
 

Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost ~ 11.13.2011 

Judges 4:1-7 • Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 • 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 • Matthew 25:14-30 

 Consider Judges 4:1-7. Judging others is not simply 

sport for a bored God looking for someone to punish 

because they haven't kept his rules! In the love and 

life of God the Trinity it's far more beautiful and lively 

than that! As Dr. Baxter Kruger has written about 

judgment in his most recent book, The Shack Revis-

ited, "...the judgment of God is not the divine dark side 

finally having its say. To judge is to discern, to see 

into a matter and understand what is wrong, in order 

to make it right and whole. Thus, as Pope Benedict 

has said, 'The judgment of God is hope, both because 

it is justice and because it is grace.'" 

 Neither is judgment a solo or purely masculine ac-

tivity. Women are involved, too! In fact, what I find so 

beautiful about this story is not only God judging and 

acting graciously toward Israel, but the sharing of His 

judgment of Israel with Deborah and, in the Spirit's 

inspiration, she in turn with Barak! This collective 

participation in judgment led to Israel's victory and 

restoration from rebellion and oppression (Judges 

4:8-24)! And we can be sure God's judgment was also 

leading to rightness and wholeness for Israel's ene-

mies too! 

~ Timothy J. Brassell 

T
r

in
it

y
 a

n
d

 H
u

m
a

n
it

y,
 T

o
g

e
th

e
r

 

Judging Together 
T
h
e
 A
d
o
p
te
d
 L
if
e
 

 

Study Questions of the Week 
1. What do you think Dr. Kruger means when he says that "judgment is 

not the divine dark side finally having its say"? 

2. How is judgment "hope", "justice" and "grace", as Pope Benedict sug-

gests? 

3. Have you ever experienced a “great and terrible day of the LORD”? 

What resulted from it? 

4. How much of “God’s wrath” do you think is just natural conse-

quences? 

5. What are some ways we experience hell here and now? 

6. Can you envision some people experiencing hell and then repenting? 



 Do you remember throwing a temper tantrum as a child? I do. I remember a couple of them. It’s 

funny, though, I don’t really remember what it was that I was so angry about—I was so young that only 

the memory of the anger remains, not the cause of it. I can remember running into my room, tears 

streaming, sounds of rage bursting out of me, and a sensation of hotness searing through my body and 

(I’m sure) quite visible in my flushed red face. 

 When I hear Jesus talk about “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (as he does in this week’s gospel text) I 

always think of those childhood experiences of throwing a temper tantrum. Weeping, gnashing my teeth, 

and even feeling as though I was on fire, were all a part of acting out my emotional immaturity and my 

impotent rage against a world of family and friends who would not order their lives to suit me and who 

would not bow down and worship me, giving me whatever I demanded of them at that moment. I be-

lieve such experiences help us understand what hell really is: 

♦ As John points out in his article this week, hell is when we go against the flow of the Triune life. 

♦ Hell is a bratty child running from the Dad who loves him. 

♦ The pain of hell is our own temper tantrum against a world that will not make us its center. 

♦ That weeping and gnashing of teeth lasts as long as we rage against the reality of the Trinity in 

communion with humanity. If we rage against that forever, then hell 

lasts forever. If we rage against it and then stop, change our minds, and 

enter into the joy of the Kingdom, then hell also ends. 

~ Jonathan Stepp 

 For the alcoholic, the Day of the LORD is the day he loses his family and his job because of his drink-

ing. It is a day of distress and anguish (Zephaniah 1.15). For the over-consumer, the Day of the LORD is 

the day all her stuff is carted off by the repo man. Her wealth is plundered, her house laid waste (1.13). 

For those who have enriched themselves by exploiting the poor, the Day of the LORD is the day their 

gated mansions are stormed by rioters with pitchforks. It is the day of ruin and devastation (1.15). For 

the nation which has oppressed other nations with military and economic violence, the day of the LORD 

is when they hear the battle cry against their cities and lofty battlements. Their blood is poured out like 

dust, their flesh like dung (1.16-17). 

 Actions have consequences. It’s how our Father built the world. It’s how we learn. Sometimes, it’s 

how we die. I’ve struggled with how to think of it as God’s actions versus natural consequences, but I 

wonder if I’m making a distinction where there isn’t one. Because of who God is, the universe runs with 

the flow of Triune love; “the fire of his passion” (1.18) races at the speed of Light. To move across or 

even against that flow—I can’t imagine the results ever being anything but fire, “sudden destruction” (1 

Thess. 5.3), and “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt 25.30). 

 The Day of the LORD comes with intent to heal, but it is not a nice day. 

~ John Stonecypher 

The Day of the Lord 

The Adopted L i fe Page 2 Twenty-Second Sunday  
Af ter  Pentecost  

 

The Adopted Life  
Publishers: Tim Brassell / Jonathan Stepp 

Editor: John Stonecypher  
 

 ©The Adopted Life 2011    
 www.theadoptedlife.org 

Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth 


