But what no 

one expects is boundless forgiveness, love of enemies, and crucifixion to bring about reconciliation.  

 That is what a life worthy of the gospel would look like. It would look like the gospel of inclusion, 

adoption and unconditional forgiveness. A life worthy of the gospel would be a life of radical commit-

ment and love. And that’s a tall order! What basis does St. Paul have to encourage me to that kind of 

radical, self-giving life? The basis is the reality that Christ has already included me in such a life—the life 

he shares with the Father and the Spirit. We are not being called to reach down deep in ourselves to find 

the strength to live this life worthy of the gospel. We are being called to see just what kind of gospel life 

in which Christ has included us: a life of love, forgiveness and 

self-giving to both our friends and our enemies. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

God is Gracious . . . (cont.) 

 And in Jesus’ parable of what God is really like, allowing all to participate in His Work, graciously, Je-

sus has the owner of the vineyard speaking (kindly?) to the grumbling workers (His Friends! - Matt 

20:13), letting them keep their wages (Matt 20:14)!  Again, ASTOUNDING! I would have snatched back 

the money and given it to the others, how about you?!  Not God!  To quote Jonah, God is “a gracious God 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing”  

(Jonah 4:2) 

 These stories illustrate how God the Father, Son and Spirit is our saving grace in every kind of way, 

and not only when we're properly responsive to Him, but also when we are not! And that makes sense, 

because how has He truly saved us, if not from and within our very badness? 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 

(Continued from page 1) 
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