
 

Second Sunday After Pentecost ~ 06.26.2011 

Genesis 22:1-14 • Psalm 13 • Romans 6:12-23 • Matthew 10:40-42 

 In God’s journey to unite himself with humanity, he started with Abraham and his 

kids. In the people of Israel, God drew near to humanity, and humanity drew near to 

God. And because humanity hated God, it meant hell breaking loose. When Israel 

showered God with hate, they did it as faithful representatives of 

the human race. And throughout history, as Israel has been 

showered with hate by the rest of the human race, they endured 

it as faithful representatives of God.  

 This movement between God and Israel reached its climax in 

Jesus. In him, the bringing-together of God and man was made 

complete. We know the resulting explosion of hate killed Jesus, 

but we don’t always notice that it killed Israel too. Jesus himself 

and the early church were preoccupied with Israel’s doom, 

which came to pass within 40 years, just as predicted. The crucifixion of Jesus in 

~34AD is the earthquake. The destruction of Israel in 70AD is the aftershock. But just 

as the crucifixion spreads out in waves from Jesus to Israel to the whole world, so 

does the resurrection to new life (Romans 11). This is dark stuff, but it’s ultimately 

good news. 

 All of this is my context for reading Genesis 22, where Yahweh tells Abraham to 

sacrifice Isaac. In addition to the way it pictures God sacrificing his own son, I think 

it’s also God’s way of being honest with Abraham about what will happen to his chil-

dren as a result of being God’s chosen people. It 

is this tree into which we have been grafted. We 

share in the agonies of Jesus and Israel—

bearing in our flesh the pain of the world’s  

reconciliation. 

~ John Stonecypher 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why does humanity hate God and why have we poured out 

that hate on Israel and Jesus? 

2. What are some of the ways that we who believe in Jesus 

share in the agonies of Jesus and Israel? 

3. When have you seen Jesus intervene to save you? 

4. How easy or difficult is it for us to make the words of the 

Psalms our own words of prayer and/or worship? 

5. Is it difficult to believe that the Father is as committed to you 

as he is to Jesus? 

The Sacrifice of Isaac by Ludovico Cigoli, 1607 



The Four Singers of Psalm 13 
 Psalm 13 is a beautiful song of supplication and rescue. The singer begins with the great cry of the 

human race, “How long, O Lord?” and goes on to cry out that the Lord would “give light to my eyes” and 

not allow his enemies to overcome him. The song finishes in faith, saying “I trust in your unfailing love; 

my heart rejoices in your salvation.” As the Holy Spirit guides our reading we can envision at least four 

different people who sing this Psalm: 

 First is David, the author of the Psalm. Obviously something terrible was happening to him (wasn’t it 

always?). David fears for his life and cries out for the Lord to deliver him. In response he receives the 

Lord’s assurance of his salvation. 

 Second is Isaac, David’s ancestor. Of course Isaac was born long before these words were written, so 

we know that he didn’t literally read this Psalm. But aren’t these words of David an excellent summary 

of how Isaac must have felt as he followed his father up the mountain? “Give light to my eyes, or I will 

sleep in death,” Isaac must have prayed. And then when a substitute was provided, how Isaac’s heart 

must have sung like David’s: “I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me.” 

 Third is Jesus, David’s descendant. Given the patterns of Jewish worship we can say with certainty 

that Jesus knew and read this Psalm. As much as its words describe David and Isaac, how much more do 

they describe Jesus? Though he felt as though his Father had hidden his face from him, he looked death 

squarely in the eye—just as his ancestors had done—and he lived by faith in a way that no man had ever 

done. 

 Before we go on to the fourth singer of the Psalm we need to pause and consider something that 

David, Isaac and Jesus all had in common: Their lives were vital steps in what John Stonecypher calls, in 

his article this week, “God’s journey to unite himself with humanity.” Without Isaac there is no Israel. 

Without Israel there is no David. Without David there is no lineage in which the Son of the Father can 

become flesh and blood as the man Jesus Christ. And without the Son taking up flesh as the man Jesus 

Christ, there is no adoption or salvation for humanity or the creation. If Isaac had died on the altar, be-

fore having children,  if David had died in battle without an heir, or if Jesus had not been raised from the 

dead, then God’s journey to unite himself with humanity would have failed. 

 This is the power of the Psalm’s cry “My foes will rejoice when I fall.” The enemy of the Father’s plan 

has sought to destroy the Father’s children at every turn. And the Father has thwarted the enemy as eas-

ily as a man swats a fly. The Father has done this for you and for your salvation. 

 So the fourth singer of the Psalm is you. In the midst of your trial, your pain, your struggle; the words 

of David, the heart of Isaac, the life of Jesus himself become your word, your heart, your life. You also 

know pain and fear. You also cry out, “How Long, O Lord?” You also are comforted by the Spirit of the 

Father of Jesus. Because you are included in the life of the Father’s Beloved Son, you know that your 

adoption is just as vital to the fulfillment of the Father’s plan as the life of David, Isaac, or Jesus. The Fa-

ther is as committed to your salvation as he was to preserving the lives 

of David and Isaac, and he is as committed to your resurrection as he was 

to the resurrection of Jesus. Therefore, you also sing in the Spirit:  

“I trust in your unfailing love, my heart rejoices in your salvation.” 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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