
 

Third Sunday After Pentecost ~ 07.03.2011 

Genesis 24:34-67 • Song of Solomon 2:8-13 • Rom. 7:15-25a • Matt. 11:16-30 

 No question about it—God the Father, Son and Spirit is humble, merciful, and lowly 

in the sharing of His Life and Love with us in Jesus (Psalm 145:8, Zech 9:9). BUT has it 

ever crossed your mind to believe that the Father, Son and Spirit is also very fiery, 

passionate, and demonstrative in a joyful, excited, leaping-toward-YOU kind of way? 

Yes He is!  Liveliness is NOT just for the kids, teenagers, or "charismatics."  A winning 

lottery ticket is usually enough to demonstrate this to the leaping winner of any age 

or race! Ha-Ha!  

 The Triune God is lively and vivacious too, and especially in His affection and EX-

CITEMENT FOR YOU! When was the last time you heard a Gospel message about 

God's unbridled excitement and adoration of YOU, in which He has already embraced 

you in such a way that He will never let you go? Talk about hitting the jackpot! Talk 

about a congregation where dancing might really occur! Ha-Ha! 

 That God is truly passionate about you is what He wants you to know about Him in 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13! Whatever vision you have of God the Trinity toward man-

kind, it must include the life-stirring passion of a Lover for His Beloved (YOU!). Do not 

neglect to see that the Relational Triune God of Grace is NOT simply a dispassionate, 

neutral or always laid-back and calm, unfeeling Person when it comes to including 

you in His Trinitarian life!  Yes, God the Trinity is certainly patient, a "gentleman", and 

diplomatically intent not to overwhelm you with His presence.  But far too often, it 

seems, we miss proclaiming the fact that He is also:  

Like a gazelle, graceful; like a young stag, virile. Look at him there, on tiptoe at the 

gate, all ears, all eyes—ready! My lover has arrived and he's speaking to me! Get up, 

my dear friend, fair and beautiful lover—come to me! Look around you: Winter is 

over; the winter rains are over, gone! Spring flowers are in blossom all over. The 

            (Continued on page 2) 
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He Comes Leaping! 
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 Study Questions of the Week 

1. Why do you think we don't hear more Gospel 

messages about this passionate, leaping 

God? 

2. How do you think most persons and congre-

gations would be transformed if they did? 

3. Do you dislike anything that happens in the 

Genesis 24 story? 

4. Have you ever discovered bits of beauty in 

an ugly situation? 



The Trinity Makes Us Beautiful 

He Comes Leaping . . . (cont.) 

whole world's a choir—and singing! Spring warblers are filling the forest with sweet arpeggios. Lilacs 

are exuberantly purple and perfumed, and cherry trees fragrant with blossoms. Oh, get up, dear friend, 

my fair and beautiful lover—come to me! ~ Song of Solomon 2:9-13, The Message 

 Yes, the Father, Son and Spirit uses the sexual encounter metaphor because there is nothing we have 

or experience humanly that is as right and good and close to what he wants us to know about His pas-

sionate desire to have us as He has His Son, in the Spirit; as he already has us, YOU, in Jesus! Our physical 

relationships and all of life are really about our share and participation in the vivacious relationship, 

conversation and indwelling life of God the passionate Trinity! 

~ Tim Brassell 
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Th ird Sunday  
Af ter  Pentecost  

 In Genesis 24, my 21st century American eyes see two men who—motivated by the desire for ge-

netic/racial purity (v. 37)—are arranging a marriage between cousins (v. 47-48). This business transac-

tion exchanges the man’s wealth (v. 35-36) for the woman’s breeding potential (v. 60). I won’t even 

mention the symbolism behind putting a ring on the woman’s nose (v. 47).  

 This is the human system which the Father, Son 

and Spirit chose to make their permanent dwell-

ing-place. And it’s a good thing, because today, 

4,000 years after these events, the Triune pres-

ence in this system is still slowly but surely killing 

off the slavery, racism, and sexism inherent in the 

system. 

 What strikes me, though, is how beautiful even 

this marriage is made by the presence of the Trin-

ity within it. Because there is beauty in the com-

ing-together of Isaac and Rebecca, and where we 

see beauty, we are seeing the Great Dance en-

fleshed. We experience Rebecca’s kind service to 

the stranger (v. 45-46). We remember that, even if 

your father-in-law thinks of you as some kind of breeding sow, childbearing is no less wondrous. And we 

see that, regardless of the weird cattle-trading echoes present in the marriage, there is still the moment 

when Rebecca looks toward the setting sun and falls in love with the man who will soon belong to her. 

~ John Stonecypher  
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The Meeting of Isaac and Rebecca by Castiglione, ca. 1640 


