
 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost ~ 10.30.2011 

Revelation 7:9-17 • Psalm 107:1-7 • 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 • Matthew 23:1-12 

 November 1 is All Saints’ Day, the day set aside in the Christian calendar to remem-

ber all the saints who don’t have their own specific day of the year. In many churches 

it will be commemorated on the following Sunday, which this year will be November 

6, but there is a connection between this Christian day of celebration and the popular 

culture that will come closer to the weekend of the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost. 

 I am speaking, of course, of Halloween. It always falls on October 31 because it is 

the evening (eve) before the day of All Hallows’ (i.e. All Saints’) Day—hence the name 

Hallow-e’en.  If you want to know more about the history of Halloween you can do 

your own research and see how Christ conquered paganism and the Church took cap-

tive the pagan customs, making them trophies of Christ’s victory and baptizing them 

for new use in Christian worship and celebration. 

 What I want to focus on about Halloween is how it is a celebration of Christ’s tri-

umph over death. Consider the following quote from St. Athanasius: 

All the disciples of Christ despise death; they take the offensive against it and, instead 

of fearing it, by the sign of the cross and by faith in Christ trample on it as on some-

thing dead. . . So weak has death become that even women, who used to be taken in 

by it, mock at it now as a dead thing robbed of all its strength. Death has become like 

a tyrant who has been completely conquered by the legitimate monarch . . . ~ On the 

Incarnation, 5.27 

 We see this every year on All Hallows’ Eve. Children mock death, devils and fear 

itself. Families revel in the joy and freedom of Christ, no longer afraid of the dark or of 

death, because Christ—together with all his holy ones (all hallows)—has conquered 

the grave and risen victorious. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. Does it change your view of Halloween to see it connected 

to Christ, his Saints, and his victory over death? 

2. “We live in community with the dead.” What do you think of 

that? 

3. Is there any value to the practice of dragging Death into the 

open and laughing at it? 

4. What are you learning about how to interpret scripture in the 

light of Jesus? 

5. How is this way of interpretation different from many of the 

other ways you have learned?  



 Remember when churches had backyard cemeteries? What’s up with 

that? I mean, can you imagine a megachurch with an attached graveyard? 

It’s not exactly seeker-sensitive, you know? Because, let’s admit it, we’re 

“sensitive” about the dead. Sensitive in the sense that we would rather not 

think about them. 

 Except on the night before All Saints’ Day, when our culture gives a 

(nervous?) laughing nod to our intuition that we live in community with the dead. Because of our cul-

ture’s belief that death is the ultimate victor of the cosmos, this communion provokes anxiety—an anxi-

ety we deal with by setting aside one day each year when we can laugh about it.  

 But historically, the Church has insisted on proclaiming a different kind of community with the dead. 

Generations of Christians have worshipped God in bodily proximity to their dearly departed—buried in 

the ground behind the church or under the church floorboards. The “great cloud of witnesses” is real. 

When St. John was given a vision of reality, he saw himself surrounded by “a great multitude” of those 

“who have come out of the great ordeal,” those who “worship him day and night” (Rev 7.9, 14).  

 Death is indeed an enemy worth mocking, but our community with the dead is not what our culture 

thinks it is. 

~ John Stonecypher 

Life in Community with the Dead 

People are Dying to Hear the Gospel 
 Consider I John 3:1-3. I just preached this Gospel of humanity's inclusion in the Life and Love of the 

Triune God at the funeral of one of my friends and you should have seen and heard the excitement in the 

crowd! You could feel it! Wowsa! MANY came rushing up to know where they could hear more and at-

tend the Church where that is preached! One lady even said, "with Good News like this, Jesus can take 

me now!" Ha-Ha! I just got off the phone with another man who called saying he never heard such Good 

News from beginning to end in a message in all his life! He said he didn't know my friend or his family 

but just showed up and, after he heard the Gospel, knew why he was moved to come! Another lady said, 

I don't know how to work e-mail or Internet, but now I am going to learn how so I can get to those mes-

sages!  

 Instead of laying guilt on the crowd and saying "You need to make a decision for Christ before you 

die!" I basically preached the opposite, "God made a decision for you in Jesus so you'll never die!" based 

on passages and wording like this, "See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called chil-

dren of God; and that is what we are." (1 Jhn. 3:1). And that is why we trounced all over death in our joy 

at that funeral, and, along with my "dead" friend who also embraced this Triune God of grace, had a hope 

that purified us, (1 Jhn. 3:3), and begging for more! 

 Pardon the pun, but people REALLY are "dying" to hear the truly 

Good News of our Adoption into God's Life and Love! Keep sharing it 

with others as He supplies grace! :) 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 
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