
 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 10.23.2011 

Deut. 34:1-12 • Psalm 90:1-17 • 1 Thess. 2:1-8 • Matthew 22:34-46 

 We usually think of the Trinity as a New Testament understanding of God that is 

rooted in verses such as Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14. But this week’s gos-

pel text quotes Jesus alluding to the Trinity and using an Old Testament text in his 

conversation with the religious leaders of his day. 

 In Matthew 22:43-44 he quotes Psalm 110:1 and asks the religious leadership, 

“how is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 'The LORD said to my 

Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet"'?” Notice that 

two persons of God are mentioned in the Psalm: the LORD and the Lord, the Messiah, 

who is equal to the LORD God of Israel because he is seated at the right hand of the 

LORD. This distinction within the life of the LORD God of Israel was enough to puzzle 

the religious leadership into silence when Jesus pointed it out. This verse from Psalm 

110:1, as used by Jesus, belongs in the same category as John 1:1 because it points us 

to the Father/Son relationship at the heart of God’s existence. 

 But it still doesn’t get us to the Trinity, since we are still only talking about two in 

one and not yet three in one. This is where Jesus’ statement in Matthew 22:43 be-

comes significant. He says that David spoke by the Spirit. So, by the grace of the Holy 

Spirit David spoke of the LORD speaking to the Lord at his right hand. Now we have 

the Trinity. It is only by the grace and empowerment of the Holy Spirit that we - like 

David - can know the Father and Son. The Holy Spirit of God is God, together with the 

Father and the Son, so his revelation of the Father and Son is trustworthy. 

 No wonder the religious leaders were stumped! You couldn’t make this stuff up. It 

is only by the work of the Holy Spirit that we can understand the Son’s revelation of 

the Father and thus know God as the Blessed Trinity that God is. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Foreshadowing the Trinity 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. What other verses in the Old Testament foreshadow the 

distinction of persons within God? 

2. Why do think Jesus confronted the religious leaders with 

difficult verses such as Psalm 110:1?  

3. What are some ways that you have experienced Christ as a 

shelter from the storm? 

4. What are some of the ways Paul and his companions bore 

the scorn as they proclaimed the Gospel? 

5. What is especially Christ-centered and Trinitarian about 1 

Thessalonians 2:8? 



 Consider this week’s text from the epistles: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8. In a world where humanity is 

Adopted into the Relationship of the Father, Son and Spirit, and are yet blind to it, there is plenty of Je-

sus’ scorn to be shared in when proclaiming this Good News! To not see clearly is, well, to not see 

clearly! To be placed in a crisis of faith that proclaims you and all peoples in a relationship with God the 

Trinity wholly by grace in Jesus, and not by any works, repentance or even faith can come across quite 

shocking at first! But what are you going to do when placed in the dilemma of being confronted by the 

Truth of God the Father, Son and Spirit revealed in Jesus, and the pres-

sures of the world’s delusions about that? Quit? Shut-up? Hide your 

head in the sand like an Ostrich pretending you haven’t heard from God 

at all? In fear, couch it in such unclear language no one in the world 

would get it?  OR, participate in the Spirit as Paul did? 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 

How To Bear Rough Treatment 

Our Shelter From the Stormy Blast 
 Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations, before the 

mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlast-

ing to everlasting you are God. ~ Psalm 90:1-2 

 I woke up on the morning of April 27, 2011 to what seemed like hurricane 

force winds blowing outside. Fortunately it was only straight line winds from 

the first storm passing through on that day. We had a few shingles blown off our roof and our neighbor 

had a tree blown down. We were fortunate. Later on that day I was at work at about 6:30 PM when an-

other storm with a tornado was approaching a town a few miles away. At that point in time there was 

already debris falling from the sky (pieces of sheet rock, pieces of vinyl siding, etc.) onto our plant’s 

parking lot.  We at the plant evacuated to our tornado shelter and remained there until the storm passed 

by.  The tornado passed several miles away from us. Before that day ended more than 200 people were 

killed by tornadoes in Alabama. But in addition to the loss of life there was massive property damage 

across the South. Where the tornadoes did hit in many cases entire neighborhoods were wiped out. 

Many people lost their homes. 

 With all the destruction that happened that day I began to think about how there is nothing about our 

world that is permanent. We only have one home that is eternal. In the words of the hymn by Isaac 

Watts, based on Psalm 90, Jesus is “our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home.” In Jesus we 

are safe and secure.  

 Jesus is the manna from Heaven. Jesus is the Living water. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Jesus is the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life. Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

 Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. We make our eternal home in HIM—a home that can never 

be destroyed.  He lives in us. All of creation lives and moves and has its being in Jesus.  

 In Jesus we are accepted by the Father and adopted as His precious children. We are included in His 

life in the Trinity. As the storms of life come and go always remember that Jesus is our eternal home. 

~ Mark Nelson 
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