
 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 09.25.2011 

Exodus 17:1-7 • Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 • Philippians 2:1-13 • Matthew 21:23-32 

 . . . Jesus! That's what I see in this week's lectionary passage taken from Matthew 

21:21-32. Or as Jesus Himself states so eloquently in Matt. 11, "No one knows the Fa-

ther but the Son, and those to whom the Son reveals him." 

 I mean, could you be more blind than to be the Sanhedrin and answer "We don't 

know" to Jesus' question about John, especially since they were supposed to be able to 

help citizens distinguish a true from a false prophet?! Talk about embarrassing! (Matt. 

21:21-27). That's like someone asking you if you are married, you saying "Yes, for 25 

years!" and when asked "To whom?" you say, "I don't know his or her name!" I can 

think of mental conditions that might not make that dumb, but in every case that's at 

least being "blind!" Ha-ha! 

 In verses 28-32, there is only more blindness, except in Jesus! I talk about and do 

this parable in my home a lot, and for the reasons that my response to God the Trinity 

has almost always been like the response of the child who says "I will not!" I can tell 

that it is sin because it is illogical and makes no sense in the world to someone Who is 

as good to me as the Father, Son and Spirit are! It turns out that anyone who does the 

Father's will is doing, in the end, something better than someone who just jabbers all 

day doing nothing, but the point is Jesus, God's Son, not only says Yes to His Father 

the first time but also does what He says!  

 I hope you can see that point, because that is the point! If you will let Jesus stand in, 

and speak, and do for you as the Father's true Son (Who truly does stand in and speak 

up for you!), you will find yourself par-

ticipating in t(his) adopted life with the 

greatest amount of sight, insight, and 

"easy yoke"! (Matt 11:28-30). 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. Which son do you identify with in Jesus' parable? 

Share why with your group. 

2. How do you "let Jesus stand in, speak, and do for 

you?" Share with your group. 

3. To what degree does the Trinitarian, Christ-centered 

gospel feel like Living Water to you? 

4. When studying the Bible, is it appropriate to ask 

“Does this quench my thirst”?  

5. How does it shape our view of evangelism to believe 

that Jesus is everyone’s Lord? 



Every Knee Should Bow 
 There is something profoundly universal about Philippians 2:10-11. St. Paul tells us that every knee 

should bow to the name of Jesus and every tongue should confess that he is Lord. Of course, “should” 

and “will” are two different ideas, aren’t they? One could read this text to simply mean that everyone 

should acknowledge Jesus but everyone won’t. 

 Still, the explicit mention of every knee and every tongue points to the grand scope of who Jesus is. 

These words of scripture say that everyone is included in Jesus’ Lordship. Humanity is not divided into 

two groups—those who should acknowledge Jesus as Lord and those who have no need to. There are 

not some people who belong to Jesus and some people who do not. Everyone—every knee, every tongue 

—owes worship and confession to Jesus because he is Lord of everyone and of all things.  

 So at the very least, St. Paul is telling us that everyone is included in Jesus’ life with his Father and 

therefore everyone should acknowledge this truth. At the very most, St. Paul is affirming the hope that 

one day everyone will bow and confess this truth. Either way, it is a sentence of scripture that ought to 

embolden us to share the gospel. Based on Jesus’ identity as the Father’s Son who has included all peo-

ple in his life and poured out the Holy Spirit on all flesh, we can confidently speak to everyone we know 

and love and say with confidence, “You are included in Christ, 

he is your brother, your Lord, and your Savior—not because 

you have made him so but because that is who he is in rela-

tionship with all of humanity.” 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

Is the LORD Among Us or Not? 
 When the Triune God gave Israel water from the rock, they named the place after the question that 

was answered there: “Is the LORD among us or not?” (Ex 17.7). This event was one of those super-clear 

answers to that question. They went to a rock thirsty, and came away from it filled (17.6). As the Holy 

Spirit teaches and empowers me to participate in Jesus’ life with Father, I am learning to use the same 

kind of criteria for thinking about life. Whether I am evaluating one of my own behaviors, reconsidering 

a relationship pattern, or trying to understand a point of theology, I want to know “Is the LORD among 

us or not?” In other words—To what degree is this behavior, relationship or idea participating in the in-

carnate Triune Life? To what degree is it impeding that flow of dynamic, creative love in the world? And 

more and more lately, I am answering that question by considering my thirst. If I really am drinking at 

the streams of Living Water, it seems like I would KNOW it, you know? Because my thirst would be get-

ting quenched. 

 When I first began to really “get” the gospel of Trinity, Incarnation, Adoption and Inclusion, it was like 

a tidal wave in the desert. It was my discovery that my thirst really could be quenched, my discovery of 

what Living Water tastes like. Since then, I feel like I’ve sort of developed a nose for it. When I am engag-

ing in a behavior that makes me more thirsty, it’s a clue that I might want to reconsider that behavior. 

When I am studying theology or the Bible, and I find my thirst not getting quenched, it tells me to keep 

studying, because I haven’t quite understood it yet.  

~ John Stonecypher 
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