
 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 10.16.2011 

Exodus 33:1-14 • Psalm 96:1-9 • Philippians 4:1-9 • Matthew 22:1-14 

 One of the great challenges presented to us by the gospel of Jesus Christ is the chal-

lenge to believe that all people are included in Jesus’ relationship with his Father. It 

was a challenge for the earliest Christians, as recounted in the book of Acts, to believe 

that non-Jewish Christians were included in Christ without them first becoming Jew-

ish and believers have struggled with this concept of inclusion throughout the centu-

ries since. So, even though the Bible speaks clearly on the subject (e.g. Rom. 5:18, Col. 

1:19-20), we often find that our human nature seeks out passages of scripture that 

seem, at first glance, to reinforce our natural “us vs. them” mentality. 

 It is in this regard that I find passages such as this week’s text from Psalms to be 

instructive. The Psalmist says “sing to the Lord, all the earth” (Psalm 96:1). Why 

would the Psalmist call everyone in the world to worship if everyone is not included 

in God’s life? There are only three ways to read this verse that I can see: 

1. Everyone is called to worship the God of Israel even though he doesn’t love and 

include them all in his life. 

2. Everyone is called to attempt to make God love them by worshiping him. 

3. Everyone is loved and included in God’s life, through Jesus Christ, and therefore 

it is only fitting that everyone should worship. 

 Which of these three interpretations fits most closely with who we know Jesus to 

be? We know that he is the one who has undone Adam’s sin and restored humanity’s 

relationship with God (Rom. 5:18) and we know that he is the one who has reconciled 

all things in heaven and earth to God (Co. 1:19-20). That’s why everyone in the world 

is called to praise him. He is the savior of all humanity, especially those who believe (1 

Tim. 4:10), and all humanity is called to worship him - especially those who believe. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Sing to the Lord, All the Earth 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. Does it make sense that all people are called to worship because all 

people are included in the life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 

2. If all people are included in God’s life and called to worship, how 

would those who don’t want to be in God’s life feel about that? Would 

it be heaven or hell for them?  

3. Have there been times in your life (perhaps as a child) when you 

were included in worship but didn’t want to be there? 

4. How difficult or easy is it for you to see Christ in the Old Testament? 

5. What are some of the principle images of Christ in the Old Testa-

ment? 



Seeing God from Within The Rock 
 When reading the works of the Church 

Fathers it is striking how quick they are 

to find Jesus in the passages of the Old 

Testament. This week’s Old Testament 

text (Exo. 33:12-23) is an example of this. 

In the quote below, St. Irenaeus identifies 

the cleft of the rock in which Moses was 

hidden as a prophecy of Christ. Just as 

Moses’ hiddenness in the rock enabled 

him to be in the presence of God, so hu-

manity’s hiddenness in Christ (Col. 3:3) 

enables us to be in God’s presence and 

not be destroyed. Notice how Irenaeus 

interprets this passage of scripture: 

The Word spoke to Moses, appearing 

before him, “just as any one might speak 

to his friend” (Num. 12:8). But Moses 

desired to see openly the one who was 

speaking with him, and so God told him: “Stand in the deep place of the rock, and with My hand I will 

cover you. But when My splendor shall pass by, then you shall see My back parts, but My face you shall 

not see: for no man sees My face, and shall live” (Exo. 33:20-23). Two facts are thus signified: that it is 

impossible for man to see God; and that, through the wisdom of God, man shall see Him in the last times, 

in the depth of a rock, that is, in His coming as a man. And for this reason did the Lord confer with him 

face to face on the top of a mountain, Elias being also present, as the Gospel relates (Matt. 17:3). So God 

fulfilled the ancient promise. The prophets, therefore, did not openly behold the actual face of God, but 

they saw the dispensations and the mysteries through which man should afterwards see God ~ Against 

Heresies, Book 4, 20.9-10. 

 Notice that in addition to identifying the rock with Christ, Irenaeus also connects this event to the 

Transfiguration, when the disciples saw Jesus glorified and talking with Moses and Elijah. He sees 

Moses’ encounter with God on the mountaintop as a prophecy of the Word coming in the flesh as the 

man Jesus Christ and of the revelation of Jesus’ identity to his disciples. God’s revelation of himself to 

Moses is, therefore, a promise from God that he will fully reveal himself in the coming of his Son. 

 This kind of Christ-centered interpretation has much to commend itself to us. Too often we are in-

clined to preach the Old Testament narratives as little more than stories of great people from whom we 

can learn valuable lessons. While it is true that the Old Testament can serve such a purpose, it is even 

more true that the Old Testament is a living witness to the Son of God and 

a prophecy of his coming. When we, like Irenaeus, can see how these nar-

ratives point us to Christ then we are beginning to see the depth of Fa-

ther’s love for both Israel and all of humanity. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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