
 

Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost ~ 11.06.2011 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 • Psalm 78:1-7 • 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 • Matthew 25:1-13 

 Consider Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25. Wowsa! So what is the truth in this passage and 

what is not? It was most certainly true that God had multiplied and blessed the family 

line of Israel. It was also true that he brought them out of slavery in Egypt, performing 

great signs and protecting them from their enemies. But what about Joshua's words 

that the Lord would "not forgive your rebellion and sins" (verse 19)? And what about 

Israel's promise to only serve the Lord and put away idols  (verses 16-18, 21, 24) 

when any surface reading of the Old Testament reveals just the opposite? 

 There is only one way to see through the "truth" and "lies" in this passage and es-

cape into reality, and his name is Jesus! Actually the question is not "what is the truth? 

but "Who is the Truth?" When we start with Jesus as the Truth, and rewind the video-

tape in that light, this story makes more godly sense. First, we can note in the person 

of Jesus that God is One Who does bless and forgive Israel (and all of humanity in 

Christ! Eph 1:3-8) and that it was Joshua speaking those words of unforgiveness. (I 

personally get the feeling that Joshua is provoking a proper and worthy response 

from Israel similar to how we might threaten our children with "no Christmas!" for 

not cleaning their room in November, provoking a right response so we can give them 

Christmas in December, which we had no real intention of skipping! HaHa!)  

 And Second, we can rejoice that as Creator 

and Sustainer of Israel in His own Person (Col 

1:17), Jesus takes up Israel and all of human-

ity's fallen response, dooms it to the grave in 

His death (Rom 6:4-14) , and rises with a new 

humanity fulfilling our "Amen" to the Father 

for us (2 Cor 1:20)!  

~ Timothy J. Brassell 
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Truth, Lies and “JesusEscape” 
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Study Questions of the Week 
1. What are you learning about how to read the Old Testament 

that you can pass on to someone else? 

2. Why is "Who is the Truth?" a more important Gospel ques-

tion than "what is the truth?" 

3. Why is “Who is the Resurrection?” a more important Gospel 

question than “what is the resurrection”? 

4. If resurrection is inherent to Jesus’ own being then what 

does it tell us about Jesus’ relationship to humanity and the 

creation when we say “the gift of God is eternal life”?  

5. How does the Gospel change your view of death? 
Joshua and the People of Israel from 

and illustration made in ca. 840 A.D. 



 This week’s text from the epistles (1 Thess. 4:13-18) is all about the resurrection and the language 

that Paul uses points us to a central and important concept about the resurrection of humanity at the 

day of Christ’s appearing. That central concept is the idea that resurrection takes place through Jesus: 

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 

who have died. ~ 1 Thessalonians 4:14 

 Let’s think through the key ideas that are expressed in this sentence: 

♦ The resurrection of humanity is rooted in Jesus’ own resurrection. Notice that Paul says that “since” 

Jesus was resurrected “so, through Jesus” will those who have died will be resurrected. There is 

no such thing as resurrection apart from Jesus, in fact, Jesus specifically says that he is the resur-

rection (John 11:25). This means that since all of humanity will be resurrected some day (1 Cor. 

15:22,  Daniel 12:2) we can know that all of humanity is included in Christ. Since Jesus is the res-

urrection it means that anyone who experiences resurrec-

tion is only able to do so because Jesus, the resurrection, is 

sharing his resurrection with them. Since everyone will be 

resurrected it means that Jesus is sharing his life with every-

one. 

♦ The resurrection of humanity takes place through Jesus. Notice 

that Paul doesn’t say that those have died will be resurrected 

by Jesus. Resurrection is not an operation that Christ per-

forms on us. Resurrection is something inherent to Christ’s 

own being and can only take place through him. The difference between by and through is this: 

“through” means relationship. Humanity will be resurrected because Christ the resurrection is in 

relationship with humanity - we are given resurrection through his relational connection to our 

humanity. Through his own self he is sharing with humanity his own resurrection life. 

♦ Resurrection means being brought with Jesus on the day of his appearing. Notice that Paul says God 

will bring with Jesus those who have died. It may take us a moment to wrap our heads around this 

language, but what it is saying is that the dead are now, already with Jesus and they will be 

brought with him on the day of his appearing to be transformed in the resurrection. This fits with 

Paul’s description of death as “going to be with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8) and it helps us understand 

what we mean we talk about “going to heaven.” When we die our spirits go to heaven to be with 

the Lord and to await there the day of his appearing - the day when we will be raised up through 

Jesus in the glory of the resurrection. 

 No wonder Paul told us to encourage one another with these words (1 Thess. 4:18). When we see that 

resurrection is through Jesus Christ we understand that we truly have nothing to fear from death. Be-

cause Jesus has been raised from the dead, and because we are in-

cluded with him in his resurrection, we know with absolute certainty 

that we too will have eternal life in the resurrection. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 
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